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Setting Local Speed Limits

DfT Circular 01/2006
lssues to be addressed in formulating a new policy

Background

Key lssues
. Do we need to be guided by communit ies
o Do buffer speed l imits help with the reduction of vehicle speeds in

vi l lage centres
o Do we need repeater signs for speed l imits
. What are the national speed l imits

A and B Class Roads Assessment
. Sett ing Local Speed Limits on Single Carriageway Roads
o Review of A and B Class Roads
. Priori t izing A and B Glass Roads

Vil lage Speed Limits
. Character of Sussex
o Vil lage definit ion
. Frontage Development Assessment

Sett ing Speed Limits
.  Under ly ingPr inc ip les
. Traff ic Calming
. Priori t izing speed l imit review in vi l lages

Appe nd ix
o Priori ty l ist for A and B Class Roads
r Vi l lage / Sett lement by parish



Backqround

Traff ic authorit ies are required to set ' local speed l imits'  in si tuations where
local needs and considerations deem it  desirable for drivers to adoot a soeed
which is dif ferent from the national speed l imit.  The l imit should be self-
explanatory and seek to reinforce people's assessment of what is a safe
speed to travel, but without being seen as a target speed at which to drive in
al l  circumstances.

Kev lssues

Do we need to be guided by communit ies?

The introduction of reduced speed l imits is not seen by al l  parish counci ls as
universal ly desirable; some feel that speeding is not a suff lcient local problem
to justify the visual intrusion that would result from the introduction of the
necessary signs. Others bel ieve that only the centre of a vi l lage should have
the lower l imit as a long length of continuous l imit can reduce the impact of i ts
message to drivers at the location where it is most needed.

Do buffer speed l imits help with the reduction of vehicle speeds in
vi l lage centres?

The introduction of buffer speed l imits in vi l lages is seen by many as sensible
a way of achieving better compliance with lower speed l imits in the centre of
vi l lages. Where used they should help in ref lect ing the gradually changing
environment and road character as you enter a vi l lage and assist in
encouraging drivers to drive more slowly.

Do we need repeater signs for speed l imits?

The guidance has not changed on signing speed l imits and most speed l imits
above 30 mph other than the national speed l imits requires the introduction of
repeater signs to act as a reminder to drivers.

Under current legislat ion the use of repeater signs is prohibited on roads
subject to a 30 mph speed l imit that have a system of street l ighting. This is
because the presence of the l ights themselves is an indication of the l imit.
However, i t  means that i f ,  for example, an exist ing 40 mph l imit on a road with
l ighting is reduced to 30 mph, repeater signs would not be al lowed and the
exist ing 40 mph repeaters would be removed and not replaced.

What are the national speed l imits?

The speed l imits are not the same for al l  vehicies and are dependent on the
type of vehicle. Advice on speed l imits are set out in the Highway Code and a
table has been reproduced from the Highway Code which sets out the
national speed l imits for dif ferent types of vehicle.



Speed Limits

carn age-
ways

D u a l
carr iage-

ways
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Cars and motorcycles
( inc luding car  der ived vans
up to 2 tonnes maximum
lade n weight)

30 60 70 70

Cars towing caravans or
trailers
( inc luding car  der ived va ns
and motorcyc les)

30 s0 60 60

Buses and coaches
(not  exceeding 12 metres
in overa l l  length )

30 50 60 70

Goods vehic les
(not  exceeding 7.5 tonnes
maximum laden weight)

30 50 60 70.

Goods vehic les
(exceeding 7.5 ton nes
maximum laden weig ht )

30 40 50 60
These are the nat ional  speed l imi ts  and apply  to  a l l  roads unless s igns show
otherwise

* The 30 mph limit applies to all traffic on all roads in Engtand and Wales (only
Class C and unclassified roads in Scotland) with street lighting unless signs show
otherwise)



A and B Class Roads Assessment

Sett ing local speed l imits on rural single carr iageway roads

Under the new guidance roads are categorised into two t iers, based on their
function:

. Upper t ier - roads catering primari ly for through traff ic, typical ly the A
and B class network. The appropriate l imit is l ikely to be 50 or 60 mph.

