The Editor

Letters Page

Rye Observer
Telford Road

St Leonards-on-Sea
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By fax

16 August 2004
Dear Sir

Rye Town Council shares Mr Tolhurst’s concern about the condition of the derelict properties in Fishmarket Road (Mailbag, 13 August) but, unfortunately, it does not have the statutory power to force the multiple owners to carry out remedial works.

Rother District Council does, however, have such a power and the Town Council is encouraging it to act to at least secure an improvement in the appearance of the terrace. Sadly, the solution is not as simple as sending in a ‘wrecking ball’ – the (mostly unoccupied) properties are forming effectively a barrier in the event of a landslip threatening the A259.

Cliff stabilisation is an expensive business and is doubtful whether safe vehicle passage could be provided to and from any new residential development on the site.
Yours faithfully

Richard Farhall

Town Clerk

