RYE TOWN COUNCIL
NEWS 

JULY 2005

OF SERVICE
The Rye Safety Advisory Committee has been disbanded and replaced with a Public Services Committee. The new committee will have a much wider remit and will advise the Council on matters such as healthcare, social care, community care, housing, public and community transport, emergency services, utility services and emergency planning. It is envisaged that crime and disorder issues will be addressed primarily by the Rye Local Action Team. The Public Services Committee will comprise 10 Councillors plus representatives from outside bodies (community/statutory) and individuals with relevant knowledge or expertise.

If you, or your organisation, would be interested in joining the committee please ring Richard Farhall on 223902.

SPECULATION

There has been much discussion within the town and pages of the Rye Observer about the merits or otherwise of a supermarket provider setting up shop on the site of the former Lower Thomas Peacock Community College in Ferry Road. Naturally, the Town Council has been asked for its views. For the avoidance of doubt the Council, as a ‘statutory consultee’, will determine its position when/if a formal planning application is submitted. However, the Council is on record as stating that, given the political will of the landowner, East Sussex County Council, there would appear to be no insurmountable reason why a relocated Postern Gate Surgery could not be accommodated on the site.
VERDICT CLOSE
The Planning Inspector overseeing the Rother District Local Plan Inquiry is expected to report his findings in

September. The Plan contains a number of contentious proposals – including a feasibility study for a marina on land south of Rock Channel and greenfield land north of Udimore Road being designated as a ‘reserve site’ for housing development.
AT THEIR CONVENIENCE
Rother District Council has commenced its review of public conveniences. A working group of Rother Councillors will look at how public toilets should be managed, including closure or transferring them to the respective Parish or Town Council. Options to be examined include maximising potential income from sites where closure is recommended or utilising them for other purposes. The Public Conveniences Working Group has been asked to report back to its parent Committee on 26 September 2005. The Town Council expects to be involved fully in this review.

In December 2004, public pressure forced the District Council to scale back its hasty toilet closure plans, leaving Rye with one less convenience (Tower Street) from 1 April 2005. 
REACHING OUT
The Council is keen to keep in touch with all aspects of community life and, when appropriate, to offer assistance and support. It has representatives on over 20 local community/voluntary groups. If you think your organisation might benefit from Council representation at management/members’ meetings - be it formally or informally – please contact Richard Farhall on 223902 e townhall@ryeuk.fsnet.co.uk.
ILLUMINATING
A Town Council-funded survey of the lighting on the Udimore Road-Marley Road footpath on the Tilling Green Estate has revealed that, to achieve satisfactory levels of illumination, the three existing concrete/galvanised columns need to be replaced with five new columns and lamps. The Council has agreed to proceed with their installation on the basis of a County Council undertaking that it would take over their maintenance.

MARITIME CELEBRATION
The Town Council and other sponsors – including the Rye Harbour Boat Owners, Rye Sailing Club, Environment Agency and River Café – are supporting a Rye Trafalgar 200 event to be held on the Strand Quay (A259) on Sunday 7 August, 11am to 4-5pm. The day, intended to mark the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar, will include (provisionally): live music, stalls, hog roast, the Cinque Ports Volunteers, over 15 boats with crews in period costume and tug-of-war.
NEW FACE

As a result of electoral boundary changes prior to the May elections the town now has a new County Councillor, Keith Glazier. Keith lives in Camber and is the County Council Cabinet Member with overall responsibility for Adult & Children’s Services. He is also Chairman of Rye Partnership.


Keith can be contacted on 01797 229581 e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk.
FUNDRAISING
Two worthy local organisations are busy raising funds for new premises and would appreciate any offers of assistance.

Rye Scouts need around £125,000 for a new Scout Hut. Contact: Julia Masters, 222119.

Rye Rugby Football Club is striving to achieve a target of £200,000 towards a new pavilion. Contact: Julie Denman, 01797 230793 e juliedenamn@btinternet.com.
LORD WARDEN

On 12 April a 16-strong delegation from Rye attended and participated in the Installation of Admiral the Lord Boyce GCB OBE DL as the new Lord Warden and Admiral of the Cinque Ports and Constable of Dover Castle. Lord Boyce succeeds HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother.

Lord Boyce has held a number of senior NATO Commands. He became First Sea Lord in 1998 and, in 2001, Chief of Defence Staff. Lord Boyce is keen to play a full role in the affairs of the Confederation and the life of its Member towns – indeed, he visited them immediately following the Installation. 
Copies of the excellent Installation Souvenir booklet are available from the Town Hall for £1.50.
RELOCATION RELOCATION RELOCATION
Although the Bexhill & Rother Primary Care Trust, Postern Gate Surgery and the Patient & Public Involvement Forum in Health (Rother) chose not to send official representatives, over 100 of you – together with the Mayor, our County Councillor and MP – attended a lively public meeting on 24 May at which it was confirmed that a majority of townsfolk are prepared to wait for a central site for a new surgery, rather than support the proposed relocation of Postern Gate to a less accessible location at the Memorial Care Centre. The community has re-articulated its wishes.

It is still not too late for those organisations with responsibility for such matters to act.
TIME TO TALK?

The next three Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



July 6
Cllrs David Russell & Sam Souster


Aug 3
Cllrs Granville Bantick and John Breeds


Sep 7
Cllrs Jonathan Breeds and Richard Breeds
If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
RISING SAP

A number of you were distressed to witness, in early June, the severe ‘pruning’ of trees at Hilder’s Cliff – despite the fact that nesting birds could have been affected and the trees are now at risk of disease. The work had been scheduled originally for the winter but Rother’s contractor had ‘got behind’. The laurels (reduced to 4 feet or so) should recover quickly.
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public
You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6pm unless indicated otherwise
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CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL
By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryeuk.fsnet.co.uk
web watch this space!
BANTICK Granville

25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS




t 227724

BREEDS John


The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN e jabreeds@hotmail.com 
t222554

BREEDS Jonathan

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA




t 222554

BREEDS Richard

33 Kings Avenue, Rye TN31 7LU




t 229840

BREEDS Roger

4 St Margarets Terrace, Rye TN31 7DE




t 223032

CAREY Paul 


7 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB





t 223416

DYCE Peter


6 Meryon Court, Rye TN31 7LY





t 224526

IZOD John


19 Church Square, Rye TN31 7HE




t 223781

KIRKHAM Jo


10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB




t 222562

LYUS Geoff


50 Fishmarket Road, Rye TN31 7LP




t 224374

OSBORNE Paul

Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 6AA

t 222415

(Deputy Mayor)


f  222415
m 07973 742210
e paul@cadborough.freeserve.co.uk
PALMER Frank

4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB





t 222603

PARKS Jean


37 South Undercliff, Rye TN31 7HN




t 229849

POTTER Ian (Mayor)

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    




t 223453

RUSSELL David

Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            


t/f 227106

SOUSTER Sam

96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX




t 224305

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.
Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council
t 01273 481000
www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878
www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 222293

www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye County Councillor


t 229581

e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Help & Advice Centre

t 222293

Rye Partnership


t 229600

www.ryepartnership.org.uk
