RYE TOWN COUNCIL
NEWS 

JUNE 2004
POSTERN GATE
In April many Town Councillors – together with our Town Crier, Rex Swain - joined hundreds of placard-waving residents on a march against the Primary Care Trust’s backing of the proposed relocation of the Postern Gate Surgery to the grounds of the Rye Memorial Care Centre in Rye Foreign.
Rye Town Council (RTC) is delighted that the town’s MP, Michael Foster has thrown his full support behind the campaign to halt this ill-conceived move. Councillors fear that many of the practice’s patients will have difficulty accessing the surgery at the Care Centre (it’s all very well having improved facilities – but if you can’t get to them!) and are pushing for a more central location – preferably the former Lower Thomas Peacock School site. However, the owner of the former school site, East Sussex County Council believes that it is not possible to surmount access difficulties to its property within the practice’s time frame. RTC considers that ‘where there is a will there is a way’ and remains unconvinced that all avenues have been explored.
CONGRATULATIONS!

On 10 May, Cllr Ian Potter was elected Mayor and Cllr Paul Osborne became Deputy Mayor.

THE SAGA CONTINUES
At the time of writing, it is still not known who will be running Rye Tourist Information Centre from April 2005.

No outside operator is prepared to run Bexhill TIC for a grant of £30,000pa so, for 2004-05, Rother District Council (RDC) has decided to run it in-house for the same net cost. However, The Town Council has highlighted some fundamental flaws with RDC’s costing. For example, no provision has been made for support services (such as payroll and human resources management), water rates, cleaning, travel expenses, uniforms, computer costs, insurance or accountancy and audit. These costs would appear to be ‘hidden’ within RDC’s general finances. However, they are relevant costs and should be included.

Bexhill TIC deals with around 25% of the enquiries dealt with by Rye TIC yet RDC is continuing to offer Rye the same amount - £30,000pa. Unsurprisingly, no outside operator can be found to run Rye TIC at that price either! The Town Council considers that operating a TIC in Rye for a grant less than £50-£60,000pa is unviable.

Further information: Richard, 223902
TALK TO US!

The Council appreciates that some of you might prefer to communicate with your Councillors in person rather than by post, telephone or email. Consequently, regular monthly surgeries are held at the Town Hall, usually on the first Wednesday of the month between 6.30pm and 7.30pm. Because Rye Town consists of one Parish ward your 16 elected Members attend the surgeries on a rota basis. The next three surgeries will be attended by:


July 7

Cllrs Peter Dyce and John Izod


August 4
Cllrs Jo Kirkham and Geoff Lyus


September 1
Cllrs Paul Osborne and Frank Palmer

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot please ring Judy on 223902. 
DISTRICT MATTERS
Many of Rye’s public services and facilities – such as public conveniences, refuse collection, open spaces and car parks - are provided currently by Rother District Council.  If you have concerns about these services  - and wish to pursue them directly – you might like to contact our District Councillors:

Cllr Granville Bantick 25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS
t 227724


e cllr.granville.bantick@rother.gov.uk

Cllr Sam Souster 96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX

t 224305









e cllr.samuel.souster@rother.gov.uk

MADE IN RYE

All being well, The Keewaydin – believed to be the only Rye-built sailing trawler left in commission – will moor at Strand Quay on 2 or 3 June until 4 June. The owners are happy to receive visits from interested residents.


The Council is thrilled that the vessel is ‘coming home’ and is contributing towards the cost of its short (but eagerly-anticipated) stay.

CURIOUS?

If you haven’t seen the inside of the Town Hall and would like to do so please ring 223902 to arrange a viewing.

A HELPING HAND
The Council’s charity, Rye Relief in Need agreed recently the following grants: 

Age Concern
Befriending service

£150

Relate

Relateen service

£500

If your organisation needs funds to help Rye residents, or you know a Rye resident who is in need (perhaps even yourself), please ring Richard on 223902 for an informal chat.
D-DAY
On 6 June, the Mayor and Councillors will be participating in a Thanksgiving Parade and Service at St Mary’s Church to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the D-Day landings in 1944. 


