RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS
FEBRUARY 2012
ADVANCE NOTICE!

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2012

TILLING GREEN COMMUNITY CENTRE,

MASON ROAD, RYE

Wednesday 7 March 2012

6.30pm (registration) for 7pm start

Your annual opportunity to meet with your Town, District and County Councillors and discuss issues affecting the town with them and other townsfolk

Presentations include:

Developments at the Rye, Winchelsea &

District Memorial Hospital

Introduction to the Rye Police Priority Setting Panel

- with plenty of time for questions!

Further details – including the programme for the day – will be distributed with the March Fixtures.

*    *    *

PARKING REVIEW
On 30 November Town Councillors Mike Eve and Ian Potter attended a meeting of Rother District Council’s Car Park Review Working Group in order to make representations on a series of recommendations made by Rother officers – all of which, if implemented, would result in increased charges in Rother car parks for residents and visitors. The points they made included: raising charges will deter visitors and damage Rye’s local economy’; Rye’s public car parks already generate receipts of c£250,000pa – producing a surplus for RDC of c£150,000pa; RDC’s current charges are already higher than those charged in Rye’s private car parks; raising the cost of short-term parking could displace shoppers to towns outside the District; signage to Gibbet Marsh should be improved and the 24-hour charge reduced to improve its usage; lowering existing charges would raise occupancy levels and support local businesses. 

A259 RESURFACING
Following the resurfacing of the section of the A259 between Strand Quay and Skinner’s Roundabout, two weeks later, the Highways Agency was due to commence work on the Rye to East Guldeford section – a 4-week project entailing supervised 2-way traffic signals during day-time off-peak hours. Work on the section between Camber Road and East Guldeford will require a road closure and diversion. At the same time (23 January) work will start on the Winchelsea to Rye stretch. However, this will be carried out overnight only, between 8pm and 6am for 4 weeks. Traffic signals will be in place to allow vehicles to pass. All resurfacing work should be finished by around 10 March.


Further information: www.highways.gov.uk/roads/projects/33621.aspx or ring 0300 123 5000.
THINK LOCAL?
The Town Council (along with other parish/town councils) has been invited to present to another District Council Working Group – this time, one looking at the devolvement/delegation of services, the case for establishing a town council Bexhill, and the merits of introducing area committees within Rother.


The Town Council has re-formed its own Devolved Services Working Group to consider how to move forward on this long-running issue. The ‘imposed’ criteria intended to underpin negotiations make it clear that Rother would retain the freehold of any land or buildings – a sticking point in the past – along with Rother wishing to retain any management/monitoring/support cost savings. The District Council has identified no less than 29 assets that it owns in Rye – including allotments (incorrectly), public conveniences, car parks, recreational/amenity and agricultural land, an ancient monument, garages, Rye Cemetery (partially within the Parish) and a building occupied currently by a play group.

DIAMOND JUBILEE
This year marks 60 years of the Queen’s reign. She came to the throne on 6 February 1952 and her coronation took place on 2 June 1953.  The only other monarch to celebrate a Diamond Jubilee was Queen Victoria in 1897.


Most of the celebrations will centre around an ‘extended weekend’ – 2-5 June. The 2012 late May bank holiday will be moved to Monday 4 June and an additional Jubilee bank holiday will be on Tuesday 5 June. One of the commemorative nationwide events – the Big Lunch – will take place on Saturday 3 June. The ‘Big Idea’ is that people get together – either as a community, street or family/friends and, well, eat! (www.thebiglunch.com). Around 10pm on Monday 4 June the Queen will light the National Beacon – triggering the lighting of other beacons – including Rye’s. (www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk).

Although not organising an event directly, the Town Council is happy to support local initiatives - perhaps through the presence of the Mayor and/or Town Crier – or, where appropriate, grant funding.

LINE CLOSURE
Regular rail users will be only too aware that the Hastings-Ashford section of track closed on 9 January for around 9 weeks to allow Network Rail to carry out out essential improvement work to Ore tunnel – as well as to bring forward repairs along the route. Southern Railway is providing rail replacement bus and taxi services between Hastings and Ashford International. 

For further information – including replacement bus timetables – visit www.southernrailway.com/southern/news/essential-repair-work-to-ore-tunnel-in-january-important-information or ring 08451 27 29 20.
HERE TO HELP
The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



Feb 1

Lord Ampthill and Granville Bantick



Mar 7

Gemma Blumire and John Breeds



April 4

Jonathan Breeds and Mike Eve



May 2

Bernardine Fiddimore and Heidi Foster

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.


Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall remain suspended. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.


Amber Rudd MP’s surgeries ‘rotate’ around the constituency – including Rye Town Hall. To make an appointment please ring 01424 205435.

____________________________________________________________________________

RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION

FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise.

Feb

13 

Council, Planning & Townscape



27

Planning & Townscape

Mar

7

Annual Town Meeting, Tilling Green Community Centre, 7pm


12

Planning & Townscape



26

Planning & Townscape

April

2

Policy, Resources & General Purposes



10 (Tues)
Council, Planning & Townscape



16

Public Services



23

Planning & Townscape

May

7

Council (Mayor Making), 11am

CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

by post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff

Town Clerk Richard Farhall
Assistant Town Clerk Judy Pettitt

AMPTHILL Lord*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

             t/f 227106




e cllr.david.russell@rother.gov.uk

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BLUMIRE Gemma
43 Marley Road, Rye TN31 7BD



t 224759




e gemma.blumire@btinternet.com

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Mayor)


e jabreeds@live.co.uk



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996

EVE Mike

Chequer, East Street, Rye TN31 7JY


t 225026




e mikeweve@btinternet.com

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
   t 01424


Bernardine
e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


   814194
FOSTER Heidi

17 Strand Court, Strand Quay, Rye TN31 7AY

 t 229103

HOLMES Sonia
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



 t 222068




e cllr.sonia.holmes@rother.gov.uk
JENNINGS Nigel
16 Love Lane, Rye TN31 7NE



 t 226603

KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


 t 222562

POTTER Ian

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


 t 223453


ROGERS Shaun
36 Ferry Road, Rye TN31 7DN


  
 t 225632

(Deputy Mayor)

e shaun.rogers156@btinternet.com  m 07983 098284

SMITH Adam

24Tillingham Court, The Link, Rye TN31 7BT

  t 229096




e cllr.adamsmith@yahoo.com

SMITH Mary

50 Strand Court, Rye TN31 7AY
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk t 227569

SOUSTER Sam*
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DX


  t 224305


e cllr.sam.souster@rother,gov.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye
Surgeries
Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Amber Rudd)


t 01424 205435
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
AmicusHorizon


t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 01424 814513


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 

Rye Tourist Information Centre
t 229049
