RYE TOWN COUNCIL
NEWS – MAY 2006
SPEND A PENNY – SAVE A POUND?
As expected, Councillors have received a formal invitation from Rother District Council to enter into negotiations for the possible transfer of Rye’s public conveniences from it to the Town Council. 

RDC is offering 25-year ‘peppercorn’ leases or sub-leases on the facilities at Station Approach, Lucknow Place, Strand Quay and the Gun Garden – but not Rope Walk (closed April 2005). In return for relieving (pun intended!) Rother of the burden of running the town’s conveniences, it is proposing to pay the Town Council around £42,000pa (index linked) to cover the estimated running costs (including utilities, insurances, cleaning, grounds maintenance, repairs/maintenance, vandal damage and rates). Although RDC would retain capital charges, it would benefit by no longer having to provide any management, monitoring or central staff support costs. In the case of Rye’s four (open) toilets this equates approximately to an annual saving of £12,000. Therefore, the actual current cost to Rother of providing the town’s conveniences is in the region of £54,000pa.

The Town Council has been given until the end of August for both parties to reach an agreement. If this does not happen, Rother will then explore a transfer to a ‘non-public organisation’.


A small working group of Town Councillors has been established to assess the offer and explore options. One of the first steps it took was to organise a meeting (scheduled for 2 May) with other parish/town councils in the District in a similar position – including Battle, Sedlescombe and Robertsbridge & Salehurst.  


The challenge before these councils is to find a way of providing a fundamental public service which does not disadvantage disproportionately local tax payers. No reasonable person would dispute the need for public toilets provision - especially in areas which have come to rely significantly on the ‘visitor pound’ - and most people do not seem to mind paying to use a clean and well-maintained facility. Unfortunately, however, there are various pieces of legislation which restrict the ability of providers of public toilets - particularly local authorities – to levy charges.
NEW FACE
Congratulations and welcome to new Town Councillor, Sonia Holmes who achieved office on the night of the bye-election held on 6 April. The full results were:
HOLMES Sonia, Irene


Democratic Rye

266

NEAME Jessica Catherine


Independent


137

STRANGEWAYS Thomas Christopher
Action for Environment &








Local Democracy

155

The turnout was 17.89%.

The Council is aware that concern has been expressed that no polls card were issued. After careful consideration, a majority of Councillors took the view that it was difficult to justify the cost for a bye-election. The estimated total bill for the election was £2,500 – including £705 for postal voting (there are now around 400 of you registered) and £825 for sending out poll cards. Although poll cards can act as a useful reminder, it is not necessary currently to have one in order to vote at your local polling station.
ALL CHANGE (AGAIN?)

In recent months a number of national newspapers have reported that a major re-organisation of local government is in the offing and that the elections scheduled for May 2007 will be postponed. There has been much speculation (mainly within local government!) about what this ‘re-organisation’ might entail. It has been suggested that the Government is keen to see a reduction in the ‘levels’ of local administration and that this could be achieved by some county and district/borough council merging to become ‘unitary authorities’ (similar to Brighton & Hove). Locally, the Leader of Hastings BC, Cllr Jeremy Birch is reported to have expressed interest in this notion – however, for such a proposition to be viable Hastings would probably have to join with Rother DC. Within the world of those representing the interests of parish and town councils there is the expectation that the re-organisation could see some services undertaken currently by larger councils devolved down to the ‘lowest tier’ of government. Of course, this does pre-suppose that this tier will be safe from abolition itself! At this stage, the only thing that is know with any degree of certainty is that a White Paper on Local Government Reform may well be published next month (June). It is likely that further information will appear shortly on the web site of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister: www.odpm.gov.uk.
BUSINESS AS USUAL
The Town Council is delighted to report that it has now concluded negotiations with Rye Town Services. RTS will run Rye Heritage Centre and Rye Tourist Information Centre until March 2011 when the Agreement will be reviewed. The Agreement helps secure the employment of the Council’s staff based at the Centre and ensures also the continued provision of a high quality tourist information service for Rye and District.
IMMINENT
The final report of the consultants undertaking a feasibility study looking at the social and economic benefits of pedestrianising the Strand Car Park is expected imminently. The views of a range of key stakeholders – including local traders, Rother District Council, local residents, the Chamber of Commerce and car park users - have been assessed and a range of options identified. Once Councillors have received, and given initial consideration to the report, they will then decide how the consultants’ findings can best be ‘fed back’ to the consultees and wider community, with a view to determining a way forward.
A SUCCESS STORY
The new Rye Skate Park continues to be well used. A bin has now been installed in close proximity to the facility and an advisory sign – giving details of the nearest telephone, public toilets and contact details to report damage – has been fixed to the main structure. 

The Skate Park Community Steering Group is continuing to source funding to finish paying for the work undertaken thus far – as well as to finance the purchase and installation of the outstanding items of equipment.

NEW LIGHTS COMMISSIONED
Although the Town Council’s application to East Sussex County Council’s new Community Fund for 50% of the cost of installing new street lights on the Udimore Road-Marley Road footpath was unsuccessful for both the first and second (final) rounds of bidding, it has asked the local County Lighting Engineer to proceed to install five new columns and lanterns.
TALK TO US

The next three Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:


May 3

Cllrs Jonathan Breeds and Richard Breeds


June 7

Cllrs Roger Breeds and Paul Carey



July 5

Cllrs Peter Dyce and John Izod
If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
______________________________________________________________________________
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6pm unless indicated otherwise
May
8
Council (Committee Formation), Planning

22
Planning, Policy
June
5
Council, Planning




19
Planning
July
3
Planning, Leisure & Tourism
17
Planning, Public Services
31
Planning, Policy
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL
By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryeuk.fsnet.co.uk
web watch this space!
Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.

Councillors
BANTICK Granville*
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 223393

BREEDS Richard
33 Kings Avenue, Rye TN31 7LU


t 229840

BREEDS Roger
4 St Margarets Terrace, Rye TN31 7DE


t 223032

CAREY Paul

7 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 223416

DYCE Peter

6 Meryon Court, Rye TN31 7LY



t 224526

HOLMES Sonia
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068
IZOD John

19 Church Square, Rye TN31 7HE


t 223781

KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

LYUS Geoff

50 Fishmarket Road, Rye TN31 7LP


t 224374

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415

 (Mayor)  

TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@cadborough.freeserve.co.uk
PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

RUSSELL David
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

(Deputy Mayor)

SOUSTER Sam*
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


t 224305

* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries
Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.
Rye Heritage Centre
Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts
East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 222293


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Help & Advice Centre

t 222293

Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk
