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TOWN CLERK BRIEFING NOTE

77.5 SALCINALC

SALC f677.04 NALC t153.14 Tota l  e830.18

The sussex Associations of Local councils has issued recenily sALC and
NationalAssociation of Local councils subscript ion renewal invoices for
2007-08 - in the case of Rye broken down as follows:

This is t318.66 higher than 2006-07 (t51 1 .sz) - a r ise of 620/o.

The increase is ostensibly the consequence of the introduction of an 'equ1ab6
banding system'. councils have been placed in one of 6 bands, depending on the
size of their electorate. The formula is '21p per elector'. The details were notiReO
in the Autumn 2006 sALc circutar (sent to Members on 23.10.06).

when the circular was published I assumed the new system incorporated our
NALO subscription (as previous years). lt appears this is not the case.

I am surveying currenily Rother clerks on the subject. Thus far, Batfle,
Sedlescombe, Salehurst, Northiam and Brede have said their subscript ion hasincreased in the range 27-620/o.

The circular states that many councils wil l  pay the same or less. However, i t  hasbeen suggested that the new system could provide a significant boost to SALC'stotal subscription revenue. The first reaction of those *f,o 
"r" 

being asked to pay
substantially more is: what will my council receive in return? lt doeJn't necessari'ly
follow that larger councirs ptace a greater demand on sALC/NAaa .";;;r;;;:"'
they tend to have more experienced clerks who are more abre to dealwithproblems themselves.

The Circular does say that 'where a council feels that its fee has increased by anunacceptable amount, this wil l  be looked at by the Executive Committees least orWestl on a case by case basis.'

There is.no pressing need to pay the invoice - there is fair amount of discontentamong the medium llarger councils affected and sALC won't want to risk toomany of them deciding not to renew.

cLERK's RECOMMENDATTON That Rye Town councirasks sALC:
1 for its 200r-09 subscription rite to be reassessed
2 for a breakdown of its 2006-07 subscription (NALc/sALc
sptit)
3 (assuming counties-wide compriance) how much addit ional
funding the new system will generate for SALC.
4 how SALG/NALC subscription rates have been determinedpreviously
- and that the councir continues to riaise with other affected
councils.
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