RYE TOWN COUNCIL
NEWS 

OCTOBER 2005

POWERLESS
A number of you have wondered why the Town Council doesn’t seem to have had much to say about local pubs and wine bars applying to extend their opening hours under the new Licensing Act (2003). It is not that the Council does not wish to comment on applications but Parliament has decided that councillors – and even MPs and MEPs – should not have the ability to exercise a ‘veto’ over local residents and businesses. Parliament seems to be suggesting that local politicians are incapable of weighing up the (sometimes conflicting) interests of sections of their own communities in order to reach an informed view on what would be in the best interest of that unique community as a whole.

Ironically, the Crime & Disorder Act 1998 requires local councils to exercise their functions with regard to crime and disorder. Sadly, it often seems to be the case that anti-social behaviour and public disorder has an alcohol connection. To prevent local councils from playing a role in alcohol (and even public entertainment) licensing is a nonsense – especially at a time when the Government is encouraging parish and town councils to take on functions and services from larger authorities!

Although the Town Council cannot, as a corporate body, make ‘relevant representation’ on applications under the 2003 Act, it is permissible for local residents and business people to ask individual councillors to make representations on their behalf.
VERDICT CLOSER
The Planning Inspector overseeing the Rother District Local Plan Inquiry is expected now to report his 
findings in early December (2005).
TOILETING MATTERS
Rother District Council’s Public Conveniences Working Group – set up to look at how public ‘facilities’ are currently provided and managed – has now toured most of the District’s public toilets and examined their associated costs. Local councils have been asked for their ‘in principle’ interest in Rother transferring public conveniences to them on a ‘no return’ basis. The response of those town and parish councils affected appears to have been the same: ‘yes – subject to agreement on funding’. In the case of Rye, the Town Council would expect the Tower Street facility (closed by Rother on 31 March this year) to be included in the ‘transfer package’. The fear is that the District Council will simply say to local councils: ‘We either close the public conveniences or you have them – and fund them - at no cost to Rother’. The Working Group’s final report is expected on 21 November.
On a related matter: can anyone explain how, in Britain, we have managed to reach the 21st century with the provision of public conveniences not being a statutory requirement?
BINNED
The redundant grit bin between 35 Udimore Road and the entrance to the Old Brickyard is no more. Councillors agreed that it constituted a rusting eyesore and arranged for its removal. It is believed the bin was placed there originally by Rye Borough Council. Both the County and District Council considered that it had not been transferred to them during local government reorganisation in 1972-74.
TRAFFIC-FREE?

During the next 6 months the Town Council will be carrying out a feasibility study to assess the social and economic benefits of pedestrianising the Strand Car Park. Around a dozen key groups and organisations will be canvassed for their views – including local residents and traders. The project will include also an attempt to forecast the likely impact of pedestrianisation on parking capacity and vehicle movement within the town.
A259

The Council reiterated recently its request to the Highways Agency that the parking bays on the A259 (Strand Quay) be removed in order to relieve congestion. It is seeking also repairs to the road surface between Skinners roundabout and Kettle O’ Fish roundabout – as well as the extension of parking restrictions on South Undercliff to 7am-7pm Mon-Sun.
ILLUMINATING THE COMMUNITY
The Town Council has applied for funding from East Sussex County Council’s new Community Fund for 50% of the cost of installing new street lights on the Udimore Road-Marley Road footpath.


The County Council has identified a ‘one off’ sum of £500,000 to pump prime initiatives to support its aim of developing stronger communities. It will consider funding projects which would address ‘crime and the fear of crime’, or which would ‘increase the capacity of local communities to be involved in activities that encourage improved quality of life, well being, engagement and self-determination’. Applicants need to demonstrate some form of match funding – either cash or ‘in kind’ (eg other grants or time spent on the project). 

Further information: Community Partnerships Team, 01273 481655 e dominique.black@eastsussex.gov.uk.

MARITIME FESTIVAL

By general consensus the Rye Trafalgar 200 Festival held on the Strand Quay in August was a resounding success. The Town Council was pleased to have been one of the sponsors of the event and is liaising with the organisers with a view to a similar event being held next year when Rye takes over the Speakership of the Confederation of the Cinque Ports.
OLD BOILER
The Council has made a grant of £1,000 towards the estimated cost of around £8,000 to replace Rye Community Centre’s antiquated central heating boiler. The Centre performs a vital social role – as evidenced by its intensive use by a diverse range of groups and organisations.

The Council has agreed also to contribute £1,334 from Rye Relief in Need funds to Vitalise (formerly the Winged Fellowship Trust). The money will be used to provide 3 one-week care breaks for disabled people from the town plus a contribution towards the cost of accommodating a young Rye resident who has volunteered to spend two weeks assisting with care breaks.
TRAVELLERS

Rother District Council recently asked parish and town councils for suggestions for possible sites to be used for temporary or permanent accommodation of travellers. After careful consideration Rye Town Council advised Rother that it considers there is no suitable land available within the parish because Rye is small geographically and vacant surplus land is in extremely short supply.
SQUEEZING THEM IN
The South-East England Regional Assembly (SEERA) has asked East Sussex County Council to draw up, and consult on SEERA’s plan for 1,900 new dwellings a year in the county – including 1,600 in the ‘coastal belt’. The consultation runs from 19 September to 31 October. Details of the proposal can be found at www.eastsussex.gov.uk/southeastplan. 

HERE TO HELP
The next three Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



Oct 5
Cllrs Roger Breeds and Paul Carey


Nov 2
Cllrs Peter Dyce and John Izod


Dec 7
Cllrs Jo Kirkham and Geoff Lyus
If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6pm unless indicated otherwise
October
3

Policy, Leisure & Tourism


10

Council, Planning


24

Planning, Public Services
November
7

Policy, Planning



21

Planning

December
5

Planning, Leisure & Tourism


12

Council


20 (Tues)
Planning

CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL
By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryeuk.fsnet.co.uk
web watch this space!
Principal staff

Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.

Councillors

BANTICK Granville

25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS




t 227724

BREEDS John


The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN e jabreeds@hotmail.com 
t222554

BREEDS Jonathan

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA




t 222554

BREEDS Richard

33 Kings Avenue, Rye TN31 7LU




t 229840

BREEDS Roger

4 St Margarets Terrace, Rye TN31 7DE




t 223032

CAREY Paul 


7 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB





t 223416

DYCE Peter


6 Meryon Court, Rye TN31 7LY





t 224526

IZOD John


19 Church Square, Rye TN31 7HE




t 223781

KIRKHAM Jo


10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB




t 222562

LYUS Geoff


50 Fishmarket Road, Rye TN31 7LP




t 224374

OSBORNE Paul

Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 6AA

t 222415

(Deputy Mayor)


f  222415
m 07973 742210
e paul@cadborough.freeserve.co.uk
PALMER Frank

4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB





t 222603

PARKS Jean


37 South Undercliff, Rye TN31 7HN




t 229849

POTTER Ian (Mayor)

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    




t 223453

RUSSELL David

Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            


t/f 227106

SOUSTER Sam

96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX




t 224305

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.
Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000

www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878
www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 222293

www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581

e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Help & Advice Centre

t 222293

Rye Partnership


t 229600

www.ryepartnership.org.uk
