RYE TOWN COUNCIL


AGENDA PR01
ITEM 14
TOWN CLERK BRIEFING NOTE
14
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES
The Working Group (Cllrs Osborne, Potter and Kirkham; and the Clerk) have met once and attended a meeting with other councils in a similar position.
In response to the transfer offer letter from Rother (24.3.06), the Clerk has written twice for additional information:

a) 19 April
Clarification of ‘third party’ interest – eg Rye Museum in relation to the Gun Garden toilets

b) 2 May
Were Rye’s PCs considered for conversion into unisex facilities?

There has been no response to either. Battle had a similar problem – receiving a response to a series of questions after chasing for 3 weeks.
On 2 May, the Group met clerks and members from Battle, Robertsbridge and Sedlescombe. In the case of Robertsbridge and Sedlescombe, if they decline the transfer proposed, RDC will install and run unisex facilities. This was considered generally to be a favourable outcome. If negotiations with Rye TC fail, RDC will look to the private sector. There is no fallback position at all with Battle – if negotiations with Battle TC fail the next step is consideration of closure. The parish councils made the point that many of their residents use the towns’ conveniences.
I reported conversations with Healthmatic – a company which can install self-cleaning unisex facilities in existing buildings – and the clerk of one of its parish council clients who is highly delighted with the ‘new’ facility. Healthmatic will be undertaking a free assessment of the conveniences in Rye, Battle, Robertsbridge and Sedlescombe. (An assessment by the British Toilets Association would cost £375 + travel, per client.)
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