




RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS (July-September 2008)
GREENFIELD SITE LOST

Perhaps the most disappointing news for many years was the decision of the Planning Inspectorate to allow an Appeal lodged by Aroncorp Ltd against Rother District Council’s refusal of its outline planning permission for residential development of 135 dwellings (40% ‘affordable’) on the greenfield site north of Udimore Road.

The Inspector, Roy Foster, appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, considered that the main issue was whether or not the granting of planning permission would compromise national, regional and local policies concerning the supply of housing land. Other matters he considered were whether of not the scheme would (a) secure adequate drainage of the site, (b) give rise to irresolvable transport issues, (c) avoid harm to the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), and (d) cause adverse impacts on issues of nature conservation interest, including protected species.

Housing land supply The Inspector concluded that the District Council’s ‘reliance’ on ‘windfall sites’ to achieve its housing targets was insufficiently robust and did not accord with current national guidance. In any case, he was of the view that the appeal site has already been identified as suitable for development after full testing at the Local Plan Inquiry (albeit subject to the caveat about the timing of its release). Moreover, the evidence is that it can be delivered by 2013. Its release now would increase the likelihood of meeting the target for a deliverable 5-year land supply in compliance with national, regional and local policies, because a very much ‘best case scenario’ shortfall of 46 would be turned into a similarly-qualified modest surplus of 89. He considered that the delivery of housing on an alternative site, Rock Channel, could be some time away and took the view that there was no certainty of housing on the former Thomas Peacocke Lower School site because of the interest shown by a national retailer.

Drainage Rother withdrew its original objections because the appellant had demonstrated how the Environment Agency’s requirements would be met. The Inspector concurred, stating that he was satisfied that the drainage issues affecting the site and its surroundings have been carefully assessed through the flood risk assessment and other work. The scheme proposed would incorporate ‘attenuation tanks’ which would store ‘excess’ surface water and discharge it in a controlled manner. He considered that the solution proposed would reduce the current storm discharge rates from the site into both the Northern Ditch and Old Brickyard Ditch.

Transport The Inspector noted that the County Council has no concerns outstanding and that the appellant would make contributions towards upgrading bus stops and bus services, improving rights of way and installing an off-site cycleway/footpath between Ferry Road and TPCC. The Inspector judged that the transport assessment undertaken for the appellant demonstrates that other concerns raised by local residents relating to the impacts of development on traffic flows and safety on Udimore Road are not such to justify withholding planning permission . . . 
AONB The Inspector noted that the site falls outside the AONB and considered that the development proposed would not intrude into the landscape of it. With the passage of time the proposed structure planting would soften both the new development and the existing built edge of this part of the town as seen from the AONB. Consequently, the scheme would not have an adverse effect on the protected landscape and, in time, would provide benefit.
Nature conservation In general the site is considered to be ‘species-poor’ – although there is a low count of slow worms and small number of great-crested newts.

Given the likely adverse economic climate over the next few years it is difficult to envisage this development commencing in the near future. The Town Council will continue to monitor the situation closely and strive to ensure that the impact of any development on local residents is mitigated.

ELECTIONS

Congratulations to Mary Smith who emerged victorious from the by-election held on 22 May following the resignation of Sylvia Willgoss. The results were as follows:


IZOD John





249


LYUS Geoff
Labour Party



135


SMITH Mary
Campaign for a Democratic Rye
441


Turnout: 25.4%

Congratulations also to Cllrs Sam Souster and John Breeds who were elected Mayor and Deputy Mayor (respectively) at the Council’s traditional Mayor Making ceremony on the first May Bank Holiday. Sam’s Mayoress is former Town Councillor, Rita Cox.

ALLOTMENTS

Last month (June) Rother District Council’s Cabinet considered Rye Town Council’s representations (via its solicitor) asserting that; the South Undercliff and Love Lane allotments are ‘statutory’ (ie they have legal recognition and, correspondingly, some protection); the Town Council is the proper ‘allotments authority’; and that, although title to the land was passed to RDC in 1976, there was no power under statute for the underlying function (providing allotments) to be transferred – and, therefore, it may reasonably be considered that the Town Council delegated the discharge of the allotment function to Rother. That being the case, the Town Council is entitled to resume the function at any time - which it has resolved to do.


The Cabinet has decided to enter into negotiations.

CANINE CONTROL

Rother’s Dog Control Exclusion Order came into force on 1 July. Dogs are not permitted on any land within Rother District which is open to the air to which the public is entitled to have access (with or without payment) of the types following: bowling greens, enclosed children’s play areas, sports and playing fields under the control of educational establishments, ornamental planted areas or public walks and pleasure grounds – plus (in Rye) the Cemetery and Gun Garden. (Dogs are excluded also from certain sections of beach from 1 May to 30 September.)

LONGER WAIT

Having indicated that they would introduce traffic calming measures on New Road (A259) by March 2008, InterRoute (the Highways Agency’s main contractor) re-allocated the funding for the scheme because it discovered that this gateway to the town falls within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (wrong!) and the Dungeness, Romney & Rye Bay Site of Special Scientific Interest (partly right – around 50’ of New Road abuts a SSSI). InterRoute will be re-bidding for money to complete the necessary works . . . for the financial year 2009/10.
FRIENDLY COMPETITION

The Fourth Rye Flower & Vegetable Show will take place at the Community Centre, Conduit Hill on Saturday 30 August. This year it has been organised jointly by Rye in Bloom and the Rye Allotments Association; however, the format remains largely similar to previous years – with the entry classes being Fruit & Veg, Flowers & Foliage, Cookery, Photography & Handicrafts, and Children’s’ Classes (under 15 yrs). It remains very much a fun event – suitable for beginner and ‘old hands’ alike. The Show schedule (which includes showing tips and an entry form) is available from a number of outlets in the town, including the Town Hall (Mon-Thurs, 9am-1pm).

TALK TO US

The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



July 2

Cllrs Lorna Hall and Sonia Holmes



Aug 6

Cllrs Jo Kirkham and Paul Osborne



Sep 3

Cllrs Frank Palmer and Ian Potter



Oct 1

Cllrs Shaun Rogers and David Russell

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.

______________________________________________________________________________

RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION

FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise

July
  7

Planning & Townscape, Public Services

21

Council, Planning & Townscape

Aug       4
Planning & Townscape

            18
Planning & Townscape, Policy

Sep        1
Planning & Townscape, Leisure & Tourism

15

Council, Planning & Townscape

29
Planning & Townscape

CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL
By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Deputy Mayor)  
e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808



e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes @rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

10 Tower St, Rye
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk
t 227569
SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


t 224305

(Mayor)

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye
Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 