. Lower tier - roads providing a local or access function, typically the C
class and Unclassif ied network. The l imit is l ikely to be 40 or 50 mph.

In vi l lages 30 mph is recommended as the norm, where appropriate, for both
Iters.

An assessment framework has been developed by the Transport Research
Laboratory (TRL) and is based on the presumption that single carr iageway
rural roads should operate at speeds that give the minimum total cost taking
safety, mobil i ty and environmental impact in to account.

Within the two t iers accident rates should general ly be used to help decide
whether a higher or lower speed l imit is appropriate. The guidance sets the
fol lowing accident threshold levels:

.  Upper t ier - 35 injury accidents per '100 mil l ion vehicle ki lometres
o Lower t ier - 60 injury accidents per 100 mil lron vehicle ki lometres

The assessment framework works on the basis that the choice of speed l imit
should be guided by whether the accident rate on a section of road is above
or below the appropriate threshold. l t  is necessary to consider accident
remedial measures for identi f ied accident si tes before considerino the
modif icat ion of speed l imits.

Review ofA and B class roads

The new guidance places a requirement on local highway authorit ies to
review the speed l imits on A and B class roads by 2O11.

Priori t izing A and B class roads

The county has 30 A class roads, 4 of which form part of the A road network
maintained by the government's Highways Agency as trunk roads. ln addit ion
to the A roads there are 42 B class roads.

A and B roads have been priori t ised using the injury accident rate calculated
using the number of crashes, road length and traff ic volume. The priori ty l ist is
shown in aooendix A.



Vil laqe Speed Limits

Character of Sussex

Sussex is a primari ly a rural county with a large number of small  communit ies
which have developed as a result of local need.

One of the quali t ies which can be found in many small  communit ies is the
unsporled nature of the bui l t  environment without an excess of road signs and
traff ic management features.

The introduction of reduced speed limits supported by traffic calming could
have an adverse affect on the exist ing appearance of many communit ies and
rural roads, detracting from what is seen by many as one of the quali t ies of
East Sussex.

Vi l lage Definit ion

The dict ionary definit ion: - A group of houses and other bui ldings, such as a
church, a school and some shops, which is smaller than a town, usually in the
countryside.

A vi l lage in terms of the revised guidance for sett ing speed l imits:-
o 20 or more houses (on one or both sides of the road); and
o a minimum length of 600 metres.

The above cri teria should give an adequate visual message to drivers to
reduce their speed

This definit ion is open to interpretat ion and therefore i t  is important that i t  is
made more robust before agreeing a revised pol icy. The County Counci l 's
Transport and Environment Scrutiny Committee has been consulted and they
are minded to support the fol lowing definit ion:-

"20 or more houses served by private drives which adjoin the main road (on
one or both sides of the road) and located within a minimum distance of 600
metres and clearly visible to the driver".

Fol lowing further consideration at off icer level,  i t  is being recommended that
the word 'house' should be changed to 'property'  to al low for commercial
premises etc and the word'drive'be changed to'access'to include propert ies
that only have pedestr ian access onto the road in question.

The proposed revised definrtion is therefore as follows:-

"20 or more properties served by private accesses which adjoin the
main road (on one or both sides of the road), located over a length of
not less than 600 metres, and clearly visible to drivers".



Sett ino Speed Limits

Underlying principles

The underlying aim of speed management pol icies should be to achieve a
'safe' distribution of traffic speeds that reflects the function of the road and the
impacts on the local community. This should imply achieving a mean speed
appropriate to the prevai l ing condit ions, and al l  vehicles moving at speeds as
close to the posted speed l imit as possible.

A key factor when setting a speed limit is what the road looks like from the
road users' perspective, such as i ts geometry (width, bends junctions and
accesses, etc), and i ts environment (e.9. whether i t  is rural,  residential or
commercial,  or passing schools, shops, etc). Drivers are l ikely to expect and
respect lower l imits, and be inf luenced when deciding on what is an
appropriate speed, where they can see there are potential hazards, for
examole in bui l t  uo areas.

