RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS
OCTOBER 2010
TESCO v SAINSBURY’S – ROUND ONE?

There can be few people who are unaware of the ‘tussle’ going on between these two food retailing giants in relation to the aspiration of both to build a ‘second supermarket’ on the former Thomas Peacocke Lower School site (and ex railway land) in Ferry Road. Scarcely a day goes by without new rumours and information emerging.


Although Tesco’s interest in the East Sussex County Council and railway land has been an open secret for many years, to the surprise of many, the land ended up being sold to Sainsbury’s. However, Tesco has not abandoned its aspirations for the land and is close to submitting a planning application (it is lawful to submit an application for development on another party’s land – regardless of whether the owner consents). Doubtless it feels that it holds the trump card, ie ownership of the Queen Adelaide PH, which occupies land which might be required to create access. The big unknown, though, is where safe access could be provided which will satisfy the Highways Authority and the Local Planning Authority. This uncertainty has resulted in both supermarkets competing with each other to buy – or secure options to buy – the properties between the Queen Adelaide and Tillingham Avenue.


As part of its ‘community charm offensive’ Tesco recently exhibited its plans for the site at the FE Centre – and, of course, a representative of Sainsbury’s was outside to explain that Tesco did not actually own the land in question! Because of Tesco’s actions Sainsbury’s has had to bring forward the preparation of its plans for the site.


Jempson’s has just submitted revised plans for the extension of its Rye store. The Council has been advised previously by the owners that the additional retail space will increase its buying power and translate into lower prices. The interest of Tesco and Sainsbury’s (and also Waitrose – which is known to have been looking for a suitable site for nearly a year) in Rye can be explained by research that has shown that most residents of Rye do their main food shopping in Hastings, Ashford or Tenterden.


There now appears to be an emerging view in the town that, subject to it being done in a sympathetic and sustainable manner – a second supermarket could be beneficial in terms of providing competition for Jempsons (leading to lower prices), making a wider range of goods available for purchase on a Sunday, and attracting more visitors to the town (who would then, hopefully, explore – and patronise - Rye’s independent specialist retailers).


The fear, of course, is that the scrap between Tesco and Sainsbury’s will rumble on for years – with the (subsequently vacated) properties they have purchased in Ferry Road deteriorating and ending up resembling the terrace of derelict cottages in Fishmarket Road.

WELCOME

The Council is pleased to announce that it has appointed a new Town Sergeant to succeed George Brown who, sadly, had to step down from the role he had held for 6 years on health grounds. A former Navy man, Kevin Barry spent most of his working life employed in regional press (the last 11 years with the Kent Messenger Group). He lives In Pett and is a volunteer with the Rye Bay sector Coastguard.

FE CENTRE LATEST

Regular readers will recall that the Town Council wrote to Sussex Coast College Hastings (formerly Hastings College of Arts & Technology) requesting a breakdown of the total revenue and expenditure for the FE centre in respect of the years 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09. Prior to this the Principal of the College had stated that the institution was looking to dispose of the Lion Street site once the Library had relocated to the former Woolworth site (December 2010-January 2011).


Because the financial information requested was not supplied within a reasonable period of time (20 working days) the Council lodged complaints under the Freedom of Information Act with both the College and Information Commissioner. This had the effect of eliciting the financial data requested; however, it was plain that it was incomplete and raised more questions than answers.


Rather then duplicate requests for information the Council resolved to support the Rye FE Group’s attempt to obtain further detail from the College – which, fairly quickly, resulted in the receipt of some of the information required. The Council – and the Rye FE Group – have concluded that it is difficult to consider a way forward which would preserve the FE Centre without knowing Sussex Coast College Hastings’s current intentions for the site. The Town Council has attempted to determine this but has been advised that no firm decision will be made until the results of the recent Rye Adult Education Survey have been analysed.


Meanwhile, in a related development, the Fletcher Theatre Community Interest Company (CIC) has published a draft proposal for the Lion Street site entailing the retention of the FE Centre and historic Art Room, a purpose-built cinema and bar/café – an Arts and Education Centre. Outline drawings have been prepared.  Another not-for-profit organisation is known also be interested in the site and it is hoped that discussions will shortly take place between the two groups to explore the possibility of a mutually beneficial relationship.

GEORGE SHACKLETON

The Council was saddened to learn of the death of former Rye Mayor and Rother District Councillor, George Shackleton – tragically just a few days after that of his wife, who he cared for and supported during ill health over many years. The Council was represented at a joint funeral service held at East Guldeford Parish Church on 29 September. Until very recently George was a regular face at Town Council and Annual Town Meetings. During his time in (and out of) ‘politics’ he strove to ensure that Rye taxpayers got a good deal from Rother District Council and that Rye received its fair share of resources.

SURGERIES

The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



Nov 3

Mary Smith and Sam Souster



Dec 1

David Wright and Granville Bantick



Jan 5

John Breeds and Jonathan Breeds



Feb 2

Brian Elliott and Bernardine Fiddimore

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.


Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall remain suspended. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.


Amber Rudd MP holds a monthly surgery at the Town Hall, on the first Friday of the month. To make an appointment please ring 01424 205435.
______________________________________________________________________________

RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION

FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise.

Oct

11

Planning & Townscape



25

Council, Planning & Townscape

Nov

8

Planning & Townscape, Policy



22

Planning & Townscape



Dec

6

Planning & Townscape



13

Public Services



20

Council, Planning & Townscape

Jan

4(Tues)

Planning & Townscape
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

by post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff

Town Clerk Richard Farhall
Assistant Town Clerk Judy Pettitt
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Mayor)  

e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808
(Deputy Mayor)  


e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes@rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

10 Tower St, Rye
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk
t 227569

SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DY


t 224305




e sam.souster@yahoo.com

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Amber Rudd)


t 01424 205435
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
AmicusHorizon


t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 

Rye Tourist Information Centre
t 229049
