RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS
NOVEMBER 2006
QUALITY AWARD

Rye Town Council has become only the second local council in the Rother District to be awarded Quality Status. To become a Quality Town Council the Council had to demonstrate to a Government-appointed Accreditation Panel that it:

· is representative of, and engages with, all parts of the community

· is effectively and properly managed

· has the ability, competence and capacity to take on an enhanced role.

In order to reach the minimum standard required the Council had to provide a range of evidence - including that it had a qualified Clerk, published a regular newsletter and Annual Report, held at least 6 full Council meetings a year, had adopted a Code of Conduct, and maintained accurate and transparent financial arrangements.


Councillors expect that the accreditation will help facilitate the devolvement of services from larger authorities – notably Rother District Council which has run Rye’s car parks, allotments, public conveniences and open spaces since 1974.

In addition to helping town and parish councils to take on more responsibilities it is anticipated that, in the near future, Quality Councils will be able to bid for additional Central Government funding.

Subject to confirmation, the Earl of Lytton will be presenting the Mayor of Rye with the Council’s Quality Town Council Certificate at the Council meeting to be held on Monday 11 December at 6pm. Also present will be the Chief Executive, Chairman and Deputy Leader of Rother District Council.


ATTENTION TILLING GREEN RESIDENTS!

Members of Rye Town Council’s Public Services Committee are looking to recruit a new member from the Tilling Green Estate.

The Public Services Committee meets quarterly at the Town Hall on a Monday evening. Its membership includes local Councillors, the Police, Rye Partnership, the Marsh Link Community Rail Partnership and Rother Voluntary Action. Members discuss health and community services, public transport, public safety, crime and disorder, emergency planning and utilities services.

Ideally, the Committee is seeking an enthusiastic person who keeps in touch with issues affecting the Tilling Green Estate and who is able to articulate the needs and concerns of all its residents.

To discuss the role informally please ring the Town Clerk on 223902.

WELCOME

Congratulations to Eric Streeton and Keith Taylor – both Democracy for Rye candidates - who triumphed in the Town Council bye-election held on 31 August. The full results were:

COX

Rita Rosemary
224

NEAME

Jessica Catherine
261

STREETON
Eric Anthony

326

TAYLOR

Keith William

315

WRIGHT

David Frederick
  91

The turnout was 20.14%.

REMEMBRANCE

Remembrance Sunday (12 November) will look a little different this year – following the Service the Mayor (and Speaker of the Cinque Ports), Cllr Paul Osborne will invite all the brownies, guides, cubs, scouts, sea cadets and St John Ambulance cadets who have planted wooden crosses at the War Memorial back to the Town Hall for a warming glass of (non-alcoholic!) punch.

THINK LOCAL – PLAN LOCAL

In August, Councillors resolved to take the initiative in developing a Town Plan for Rye. ‘What’s that?’ you may well ask. Simply, it is a written statement of the future actions a community would like to see undertaken in its area. 


An action plan is produced following consultation with all members of the community and provides an opportunity to influence what happens in the area. Plans typically address a range of issues – including (affordable) housing; transport; leisure; the environment; the needs of the young, older and vulnerable people; and community safety.


The development of an action plan is guided by a steering group consisting mainly of volunteers – enthusiastic individuals, representatives of local community organisations and local councillors.


The Town Council will shortly be seeking people to form a steering group which will receive advice and guidance – including some financial assistance – from Action in Rural Sussex. To pre-register your interest in joining the group – or to find our more – contact us on 223903 or email townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk.

DON’T DELAY – VISIT TODAY!

If you’d like to find out more about the Town Council and what it does – including viewing annual reports, accounts, agendas and Minutes - without leaving the comfort of your own home why not visit www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk?

TRADING CONTROLS EXPAND

On 29 September Rother District Council published notice of its proposal to consolidate and expand the existing Street Trading Controls. Representations were required to be submitted in writing by 27 October. In the case of Rye, the intention is to increase the number of Consent Streets (where trading is prohibited without the permission of the District Council). The current Consent Streets are The Mint, High Street, Hilders Cliff, Lion Street, Market Street, East Street and Ockman’s Lane – to which would be added The Strand, The Quay (including the road between The Strand and The Quay), The Deals, Mermaid Street (from junction with The Strand to 20m east) and Wish Ward. 

SPECIAL PRICE

Copies of the limited print run Ryennium – Antient Rye at the Millennium by Jo Kirkham are available form the Town Hall for just £4.95. Each copy is numbered and signed by the author. To purchase copies (by cash or cheque) drop into the Town Hall Mon-Thurs, 9am-1pm.

SPEAKER’S DAY

The Mayors, Mayoresses and Town Clerks from all 14 Corporate Members of the Confederation of the Cinque Ports - together with the Lord Warden, Deputy Constable of Dover Castle, Surrogate Judge, Chairmen of East Sussex and Rother District Councils, Dean of Chichester and the High Sheriffs of East Sussex and Kent – congregated in Rye on 16 September for Speaker’s Day. 


Guests processed in their uniforms and robes from the Town Hall, around Church Square to St Mary’s for a Service, followed by a group photograph in the Gungarden and a luncheon at the refurbished George Hotel.

The Speakership of the Confederation (held currently by the Rye Mayor, Cllr Paul Osborne) rotates around the 5 Main Ports and two Antient Towns and, in recent times, it has become common practice for the Speaker to invite Confederation Mayors and distinguished guests to join together to reinforce a long-established bond between Confederation Members. 


The Speakership’s next port of call is New Romney in May 2007.

AUDIT MATTERS

The audit of the Town Council’s Accounts for 2005-06 has now been completed. Copies of the Accounts and Auditor’s Report are available, without charge, from the Town Hall or may be viewed on the Council’s web site (www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk).
TALK TO US

The next three Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



Nov 1

Cllrs David Russell and Sam Souster



Dec 6

Cllrs Granville Bantick and John Breeds



Jan 3

Cllrs Jonathan Breeds & Roger Breeds

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6pm unless indicated otherwise
Nov
6

Planning

20

Planning, Policy

Dec
4

Planning

11

Council

19(Tues)
Planning
Jan
8

Planning, Leisure & Tourism
15

Public Services, Policy (Budget)

22

Planning
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.
Councillors

BANTICK Granville*
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 223393

BREEDS Roger
4 St Margarets Terrace, Rye TN31 7DE


t 223032

CAREY Paul

7 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 223416

DYCE Peter

6 Meryon Court, Rye TN31 7LY



t 224526

HOLMES Sonia
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068
IZOD John

19 Church Square, Rye TN31 7HE


t 223781

KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415

 (Mayor)  

TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@cadborough.freeserve.co.uk
PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

RUSSELL David
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

(Deputy Mayor)

SOUSTER Sam*
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


t 224305
STREETON Eric
5 Hillcrest, Rye TN31 7HP



t 222512

TAYLOR Keith

18 Lion Street, Rye TN31 7LB



t 222512
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk
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