It is known from experience that if a speed limit is set too far below the
existing mean speed of traffic on that road, the limit will be ineffectual and
poorly observed, and there is a danger that this wi l l  br ing similar l imits
elsewhere into disrepute. lt is therefore proposed that before a speed limit
alterat ion is advert ised the fol lowing mean speeds need to be achieved:-

Criteria

For the purpose of assessing vi l lages for the possible introduction of 30 mph
limits i t  is proposed that once speed measurements have been taken, the
village will be placed into one of three categories and the following action
taKen.-

. MEAN SPEED OF 32 MPH OR LESS - this indicates that the l imit can
be introduced by means of signs alone, so we wil l  discuss with the
parish counci l  the orovision of a 30 mph soeed l imit.

.  MEAN SPEED GREATER THAN 32 MPH BUT LESS THAN 35 MPH _
in this band i t  wi l l  be necessary to consider minor remedial engineering
works including the provision of Vehicle Activated Signs where
appropriate, and these measures wil l  have to be priori t ised in
comparison with other locations.

. MEAN SPEED OF 35 MPH OR GREATER - this indicates that more
intensive measures are needed to bring speeds down to appropriate
levels, so we wil l  add these sites to the Traff ic Calming Priori ty
Assessment l ist.

Mussex Mean for SDeed Limits
Speed Limit 20 30 40 50 60
Mean
Speed to be
within

22 32 41 51 61



Traff ic calming

The process for prioritising traffic calmrng requests has been designed to
assess sites in the urban environment rather than in rural vi l lages, primari ly to
address issues of rafrunning where, due to congestion on the main road,
drivers were seeking convenient short cuts. With this in mind, the present
assessment procedure overlooks certain quality of life issues which affect
vi l lages such as.-

o Equestrian activity
. Footways
r Crossing by Public Rights of Way
. Severance - community based faci l i t ies located on one side of the road

i.e. school, shops, post off ice, church etc.
o Percentage of drivers currently exceeding the proposed speed l imit

under consideration.

It is intended to review the priority assessment procedure to give more
emphasis to rural issues.

Priori t izing speed l imit review in vi l lages

A t ime frame has been set to review the speed l imits on al l  A & B roads and
this exercise needs to be completed by 2011. A large number of vi l lages
affected by traffic speed and volume have classified roads running through
them and will be considered as part of the A and B road review.

A l ist of vi l lages/ sett lements for each parish (Appendix B) has been compiled
using a 1 :50 000 scale map based search, the l ist does not ref lect the
presences of a speed mit or the potential of introducing changes to exist ing
speed l imit.  The l ist comprises of 448 sett lements some of which form part of
the urban area. The l ist is not comprehensive and i f  parish counci ls wish to
see further sett lements included on the l ist which are named on the Ordnance
Survey 1:50 000 map they can be added to the l ist.  In addit ion to sett lements
any comments in respect of the extent of exist ing speed l imits are welcomed
as changes in development and environment may in some cases give the
opportunity to adjust the exist ing speed l imit.



Appendix A

Priority list for A and B class roads.

Rank
A
Roads
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
I
I
10
11
12
I J

14
15
16
17
1B
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

4272
42102
A.277
A'2101
4295
421
A26B
4269
42021
42040
4259
4229
4265
42270
4271
42036
A'275
A.264
42029
42280
A.28
4267
426
42290
42100
422

Descript ion Rank Descript ion
B
Roads
1 82103
2 82159
3  82106
4 82193
5 82098
6 82095
7 82182
8 B2 ' r91
I 82203
'10 82087
11 82238
12 82101
'13 82202
14 82244
15 82092
16 82124
17 82247
18 82104
19 82089
20 B21BB
21 A2116
22 82096
23 82165
24 82183
25 B2192
26 B2100
27 82157
28 82093
29 82088
30 82110
31 A2204
32 82026
33 82099
34  82112
35 82082
36 82102
37 82169
38 82123
39 82239
40 82  109
41 82113
42 82136

Trunk Roads
A21T
A26r
42597
A27T


