




RYE TOWN COUNCIL
working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS – JULY 2009
 TIC ON THE MOVE

Earlier in the year, Rother District Council decided to place the Rye Tourist Information Centre (TIC) contract (2009-12) with Tourism South-East (TSE), rather than the Town Council. However, this was (initially) subject to TSE successfully negotiating with the Town Council for the use of the Rye Heritage Centre. 


The subsequent negotiations were unsuccessful, with the Council deciding, if necessary, to run Rye Heritage Centre with no networked TIC on the premises. Employing a dedicated manager was not a viable proposition – revenue at the Heritage Centre (derived from Town Model bookings, hiring of audio tour wands, Old Pier Amusements receipts and gift sales) falls away considerably out of season. Fortunately, a solution was found in the form of Peter Cosstick, the main driving force behind the highly successful Rye Christmas festival. The Council has contracted with him to manage the Centre – under the auspices of the Council – on a profit share basis. 


Peter spent some considerably time familiarising himself with the Centre prior to his appointment on 1 April and has concentrated on reviewing ‘the basics’ - including pricing, signage, Town Model lighting, stock and customer service enhancements. At the same time, Rother District Council (RDC) has been continuing to give the Council a grant to run a networked TIC in order to allow TSE time to identify suitable premises in the town. TSE would appear to have secured the former bookshop at the top of Lion Street and is expected to commence business in early August. Meanwhile, the Heritage Centre will continue to provide an information service to both visitors and residents. 


Please continue to visit the Rye Heritage Centre, together with friends and relatives – any trading surpluses made at the Centre help to keep down your Council Tax!

GRASSROOTS

Grassroots Grants is a government programme to support small volunteer-led groups whose activities benefit the community they live in. If your group has been active for a year or more, has a set of rules and an average income of less than £20,000 a year, then you may be eligible.


Grassroots Grants will fund a wide range of projects and activities – including: the purchase of equipment (eg computer or furniture); the costs involved in putting on an event; staff or training costs; a contribution to rent costs.


The programme runs for 3 years and you can apply for a maximum of £5,000.


Further information: Sussex Community Foundation t 01273 409440, e info@sussexgiving.org.uk, www.sussexgiving.org.uk. 

ACTIONS

An impressive 25% of all Rye households completed the main Rye Local Action Plan questionnaire. The results have been analysed – together with all other ‘source’ material – by the Rye Local Action Plan Steering Group (comprising Town Councillors and members of the community) and the draft actions, appropriate organisations considered to have responsibility for running with them, and timescales are being finalised. The next stage is to obtain ‘in principle’ agreement to the actions from the relevant stakeholders, before presenting the Plan to the Town Council for formal adoption. The approved Plan will then be published and a summary of it will be distributed to all households.

ALLOTMENTS

Many of you will know that Rye’s two remaining allotments, Love Lane and South Undercliff, are run by Rother District Council, which considers that it owns the titles to the land.


Under the 1972 Local Government Act, where there is a parish/town council it is the Proper Allotments Authority. Although a district council has the power to provide allotments it is unusual for one to do so. In 1976 – probably for economic reasons – the newly-formed Rye Town Council passed many of its assets to Rother District Council (also a new body). 


The Town Council has obtained Queen’s Counsel opinion that, in 1976, the Town Council effectively delegated the function of providing allotments to Rother – and that it can ask for them back at any time – including the land which exists for the provision of allotments. Rother has not acceded to this request but has, instead, suggested that they could be made available, for a peppercorn rent, to the Town Council on a long lease as ‘statutory allotments’ (a major step forward in itself – Rother had argued consistently that they were ‘temporary allotments’ only).


On 11 May the Town Council rejected the leasehold offer; however, a related matter has raised an interesting legal point and there is a possibility that the vote may need to be re-run. Whatever the outcome of this aspect of the long-running saga, there is clearly a difference of opinion between the Town and District Councils, with both considering that they are the rightful freeholder of the two sites. Local tax payers can be assured that the Town Council will explore all possible means of resolving this matter in an attempt to avoid further significant expense.

A NEW POWER?

In May the Town Council resolved to support, in principle, the acquisition of the Power of Wellbeing. Essentially, so long as eligibility criteria are met, this gives a town or parish council the ability to do (virtually) anything which it considers likely to achieve the promotion of improvement of the economic, social or environmental wellbeing of the parish. Possible examples of use of the new power include: financial support for shops or a post office; extending/improving a commercial bus service; improving health facilities; providing affordable housing; and giving grants to individuals to enable them to achieve – eg training for the 2012 Olympics.
CONGRATULATIONS . . . 

. . . to Councillors Sam Souster and John Breeds, re-elected Mayor and Deputy Mayor respectively at this year’s Mayor Making Ceremony.

AND GOODBYE . . . 

. . . and thank you! To our longest serving member of staff at the Rye Heritage Centre, Teresa Wood who has left us to spend more time with her family; and also to Janet Shand, who formally retired in May (but who is still helping us out when the need arises. 


A warm welcome to our two newest members of staff at the Centre: Jack Ash and Teresa Gasson.

SURGERIES

The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



July 1

Cllrs Mary Smith and Sam Souster



Aug 5

Cllrs David Wright and Granville Bantick



Sep 2

John Breeds and Jonathan Breeds



Oct 7

Brian Elliott and Bernardine Fiddimore

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.


Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall remain suspended. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.


Michael Foster MP holds a monthly surgery at the Town Hall on the second Friday of the month. To make an appointment please ring 01424 464604 or email mp@1066.net.

CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

by post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Deputy Mayor)  
e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808



e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes @rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

10 Tower St, Rye
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk
t 227569

SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


t 224305

(Mayor)

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries
Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre
Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts
East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 

