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SKATE PARK

Although opened officially on 17 December, Rye’s long-awaited new skate park has actually been in (extensive) use since October. It is by no means finished – additional equipment will be installed once further funding has been drawn down or sourced.

Congratulations must go to members of the Skate Park Community Steering Group who devoted considerable time to planning the facility – in close consultation with potential users – and to fundraising (an ongoing concern!). The facility itself is operated and maintained by the Town Council on land provided by Rother District Council for a nominal annual rent. 


Further developments on the site are dependent not only on funding but also users of the facility continuing to look after it. A litter bin has been ordered specifically for users of the site and will be installed shortly.
AN INSPECTOR REPORTS . . . 
The Planning Inspector’s opinion on the Rother District Local Plan (Revised Deposit December 2005) has been published and is available for inspection at the Town Hall or on the District Council’s web site at www.rother.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=2058.

On the question of the desirability of siting a marina - and associated housing - on land south of Rock Channel the Inspector concluded that, despite there being a number of potential benefits to such a development (assuming the absence of insurmountable technical barriers), “irreversible harm . . . would occur to the landscape setting and historic character of the Citadel and the town.”

Elsewhere, the Inspector expressed his support for Rother’s proposal that the greenfield site north of Udimore Road should be held in reserve and released for residential development only if “sufficient development has not come forward on other sites to meet housing needs.”


The District Council will now consider the Inspector’s recommendations and then publish the Modifications it proposes to make in response. This will be followed by a six-week period when representations can be made on the Modifications proposed. Those who have made representations on the Plan – including Rye Town Council - should be consulted by Rother automatically.
COMMUNITY GRANTS

The Rother Community Projects Grants Scheme – managed by Rother District Council – is available for a wide range of projects including: playgrounds, playing fields, community transport, youth facilities, conservation areas, pre-school activities, heritage and arts initiatives and environmental improvement. Rother will pay up to 50% of the total cost to a maximum of £5,000. The only other condition is that there must be substantial local support for the project – including backing from the parish/town council.
Further information: Adrian Gaylon/Martin Ryan/Melanie Powell 01424 787581
GOVERNORS

There are a number of vacancies for school governors in the Hastings/Rye area and across East Sussex. Experience in education is not necessary but those interested should be over 18, open-minded, enthusiastic and be able to assimilate information.
Information: Caroline Taylor 01323 432241 e caroline.taylor@cfbt.com
CONVENIENT FOR SOME
As this Fixtures went to print Rother’s Services Overview & Scrutiny Committee was about to consider the report of the Public Conveniences Working Group on the future provision of public toilets within the district. In the case of Rye’s conveniences, the Working Group recommends Rother entering into negotiations with Rye Town Council for the transfer of Station Approach, Lucknow Place, Gun Gardens and The Strand but, if negotiations fail, to pursue transfer to a non-public organisation – with closure being the fallback position.

The eagle-eyed will have noticed that there is no mention of the Rope Walk/Tower Street facility, closed by Rother in March 2005. This confirms the long-held suspicion that Rother intends to dispose of the property.

A BRIGHT FUTURE

Following Rother District Council’s decision to enter into a 5-year agreement with Rye Town Services (RTS) to provide a Tourist Information Centre for Rye and district, the Town Council has agreed, in principle, to once again make Rye Heritage Centre available for this purpose. As we go to press, the final terms of the agreement between the Town Council and RTS have not been concluded; however, Councillors are looking forward to continuing to work in partnership with RTS for the benefit of both local businesses and residents alike.  
THE TOWN MEETS
This year’s Annual Town Meeting will take place at the Town Hall on Wednesday April at 7pm. The meeting is not a Council meeting but a statutory annual assembly of local electors (which the public and press may attend) which is facilitated by the Town Council. The usual format is to receive reports from the Mayor, Chairs of the Council’s committees, and Rye’s County and District Councillors – followed by an open session for local electors to raise any matters of concern or interest. Further information: Richard 223902.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

In last November’s Fixtures the Council sought interest in around £12,000 which has been bequeathed for the benefit of the ‘Rye Environment’. There was a good response with proposals ranging from clearing a pond to repairing a public clock, and re-building a wall within the Conservation Area to creating an informal park. In most cases the selection panel felt that it required further details – or would like to undertake a site visit – before deciding which project/s to recommend for support.
ACORN
In late December the Council appointed Acorn Consulting to undertake a feasibility study looking at the social and economic benefits of pedestrianising the Strand Car Park. Over the next 2 months around a dozen key groups and organisations will be canvassed for their views – as well as local residents and traders. 

Acorn Consulting has undertaken recently a number of feasibility/public consultation studies on the Pebsham Countryside Park Project for East Sussex County Council, Rother District Council and Hastings Borough Council.

SECOND ATTEMPT
Although the Town Council’s application to East Sussex County Council’s new Community Fund for 50% of the cost of installing new street lights on the Udimore Road-Marley Road footpath was unsuccessful, Councillors have been told that it stands a better chance under the next bidding round because the project would improve access to local services and quality of life.
Further information (on the Community Fund): Community Partnerships Team, 01273 481655 
e dominique.black@eastsussex.gov.uk.

HERE TO HELP
The next three Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



Mar 1

Cllrs David Russell and Sam Souster


April 12
Cllrs Granville Bantick and John Breeds


May 3

Cllrs Jonathan Breeds and Richard Breeds
If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
______________________________________________________________________________
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6pm unless indicated otherwise
February
6

Council (appointing a Mayor Elect/agreeing annual budget)


13

Planning, Leisure & Tourism


27

Planning

March

13

Planning



27

Planning, Policy
April

3

Council



10

Planning, Leisure & Tourism


25(Tues)
Planning, Public Services
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL
By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryeuk.fsnet.co.uk
web watch this space!
Principal staff

Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.

Councillors

BANTICK Granville

25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS




t 227724

BREEDS John


The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN e jabreeds@hotmail.com 
t222554
BREEDS Jonathan

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA




t 222554

BREEDS Richard

33 Kings Avenue, Rye TN31 7LU




t 229840

BREEDS Roger

4 St Margarets Terrace, Rye TN31 7DE




t 223032

CAREY Paul 


7 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB





t 223416

DYCE Peter


6 Meryon Court, Rye TN31 7LY





t 224526

IZOD John


19 Church Square, Rye TN31 7HE




t 223781

KIRKHAM Jo


10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB




t 222562

LYUS Geoff


50 Fishmarket Road, Rye TN31 7LP




t 224374

OSBORNE Paul

Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 6AA

t 222415

(Deputy Mayor)


f  222415
m 07973 742210
e paul@cadborough.freeserve.co.uk
PALMER Frank

4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB





t 222603

PARKS Jean


37 South Undercliff, Rye TN31 7HN




t 229849

POTTER Ian (Mayor)

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    




t 223453

RUSSELL David

Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            


t/f 227106

SOUSTER Sam

96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX




t 224305
Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.
Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 222293


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Help & Advice Centre

t 222293

Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk
