RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS – APRIL 2010
 A VIBRANT TOWN CENTRE
As this Fixtures goes to print the Council has been advised that the Chamber of Commerce is seeking to hold a debate on the future of trading within Rye at The George on Wednesday 7 April at 6pm. There will be a panel which will include County Councillor (and Chairman of Rye Partnership) Keith Glazier, Stephen Jempson (Jempsons) and a Member of the Town Council. The discussion topics are likely to include: keeping Rye High Street vibrant, the relocation of the Library to the former Woolworth’s store, use of the (current) Library/FE Centre site, Sunday trading, the need – or not! – for a ‘second supermarket’.
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
By the time you are reading this the annual meeting of Rye Local Government Electors will have already taken place (24 March). For copies of the written reports prepared by Town Council Committee Chairmen and Rye’s County and District Councillors, please visit the News section of www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk or ring the Town Hall on 223902.
MAYOR MAKING
The Council recently appointed John Breeds as Mayor/Chairman Elect for 2010-11 and Lorna Hall as Deputy Mayor/Deputy Chairman for 2010-11. These appointments will need to be confirmed at the Council’s Annual Meeting (Mayor Making) on Monday 3 May at 11am. As usual, the time for the Throwing of the Hot Pennies will be c12.30pm.

The next ordinary Parish/Town and Rother District Council Elections will be held on 5 May 2011.
PEAK OIL?
Sadly, the local bid for £500,000 from the Government’s Low Carbon Communities Challenge to fund capital projects to reduce carbon emissions was unsuccessful. However, those involved with the bid – including Rother District Council, East Sussex County Council, Rye Town Council and Rother Environmental Group – have formed the Rye Low Carbon Community to identify – with reference to the Rye Local Action Plan – opportunities to reduce the town’s carbon footprint by at least 10%.


The scope of the Low Carbon Community’s work will focus on domestic housing (freehold and leasehold dwellings - and those provided by Registered Social Landlords); industry, commercial and public sector emissions – and all road traffic. It is hoped that the project will facilitate energy efficiency improvements to Rye’s buildings. If possible, means to eradicate fuel poverty will also be addressed.
ADULT EDUCATION
At the Rye Public Services Committee meeting held on 1 February the Principal of Sussex Coast College Hastings (formerly HCAT), Sue Middlehurst outlined the College’s plans for the Lion Street site once the Library has relocated to the High Street. The College is looking to dispose of the land and invest the monies realised into a purpose-built facility at Rye College for vocational training for younger people – as well as adult education. She suggested that this would be sympathetic to the wishes of the Meryon family which had gifted the Lion Street site for the purpose of constructing a school. Ms Middlehurst advised that costly roof repairs were required at Lion Street and observed that planning permission (now lapsed) for residential development there had been obtained in 2004.

The Town Council is aware that there is considerable affection for the Library building and the older part of the FE Centre – hence its invitation (accepted) to Ms Middlehurst to attend the Annual Town Meeting on 24 March and subsequent consideration of the matter at the Council meeting held on 29 March.
COUNCIL TAX
In February the Council resolved to put up its precept (local Council Tax) by just 1% (£800). This is the lowest increase for more than 10 years.
PLANNING PROCEDURES
In February the Council considered a number of suggestions put forward by the Campaign for a Democratic Rye for changing the planning system. Although they did not find favour with a majority of the Councillors present the Council will be discussing with the Planning Authority (Rother District Council) the fact that members of the public are not permitted to speak at its Planning Committee meetings (they can at the Town Council’s Planning & Townscape Committee meetings).

NEW HUB
At new community hub for Rye & District is run every Wednesday, 10.30am-12.30pm at the Rye Club, Market Road. It provides an opportunity to meet friends – and make new ones; have a cup of tea/coffee; and exchange books, magazines, CDs, DVDs, produce, plants, seeds and so on. Simply pop in or, for more information, contact: Dennis Leeds-George on 222396 e leeds-george1@btconnect.com
MUGA
The County Council has granted planning permission for the construction of a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) at Rye College.  However, there are a number of conditions: the facility can be used only between the hours of 8.30am and 9pm (Mon-Fri), between 10am and 7pm on Saturdays and between 10am and 6pm on Sundays; the MUGA shall not be brought into use until an (approved) 3m high acoustic barrier has been installed; a traffic management plan has been approved; and details of the perimeter fence have been approved.
DEVASTATING
Along with shocked residents the Town Council made strong representations to Network Rail in respect of its over zealous tree ‘maintenance’ work, trackside, from the bottom of Rye Hill eastwards. Network Rail appeared to be operating a ‘scorched earth’ policy 30’ either side of the track, disturbing wildlife and, for some residents, removing a natural buffer between their properties and the railway. Even the intervention of Michael Foster MP (who, it transpired, had previously taken Network Rail to task on the same issue elsewhere) could not prevent the destruction – with Network Rail claiming that its programme of work had been sanctioned by Natural England.
SURGERIES
The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:


April 14
David Wright and Granville Bantick



May 4

John Breeds and Jonathan Breeds



June 2

Brian Elliott and Bernardine Fiddimore



July 7

Lorna Hall and Sonia Holmes

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.

Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall remain suspended. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.


Michael Foster MP holds a monthly surgery at the Town Hall on the second Friday of the month. To make an appointment please ring 01424 464604 or email mp@1066.net.
______________________________________________________________________________
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise
April 

12

Planning & Townscape, Policy


26

Planning & Townscape, Leisure & Tourism
May

3

Mayor Making (11am)


10

Council (Committee Formation), Planning & Townscape


24

Planning & Townscape, Public Services
June

7

Planning & Townscape


21

Planning & Townscape, Policy
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

by post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff

Town Clerk Richard Farhall
Assistant Town Clerk Judy Pettitt
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Deputy Mayor)  
e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808



e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes@rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

10 Tower St, Rye
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk
t 227569

SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DY


t 224305

(Mayor)


e sam.souster@yahoo.com

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Amber Rudd)


t 01424 850828
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 