D-Day was the launch of the Allied invasion of France to help free mainland Europe of Hitler and Nazism. During the Normandy landings there were around 10,000 Allied casualties, around one-third of whom lost their lives.


The Parade leaves Adams at 2.30pm – with the Service commencing at 3pm.
A WARM WELCOME TO . . .
Recent staff appointments: New Town Sergeant, George Brown (formerly Second Sergeant at Tenterden), and Kathryn Howe and Josephine DuBern at Rye Heritage Centre.

AND GOODBYE TO . . .

Former Heritage Centre employee, Ilona Parsons who has joined Rother District Council as Bexhill’s new Tourist Information Centre Manager.

LOCAL PLAN

The Rother District Local Plan Public Local Inquiry commences on 19 October. If you have lodged an objection (or comment) the Planning Authority (Rother District Council) should have written to you asking you how you would like to pursue your representation/s.

In addition to making further written representations, RTC has agreed to send four Councillors to the Inquiry to support the Council’s contention that greenfield land north of Udimore Road is totally unsuitable for residential development.


A copy of the latest Plan (November 2003) may be viewed at the Town Hall or Help & Advice Centre in Cinque Ports Street.
CRIME & DISORDER

The Inaugural meeting of the Rye Local Action Team took place at the Town Hall on 28 April. Initiated by the Town Council, Rye’s LAT consists of representatives drawn from public/community bodies – including: Sussex Police, Rother District Council, Rye Town Council, Thomas Peacocke Community College, Rye & District Chamber of Commerce, Rye Hotels & Caterers’ Association and the Rye Partnership. The community and the police will work together closely to address locally-agreed ‘priority’ crime & disorder issues.

The next meeting will be held at the Town Hall on Wednesday 9 June at 6pm. Members of the public are welcome to attend.


Further information: Richard, 223902
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public
You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6pm unless indicated otherwise
At the time of going to press, the Council’s schedule of meetings for 2004-05 had not been adopted. Please ring 223902 for an update. Agendas for meetings are posted on the Town Hall noticeboard nearest Reception and at Rye Library and the Rother Homes office in Cinque Port Street.

CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL
By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryeuk.fsnet.co.uk
web watch this space!
Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.

Rye Heritage Centre Manager
Joanna Arkley, Rye Heritage Centre, Strand Quay, Rye TN31 7AY

t 226696

f 223460

e manager@ryetic.i12.com
w www.ryeheritage.co.uk
Councillors
BANTICK Granville

25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS



t 227724

BREEDS John


71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EAe jabreeds@hotmail.com 
t 222554


BREEDS Jonathan

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA



t 222554

BREEDS Richard

33 Kings Avenue, Rye TN31 7LU



t 229840

BREEDS Roger

4 St Margarets Terrace, Rye TN31 7DE



t 223032

CAREY Paul (Mayor)

7 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB




t 223416

DYCE Peter


6 Meryon Court, Rye TN31 7LY




t 224526

IZOD John


Flat 2, Old Grammar School, High St, Rye TN31 7JF

t 223781

KIRKHAM Jo


10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB



t 222562

LYUS Geoff


50 Fishmarket Road, Rye TN31 7LP



t 224374

OSBORNE Paul

Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 6AA
t 222415

f  222415
m 07973 742210
e paul@cadborough.freeserve.co.uk
PALMER Frank

4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB




t 222603

PARKS Jean


37 South Undercliff, Rye TN31 7HN



t 229849

POTTER Ian (Deputy Mayor)
146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ   



t 223453

RUSSELL David

Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

           

t/f 227106

SOUSTER Sam

96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX



t 224305
Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.
Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council since 1990.  t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council
t 01273 481000

www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
Rother District Council
t 01424  787878
www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes


t 222293

www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Help & Advice Centre
t 222293

Rye Partnership

t 229600

www.ryepartnership.org.uk
