RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS
WHAT NEXT FOR THE HERITAGE CENTRE?

The Town Council’s managing agent at the Heritage Centre, Rye Town Services has advised the Council that is to cease performing this role on 31 July 2009. Consequently, a working group of Town Councillors has been set up, charged with the task of identifying future options for the Centre and making recommendations to the full Council.

At its first meeting the Group took the view that the Council’s main objective should be to ensure the continued provision of a Tourist Information Centre in Rye – with the secondary considerations being to ensure ‘Best Value’ is obtained and to safeguard the welfare of the Council’s staff at the Centre.

The Group has initially identified five options – ranging from the management of the Centre returning in-house, to renting out the premises, to selling the building (and running a TIC from a more central location). Of course, the pros and cons of all the options must be assessed carefully and the needs of both the main TIC funder (Rother District Council) and local visitor-dependent businesses/attractions (and their associations) must also be taken into account.

FREE . . . 

. . . electric blanket testing! The Hastings & Rother NHS Trust Health Improvement Team has organised a free electric blanket testing session at the Rye Club, Market Road on Thursday 30 October, 10am-3pm. Testing is by appointment only. Contact Maggie Cornish on 01424 457129.

GRANTS
The Town Council recently made grants of £250 towards the Rye Arts Festival 2008 and £200 to A Taste of Rye 2008. Both events are enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.


If your organisation intends to seek a grant from the Council in 2009, you are more likely to be successful if you apply by 31 December 2008 so that the Council may incorporate it within its 2009-10 budget. 


If the need identified relates to one or more Rye residents in ‘need, hardship or distress’ it may be possible to obtain funding from the Council’s charity, Rye Relief in Need. 


For the correct application form – or further information - please ring Richard Farhall on 223902. Richard is also the Secretary of the Rye Merchant Seamen’s Fund which may consider applications for assistance from maimed/disabled seamen (merchant seamen, fishermen, lifeboatmen etc) connected with the town and port of Rye – and the widows and children of slain/drowned seamen.
‘WATCH’ RELAUNCHED

Sussex Police is re-establishing support for the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. This includes the new post of Neighbourhood Watch Manager. As part of the re-launch, Sussex Police wishes to identify residents who wish to participate in a scheme – or start a new one (with support). If you might be interested in acting as a Street or Area Co-ordinator, contact PS John Berry on 0845 6070 999 or email john.berry@sussex.pnn.police.uk.

Note The purpose of Neighbourhood Watch is to: cut crime and the opportunity for crime and anti-social behavior; provide reassurance to local residents and reduce the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour; encourage neighbourliness and closer communities; improve the quality of life for local residents and tenants.

BYE BYE?

The Planning Authority, Rother District Council has refused Euro Car Park’s retrospective planning application for consent for the large yellow and blue signs the company has installed adjacent to the Kettle o’ Fish.

MATERNITY FATE DECIDED

In January, the County Council’s Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee (HOSC) voted to refer the Primary Care Trusts’ plan to withdraw consultant-led maternity services at Eastbourne (leaving just Hastings) to the Secretary of State, the Rt Hon Alan Johnson MP. In September the Secretary State ruled that the Eastbourne facility should remain.

Note HOSC examines all major health care decisions taken within East Sussex. It also suggests ways that health services might be improved and looks at the way social, health and community services interact with each other.

SAME FACE
Following a job review, Judy Pettitt’s post has been re-designated from Personal Assistant/Secretary to the Town Clerk to Assistant Town Clerk & Mayor’s Secretary. One of Judy’s (expanding) roles is acting as wedding/ceremonies bookings secretary.
LET’S LINk

The East Sussex Local Improvement Network (LINk) seeks to facilitate involvement in health and social care and is keen to strengthen users’ and the public’s participation in these services. For more information – and to register an interest, telephone 01323 514510, email info@thecountylink.net, write to 1 Faraday Close, Eastbourne BN22 9BH or visit www.thecountylink.net.
RYE OBSERVER

Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall have been suspended because of ‘operational demands’; however, they may be reintroduced in the New Year. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.
A MATTER OF PRIORITIES

Sussex Police is in the process of establishing Priority Setting Panels for each (electoral) ward. These are intended to identify the top three ‘quality of life’ priorities for each community – thereby enabling the Neighbourhood Specialist Team to target their resources more effectively.

In Rye, the Local Action Team will double up as the ward’s Priority Setting Panel. The Rye LAT is a partnership of local public, community and interest organisations – supported by crime and disorder specialists. It aims to build on community-police co-operation in order to identify and tackle the most pressing crime or anti-social behaviour issues in Rye and Rye Harbour. Via the September Fixtures it distributed the Fear of Crime Survey 2008. If you have not done so already, please complete and return your questionnaire to the Police Station (Cinque Ports Street), Town Hall (Market Street), Rye Harbour Stores or the Tilling Green Stores by 1 November.
THAT TIME ALREADY!

(With apologies to those who would prefer not to be reminded about such things:) The Town Hall office will be closed for Christmas and the New Year on Wednesday 24 December-Sun 4 January (inclusive).
TALK TO US
The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:


Oct 1

Cllrs Shaun Rogers and David Russell



Nov 5

Cllrs Sam Souster and Mary Smith



Dec 3

Cllrs David Wright and Granville Bantick



Jan 7

Cllrs John Breeds and Jonathan Breeds

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
SORTED

Nearly 3 years after the main item of equipment was installed, the Rye Skate Park has been completed with the addition of the final two items: a quarter pipe and volcano.
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise
Oct
13  Planning & Townscape, Public Services
27  Planning & Townscape, Policy

Nov

10  Planning & Townscape, Council

24  Planning & Townscape, Leisure & Tourism

Dec 

8   Planning & Townscape


22  Planning & Townscape

CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Deputy Mayor)  
e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808



e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes @rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

10 Tower St, Rye
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk
t 227569

SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


t 224305

(Mayor)

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 
