




RYE TOWN COUNCIL
working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS – OCTOBER 2009
 LAND NORTH OF UDIMORE ROAD

At an urgent Council meeting on 7 September Councillors resolved that they could not support the developer’s application for approval of a number of ‘reserved matters’ in relation to its wish to construct 135 dwellings on land north of Udimore Road on the following grounds:

· The Council remains concerned that the existing means of 
disposal of foul sewerage in the vicinity of the proposed development is inadequate to deal with the substantially increased levels of foul waste likely to be generated.

· The Council is very concerned about the dangers posed to younger children (especially) through the presence of play equipment close to a water course which can be fast-flowing during particular seasons and weather conditions.

· The affordable and rented dwellings should be ‘dispersed’ more widely throughout the site in order to prevent ‘ghettoisation’. 

· It is proposed that pedestrians accessing the site will be able to do so once footpath Rye 35 is extended through the Old Brickyard. However, even if the surface of this section was improved significantly there would be insufficient width to accommodate safely delivery/service vehicles and pedestrians.

· The proposed natural ‘buffer area’ between the development and the rear gardens of 73-123 Udimore Road represents a missed opportunity: this area could be designated as parking for the occupants of the aforementioned properties, thereby reducing traffic congestion on Udimore Road (B2089) (assuming the introduction of appropriate traffic calming measures). This would 
help also to mitigate the impact of the additional vehicular journeys associated with the new development once completed.

· There appears to be an under-provision of litter bins in the play areas.

· The planting scheme inappropriately makes provision for chalk downland flowers and fails to provide sufficient specimens of hornbeam (which are typical of the area).

Nevertheless, Rother District Council’s Planning Committee considered the application (RR/2009/1924/P) on 10 September and considered that it was generally acceptable. Planning permission was therefore granted. It remains the case that the Town Council is totally opposed to any development on the site.

SAFE SLUMBER

The Health Improvement Team has organised free electric blanket testing at the Rye Club, Market Road on Friday 30 October, 10am-12 noon. It is by appointment only. To make an appointment ring Maggie Cornish on 01424 457129.


Remember: regular testing of your blanket reduces the risk of fire.

APPLY NOW!

The Rye Fund, established earlier in the year, is now in a position to distribute grant funding. Applications are invited from voluntary bodies and charitable organisations for initiatives that benefit the local community – with an emphasis on

· Improving social, cultural and educational provision

· Promoting the well being and viability of Rye as a sustainable social and economic hub of the surrounding community

· Improving and maintaining Rye’s built environment

Specific capital projects concerning the built environment will be considered with an emphasis on:

· Working for the conservation of Rye’s built environmental heritage

· Promoting the sustainable re-use of heritage buildings

· Contributing towards the improvement of infrastructure and visual aspects of Rye’s public realm

The size of the grants available is £100-£500 and the closing date is 30 October 2009. Applicants will be notified of the outcome by 30 November.


An application form – and application guidelines – may be found at: www.sussexgiving.org.uk/apply-for-funding/our-application-process.php or you may ring the Sussex Community Foundation (which is providing admin support) on 01273 409440. After the SCF has checked that completed applications meet the criteria they will be passed to a Local Assessment Panel made up of people who live/work in Rye and who are familiar with the area’s needs and the work of the voluntary and community groups operating within it.


For further information about the Rye Fund visit www.theryefund.org.uk.

PLAN LATEST

The Rye Local Action Plan – essentially a statement of a communities ‘priority needs’ and who will be working to address them – is about to be published. Copies may be collected from the Town Hall or viewed/downloaded at: www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk. The Council is particularly keen to hear from anyone interested in helping to take forward any of the ‘actions’ identified in the Plan.

MORE ON ALLOTMENTS 

Regular readers will know that the Town Council and District Council do not see eye-to-eye on the question of who should own Rye’s two remaining allotments, Love Lane and South Undercliff. Although the Town Council remains firmly of the opinion that title to the land properly rests with it, in order to try and avoid costly litigation (the cost of which would inevitably fall on the local Council Tax payer – whoever ‘won’) the Council has decided to investigate whether the matter could be settled by either mediation or arbitration.

WELL BEING WITHIN REACH

As this issue goes to print the Town Council is close to being eligible to exercise the Power of Well Being - a power which has been available to district and county councils for some years and which enables a qualifying council to do (virtually) anything which it considers likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well being of the area. All 16 Town Councillors have received training in the use of the new power, a Community Engagement Statement of Intent has been published (visit www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk) and the Clerk has submitted a piece of work to demonstrate that he is qualified to advise the Council on the application of the power.
SURGERIES

The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



Oct 7

Brian Elliott and Bernardine Fiddimore



Nov 4

Lorna Hall and Sonia Holmes



Dec 2

Jo Kirkham and Paul Osborne



Jan 6

Frank Palmer and Ian Potter

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.


Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall remain suspended. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.


Michael Foster MP holds a monthly surgery at the Town Hall on the second Friday of the month. To make an appointment please ring 01424 464604 or email mp@1066.net.
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

by post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff

Town Clerk Richard Farhall
Assistant Town Clerk Judy Pettitt
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Deputy Mayor)  
e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808



e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes@rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

10 Tower St, Rye
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk
t 227569

SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DY


t 224305

(Mayor)


e sam.souster@yahoo.com
WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries
Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre
Home of the Rye Town Model, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts
East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 

Rye Tourist Information Centre
t 229049
