RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS
AUGUST 2006
LET’S MAKE IT A GOOD ONE . . . 
. . . Christmas 2006! The Council is delighted that the new Rye Christmas Lights Committee is working so well and has made considerable progress towards ensuring the town will have an impressive display at the end of the year.

The Committee set out to develop a scheme which would be tasteful, traditional and sustainable; and would provide value for money and impact. In addition to the usual street lamp-mounted displays on the town’s periphery, a further 66 small Christmas trees will be purchased and mounted on special multi-functional brackets on premises in the town centre which will take the fixing. There’s more: illuminated motifs are planned for 5 lamp columns in Station Approach and selected areas will be floodlit.


Rother District Council has agreed generously to contribute £15,000 towards the first year’s capital and revenue costs of £25,000. However, this sum must be matched (£10,000 cash and £5,000 ‘volunteer time’). The Town Council will be contributing £2,000 and hopes that everyone in the town – businesses and residents – will give the Lights Committee their wholehearted support.
FREEBIE!

The free bus scheme for the over 60s has been very successful. Since 1 April anyone over the age of 60 and registered disabled people are entitled to free bus travel anywhere in Sussex – and can even venture into neighbouring counties.


In you qualify – and you’ve not yet applied for a pass – ring the local Rother Community Help Point on 222293.

WELCOME TO THE HONEY POT?
As this issue went to print, Rother District Council’s Licensing & General Purposes Committee was about to consider redesignating all the street trading controls in the District so that they could be consolidated into one document – as well as extending Rye’s Consent Streets (where permission to trade is granted for non-commercial purposes only) to include The Strand, The Quay (including the road between the Strand and the Quay), the Deals, Mermaid Street (from The Strand to Traders Passage) and Wish Ward. 

The Town Council’s policy is to press for Consent Street Orders to be applied to the whole of the town centre; however, the officer paper prepared for the Rother Committee meeting states that the ‘Environmental Health Service does not have the resources to enforce street trading controls throughout Rye’. Rather alarmingly the document adds: ‘The Council does not have any Officers designated to enforce street trading controls.’! Why not? What’s the point of having street controls if enforcement is not a part of someone’s official duties?

Although the police prefer the local authority to enforce street trading, they do have the power to enforce street trading orders – as well as to move on those obstructing any public highway (be it road or pavement). 

The Town Council is looking to both Rother District Council and the police to use the powers available to them in this matter. The alternative to sporadic, token and protracted enforcement could be Rye being overrun with all manner of vehicles and contraptions, selling anything from burgers to souvenir trinkets. In the past few months the Town Clerk has received ‘trading enquiries’ from three actual/potential mobile traders who have observed ice cream tricycles appearing to operate freely in the town.
CONQUEST CONCERNS
Rye’s MP (shared with Hastings), Michael Foster has thrown his weight behind a Friends of the Conquest Hospital petition expressing concern about the possible downgrading/transfer of services provided currently at the hospital arising from any Health Authority re-organisations – including presumably attempts by them to balance budgets!

Copies of the petition are available at the Town Hall – or visit www.handsofftheconquest.org.uk.
DEMOCRACY IN ACTION
Two more Town Councillors have stepped down because of a change in personal circumstances or work commitments – so we say ‘good-bye’ and ‘thank you’ to Richard Breeds and Geoff Lyus.

Assuming at least ten local electors request a poll for both vacancies the date for the bye-election is Thursday 31 August. The last bye-election (when no poll cards were issued to minimise expenditure) cost £2,800.
DON’T HOLD YOUR BREATH
In the last issue we reported that a White Paper on local government reform was expected in June. Following a Ministerial reshuffle – which has seen Ruth Kelly take over from David Milliband – it is now unlikely to materialise until November. www.odpm.gov.uk remains the web site to watch.
HELP POINT

Rother’s Help & Advice Centre has metamorphosed into a Community Help Point – and it has a new home at the Rye Partnership office (25 Cinque Ports Street). It is envisaged that the move will be temporary – the District Council’s preferred location for its Rye CHP is the Rye Resource Centre proposed for the former Central Garage site. The telephone number remains 222293. Although the Rother Homes office in Cinque Ports Street has closed, it is running surgeries at the Partnership office.
STRAND CAR PARK
Councillors will be giving further thought to how to progress the Strand Cark Park Pedestrianisation Feasibility Study Report at their meeting scheduled for 14 August. 


A small majority of users of the Car Park surveyed for the report were in favour of some form of pedestrisiansation. Of the 45 people responding to the question, posed in the Rye Observer, ‘Are you in favour of the car park between the warehouses at Strand Quay being used instead as a public open space?’, 33 voted ‘yes’, 11 ‘no’, and one could not decide either way.

The consultants, Acorn, outlined four options ranging from the status quo to full pedestrianisation. In the end they recommended a compromise ‘core’ scheme. This would entail the Strand Car Park being pedestrianised partially for the main visitor season (retaining 12 parking spaces at the A259 frontage) - reverting to a standard car park for the remainder of the year. Of course, there are advantages and disadvantages associated with each option identified and the task before Town Councillors is to decide which – if any – option should be put to the car park owner (Rother District Council) for its consideration. 
ON THE VERGE
At the time of going to press we were just £2,500 short of the monies needed to proceed with Phase Two of the Rye Skate Park project – which will see the installation of a half pyramid and flat bank. Good news for users of the facility who, understandably, have become a little frustrated through having just the one item of equipment available to them for the last 9 months.
TALK TO US

The next three Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:


Aug 2

Cllrs Jo Kirkham and Sonia Holmes


Sep 6

Cllrs Paul Osborne and Frank Palmer


Oct 4

Cllr Potter and TBA
If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
______________________________________________________________________________
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6pm unless indicated otherwise
Aug
14
Planning, Council

29
Planning

Sep
11
Planning. Policy


26
Planning, Leisure & Tourism

Oct
2
Council


9
Planning. Policy


23
Public Services, Planning
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.
Councillors

BANTICK Granville*
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 223393

BREEDS Roger
4 St Margarets Terrace, Rye TN31 7DE


t 223032

CAREY Paul

7 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 223416

DYCE Peter

6 Meryon Court, Rye TN31 7LY



t 224526

HOLMES Sonia
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068
IZOD John

19 Church Square, Rye TN31 7HE


t 223781

KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415

 (Mayor)  

TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@cadborough.freeserve.co.uk
PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

RUSSELL David
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

(Deputy Mayor)

SOUSTER Sam*
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


t 224305

* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 222293


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Help & Advice Centre

t 222293


Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk

