




RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS (April-June 2008)
THE FIGHT GOES ON

The 3rd March 2008 will go down as another historic day in the battle to save the greenfield site north of Udimore Road from development. Thanks to intense lobbying from local residents, interest groups and the Town Council, Rother Councillors rejected their Cabinet’s recommendation that the land be released from the Rother District Local Plan for development and, instead, voted to defer the decision for another 6 months in order to allow officers more time to identify alternative brownfield sites.


Both the Council Chamber and upper viewing gallery were packed with Rye residents keen to see commonsense prevail – and they were not disappointed. During Public Question Time Cllrs Granville Bantick, Keith Glazier and David Wright put probing questions to the relevant Cabinet Portfolio holder, but the answers were far from complete. For example, Cllr Glazier requested the number of houses which had been approved/started in Rye and Eastern Rother over the last 3 years and how this compared with the rest of rural Rother. The reply simply gave the number of dwellings – 129 – that had been completed in Eastern Rother, April 2004-March 2007 and stated that this represented 31% of all completions in Rother.


The point was made by Cllr Russell that Rye is not averse to accepting its ‘fair share’ of new build. However, around 40 dwellings are currently under construction in Rye. The Central Garage site development (due to commence within a few months) will provide 10 flats and 198 dwellings will be provided in Camber. There is also a realistic prospect of affordable new housing on the Tilling Green School site – which, together with the Freda Gardham site, was expected to have been declared surplus by the County Council on 26 March.


The Udimore Road site developer, Aroncorp, appears to be determined to obtain planning permission: not only has it called for an Inquiry (due to commence 29 April) into Rother’s refusal of its first planning application but it quickly submitted a second planning application – and then amended it! Rother’s Planning Committee considered this second application on 13 March and, as expected, rejected it on the grounds that ‘on the basis of current housing land availability there is no requirement for the early release of this site which is identified as a reserve site in . . . the Rother District Local Plan.’


Pressure needs to be kept up on Rother to ensure that it is undertaking a thorough District-wide investigation into the availability of potential brownfield sites for residential development.

REVAMP

The 22 February saw Michael Foster MP opening the refurbished Rye Heritage Centre. The ground floor had been re-organised and re-branded. The result is a greater sense of space, and decor and signage which ‘draws in’ visitors – particularly to the Town Model. And remember: the Centre isn’t just for tourists! For the current opening times ring 226696.
PENNIES, PENNIES, PENNIES

This year’s long-established Mayor Making ceremony will be held on (Bank Holiday) Monday 5 May. As is customary the newly-elected Mayor will throw hot pennies from the Council Chamber to younger residents waiting in the street below (likely to be around 12.30).


In January, the Council appointed Sam Souster as Mayor Elect for 2008-09 and John Breeds as Deputy Mayor Elect.

SUPPORTING LOCAL JOBS

At its meeting held on 17 March Town Councillors voted unanimously to support the Rye Partnership’s Rye Fisheries development plans with a grant of £5,000. The first phase of the project will see an additional 1,000sq feet of unit space (to be let) within the existing fish processing building, and the installation of sanitary facilities and safe access to the first floor. The remaining funding has been secured from the Area Investment Framework (£145,734), East Sussex County Council (£20,000) and Rother District Council (£15,000).


At the same meeting the Council agreed to award a grant of £1,500 to the Community Centre towards the purchase of suitable bollards and railings to be installed alongside the external fire escape.

POST OFFICE CLOSED

Sadly, despite considerable – and compelling – representations made by local residents, the Town Council, Rother District Council and many others Tilling Green Post Office was forced to close its doors on 13 March. The main reasons given by the Post Office were that the nearest alternative (Cinque Ports Street) is less than a mile away, has car parking nearby and is served by a regular bus service. 


Action in Rural Sussex – which supported community campaigns fighting the closure programme – is continuing to work with the Post Office and others to identify alternative means of delivering core post office services locally. East Sussex County Council will shortly be asked to consider how it might support this important objective.

TO THE POLLS . . . 

Following the resignation from the Town Council of Sylvia Willgoss, a bye-election has been ‘called’ by ten Local Government Electors. It will be held on Thursday 22 May and Candidates’ Packs are expected to be available from 16 April. Prospective candidates are invited to contact the Town Clerk for an informal chat about the role and responsibilities associated with serving on the Council.

ALLOTMENTS

Most parish/town councils run their own allotments – but not in Rye! In 1976 the successor to Rye Borough Council, Rye Town Council, decided to transfer further assets to Rother District Council – including 3 allotment sites, the Ypres Tower, Landgate Tower and Water Pump in Church Square – on the grounds that these would be maintained more economically by a larger authority. However, the Local Government Act 1972 stipulates that, in parished areas, the proper allotment authority shall be the parish council.


The Town Council has sought – and considered – Counsel’s Opinion and will shortly be approaching Rother to discuss the management of Rye’s two remaining allotment sites, Love Lane and South Undercliff.

FEATURE RUIN?

Councillors were upset to learn of the destruction, by a fire started maliciously, of one of the two chapels at Rye Cemetery. The fire to the chapel – used as a grounds maintenance contractor’s store – on 28 January has left a stone shell, devoid of roof, doors and windows.


Because the Cemetery spans two parishes – Rye and Rye Foreign – both local councils were invited by Rother District Council to consider options for the chapel. The Town Council decided to support a suggestion that the remains become a (safe) ‘feature ruin’ – but only if it had been demonstrated that full reinstatement would be too expensive.

LONG WEEKEND

The RX Wildlife and Culture Festival (Thurs 22 May- Sun 1 June 2008) comprises a range of outdoor and wetland activities, exhibitions and guided walks. Previously known as the ‘Wildlife Weekend’, further details may be found by visiting www.RXwildlife.org.uk or by ringing Rye Harbour Nature Reserve on 227784.

LET’S TALK

Rye Local Government Electors (anyone registered to vote) – and members of the public – are reminded that the Annual Town Meeting will take place on Wednesday 2 April, at the Community Centre, Conduit Hill, 6.45 for a 7pm start. The meeting will be more informal than previous years and there will be plenty of opportunities to chat with your Town, District and County Councillors

TALK TO US

The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:

April 9
Cllrs Granville Bantick and one other (to be advised)
May 7
Cllrs John Breeds and Jonathan Breeds

June 4
Cllrs Brian Elliott and Bernardine Fiddimore

July 2
Cllrs Lorna Hall and Sonia Holmes

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.
______________________________________________________________________________
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION

FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise
May
5

Mayor Making

12

Council (Committee Formation), Planning

June-July
To be agreed at the meeting of the Policy, Resources & General Purposes Committee meeting scheduled for 14 April
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL
By post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff
Town Clerk
Richard Farhall – based at the Town Hall.
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808



e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes @rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415

 (Mayor)  

TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


t 224305

(Deputy Mayor)

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye
Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, Rye Tourist Information Centre, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Services. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Michael Foster)


t 01424 464604
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
Rother Homes



t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 
