RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS
JULY 2010
FE CENTRE UPDATE

Readers will be aware that Sussex Coast College Hastings (formerly Hastings College of Arts & Technology) is looking to dispose of the FE and Library site in Lion Street once the Library has relocated to the former Woolworth store. The move was to have taken place in August but, apparently, it has been delayed until December.


At its meeting held on 29 March the Town Council resolved to adopt one of two resolutions passed at this year’s Annual Town Meeting – namely, ‘That Rye Town Council engages in constructive efforts to safeguard the area so designated [FE Centre] for the benefit of the local community.’ Furthermore, it supported the view of the FE Centre Group that it is difficult to make a judgement on whether the FE Centre could be a viable entity without a breakdown of its revenue and costs. Consequently, on 7 April the Council wrote to the College Principal, Sue Middlehurst requesting the following financial information for the FE Centre in respect of the years 2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09:


a) total revenue – including lettings, notional income from the College’s own activities and income (if 
any) from ESCC;


b) total expenditure – including on site staff costs, caretaking and cleaning, heating and lighting, 
routine maintenance, allocation of central or other off site costs.


The Council did not receive a reply until 25 May, The Principal stated that although she was happy to supply the information requested it was, for her, a low priority. She then summarised the pressing demands on the College’s time, finishing by stating that the information would be supplied when ‘the College is a more stable position’ – with no indication of when this might be.


The response was considered by both the Rye Public Services Committee and the full Council. Members were advised that the Freedom of Information Act requires relevant bodies (such as Sussex Coast College) to provide information requested within 20 working days or to refuse and to state the applicable FOI exemptions. Provided it is clear that information is being requested it is not necessary for those seeking information to actually cite the FOI.


The Council resolved to make strong representations to the Principal, citing the FOI, and drawing the attention of the Information Commissioner to the College’s breach of the Act.

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT

The Rye Emergency Action Community Team (REACT) is seeking local residents prepared to assist in the event of an emergency – such as extreme weather, flooding, industrial and transport emergencies, or human or animal disease. The idea is for the community to add value to any response by Rother District Council and/or the emergency services. 


The role of local volunteers might be to act as a point of contact for one of the town’s community zones, help staff the REACT Control Centre at the Town Hall, or just be in telephone contact to provide vital information about vulnerable people or key resources. It is unlikely that there would be any commitment involving significant amounts of time as there would be occasional meetings just to run through likely scenarios and update volunteers on significant developments.


If you are interested please contact the REACT Chairman, Anthony Kimber, c/o Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA e townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk.

IN NEED?

If you are on a low income and are struggling in the current economic climate please consider applying for assistance from the Council’s charity, Rye Relief in Need. It was established to help those who live within the Parish of Rye who are in ‘need, hardship or distress’. Organisations may apply on behalf of their clients.


You may apply at any time and it is now possible for applications to be considered within 2 weeks’ of submission. The application forms for both individuals and organisations may be found at www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk/moneyryereliefinneed.aspx, or contact the Secretary as follows: Rye Relief in Need, Town Hall, Rye TN31 7LA t 01797 223902 e townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk.

NEW SHELTERS ON THE WAY

In April the Town Council received a request from Rother District Council to contribute towards the cost of new bus shelters in Station Approach – the current ones being in urgent need of replacement.  The District Council – owner of the existing shelters - was prepared to contribute £5-6,000 and also to improve the appearance of the area by spending an additional £20,000 on a new planting scheme, hard standing, edging, low level railings and litter bins.


The Town Council wholeheartedly supports the replacement of the shelters and set up a working group to investigate the options available and to consider the implications of taking on responsibility for the shelters. The group has taken advice from the Police on features which would serve to reduce levels of criminal damage to shelters and has, thus far, identified a suitable model of shelter and seating which it will ask the Town Council to recommend to the District Council. 


It is hoped that the new shelters will be in place by the autumn.

ALLOTMENTS LATEST

The Town Council is continuing to try and wrest the freehold of Rye’s two remaining allotments sites (South Undercliff and Love Lane) from Rother District Council. Regular readers will recall that the Town Council considers that it effectively delegated the function to Rother in the 1970s – with the associated land – and can ask for the function to be returned to it at any time.


The Town Council recently instructed its solicitors to pursue three courses of action: asking the Secretary of State to make a fresh Order transferring the land back to the Town Council (a reply is awaited); inviting Rother to enter into a restrictive covenant (invitation declined) – and registering a restriction on the allotments land titles (currently being ‘tested’ in relation to the South Undercliff site).

SURGERIES

The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



July 7

Lorna Hall and Sonia Holmes



Aug 4

Jo Kirkham and Paul Osborne



Sep 1

Frank Palmer and Ian Potter



Oct 6

Shaun Rogers and David Russell

If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.


Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall remain suspended. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.


Amber Rudd MP holds a monthly surgery at the Town Hall, usually on a Friday. To make an appointment please ring 01424 850828.
RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION

FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise.

July

5

Planning & Townscape, Policy



19

Planning & Townscape

August

2

Planning & Townscape



16

Council, Planning & Townscape



31(Tues)
Planning & Townscape, Policy

Sep

13

Planning & Townscape. Public Service



27

Planning & Townscape
CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

by post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff

Town Clerk Richard Farhall
Assistant Town Clerk Judy Pettitt
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Mayor)  

e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808
(Deputy Mayor)  


e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes@rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
103 Winchelsea Road, Rye TN31 7EL   


t 223942



m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

10 Tower St, Rye
e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk
t 227569

SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DY


t 224305




e sam.souster@yahoo.com

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Amber Rudd)


t 01424 205435
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
AmicusHorizon


t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 

Rye Tourist Information Centre
t 229049
