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15. AREA STRATEGY (C): RYE
151 Rye is a small markel town (with a
populaiion estimated in mid 2005 at
4,159) at the eastern end of the District
which 3cts as 2 service centre for its
rural hinterlang which extends into the
fringes of Ashford and Shepway
distncis.
1562 The Local Plan's courrent planning
stretegy for Rys sims to support itz
market town role, including az a cenirs
for emplayment, and recognise its
unique histonc, maniime and
2nvironmental qualities. 15.4 Futurs options for the town could aim
1o consolidate or even expand this
15.3 The sfraiegy is set out in the box market town rals. Wark undertaken for
below: the Locsl Plan Inguiry supported the
wigwe that there iz a need for furher
shopping floorspace - in the town,
Folicy RY1:  Proposals for developmen! and specifically for convenience gocds.
change in Rye should be compatibls
with  and.  wherever  practicable, 155 The retail capacity of the town will
contribute positively fo the following require further detailed assessment
objsctives: and analysis shsad of the next stage
of the Core ZSirategy'zs preparaian.
(it ta maintain the small market town The commercial activity in the town
residential and employment functions contributes to itz sense of vibrancy.
togetherwith ifs charscter;
156 Jobs in Rye are focused on the
(i} fo profect the unique Risforic Citadel and | service, retail and tourism sectors. An
its landscape setling, parficulardy the | izsue for Rye may be ths seasonality
levels surmounding the Citade!; of tourism-related emplayment and the
tendency for such work to e relatively
(i} to maintain and enhance nawigation on low pasid. Addiionally, there is a high
the River Rother and the viability of the proporiion of self emplayment with 1 in
Fort of Rye 35 a harbour 4 Rye warkers being =elf employed,
which iz perhaps a measure of ths
fivl fo enfance the commencial and tounsm levels of entreprensurship in the town.
{ aitrachiveness of the Cifadel and the |
wider areg as far as is compatible with 187 The Rye Harbour Road area is an
presenving  its  their characier and established focus for industial activity
enviranment; and includes a wharf for ihe
trenspartation of freight by sea. The
(v} to promote sconomic regeneralion, | future industrialfemployment role of the
including further job opportunifies, st the area nesds considerstion, faking Into
Harbour Road employment area; account the constraintz fo which the
' Rye Harbour Koad area is subject,
(wii to maintain a strafegic gap between
Rock Channel and the industrial
development af Harbour Rosd’
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1541

Ta3:12

1513

1514

The generslly prosperous feel of the
fown iz contrastsd ‘wilh =ome
comparatively high deprvation levels
in partz of the town revealed by the
Index of Muliple Deprvation {Z004).
Levelz of child poverty are a paricular
CONCEm.

Primary school provision in Rve is
currentiy being reviewsd by Esst
Sussex County Council. Itis looking at
a single new schoal aption,

The Ryes Local Area Transport
Stretegy  (Aprl 2003} identifies
transpariaiion problems experienced in
the town and provides a framewark for
improvements in the short. medium
and longer terms.

The town is served by both rail and
trunk roads (AZ58) although their
effectivensss as strategic transport
links iz consirained. Also, the 4238,
by virtue of its routs through the town
and the volumes and nature of traffic
using it, acts a barmer o movements
across parts of the town.

The Rye Tidal Walls Scheme is
zchedulaed for completion in early 2002
glthough it may now be finished befors
the end of 2007. It will give those pars
of the town ic the west of the River
Rother (and the Breds) protection from
a 1in 200 year fidal flooding avent,

The consclidstion of the Sites of
Special Scientific Interest in the vicinity
of Rye and Rye Harbour is & cumrent
proposal by English Nafure,

Future development options

In view of its ssnsitive landscaps
sefling, historc core and accessibility
imitations as well as the proximity of
naticnally and intemationally imporiant
wildlife habitats and flooding
considerstions, it is not anticipated that
the Core Strategy should propose that
Rye should be a focus for high levels
of fufure growih.

15,15

15,16

1597

15.18

15.20

15.21

Equally, ocpiions for the future of Rys
gauld not include a ‘no changs' option.
It should be aniicipated that national
and regional planning policy  will
gcontinue to support development on
gitez within the existing confines of
setflements over the timeframs of the
Core Strategy. Indeed, the analysis in
the preceding section does reveal
zome need and opporfunity  for
planned change in Rye.

COofion 1 = Enhancemesnt of service
centre rala

A confinuation of the existing Local
Plan development strategy to cover the
timeframe of the Core Strategy would
consfitute 8 medium growth option for
the town with some new development
planned.

This could bring with it the
enhancement of its senvics centre role
by providing, for example, increased
employment apportunities ar
accessibility improvements.

Coticn 2 - Consalidation

In contrast, & lower growih opfion
could largely limit development to
infilling and development or
redevelopment largely within  ths
confines of the fown.

The aim would be to make the best of
any development apportunities within
fhe town to consolidate both its role
and its urban “farm’,

Such an approach is likely tc add to
the pressurse for mare  intensive
development and would limit, in
pariculer, the scope to increass the
supply of sffordable housing in the
towwn.

It may link with higher level growih
options for Bexhill and the fringes of
Hazstingsz.
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Cuestion 18 - Should the current objectives
for BEye be carried forwarded or amended
and, if =0, in what way?

In considering this, vou are invited to
comment specifically on:

Should the strategy also include any of the

following options?

o Expend the town's service centre rola,
providing enhanced community facilities,
shopping and services for the town's
residents end for the surrounding area

(a3 Aim to widen the econamic base of the
town to encompass a broader range of
tvpes of employment

0 Provide more affordzble housing for
local peopls

o Other [pleaze specify)

Question 19 - Which development option is
maost appropriate and why?

In considering this, you are invited to
comment specifically on:

a Whethar or not it is correct to discount a
high level of growth for Rye?

LDF Core Sirategy — Issues end Optiens Discussion Document — October 2005



