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I am wdting to appealfor financial support lo our voluntary service that supports visually impaired people
in all aleas of East Sussex. From April 2000 until September 2005 our funding of more than €130,000
each year came lhrough another loc€l charity called East Sussex \4sion Care, u,ho in turn received their
funding from East Sussex County Council. Due io Counly Council culbacks lhis funding has ceased, so
we are now trying to quickly find other sgurc€s of tinance in order to continue to help our clienls, whilst ai
the same lime developing a strategy to ensure long lerm sustainability. The service, as outlined bolh in
the enclosed leaflet and below, costs apprcximately €330 per client per year to deliver. lf we cannot find
altemative funding, we may have to close at the end of March 2007.

The Homecall home visiting servic€ has been availabb to visually impaired people in East Sussex since
February 1985. We curer{ly support b€ft4,een 385 and 400 clients throughout the counly. Our service
users are some oflhe most needy and yulnerable in the community as, in many cases, sight loss comes
with increasing years. 88% of Homecall clients are over ihe age of 75, with 31% of them being over the
age of-90- Most cfiet*sjlye€lonei lllaay ale hassebound and also have other illnesses anddisabiliiies---
Our network of 330 trained, dedicaled volunteers visit clients weeklv to help with tasks such as readinq
mail, paying bills, filling in forms. going out togelher for walks and a myriad of other tasks thal our clienG
could nol manage alone. Our clients are reliant on the help they receive from their Homecall volunteer to
enable ihem lo remain living independently and to access appointments, services and aclivities in their
local community. The regular support is of benefit to both heahh and welfare as it helps identify problems
aslhey occur, thus minimising emergencies.

It would be a huge loss if ihis highly vaiued seMce was to close, particularty as Homecall has this year
been honoured to receive lhe very presligious Queens Award for Voluntary Service.

lf you would like to know more about Homecall please visit our website wlvw-homecall.uk.com and do
not hesitale to contacl me if you would like to meel w?th me or require further information.

I look for\,r€rd to hearing from you.

Yours Sincerely, t )L '

(( h-d/'1 ?"nt
Audrey Paul
Homecall Chair

www.homecall"uk,com
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