RYE TOWN COUNCIL






MINUTES C2
Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Monday 8 May 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
Granville Bantick, John Breeds, Jonathan Breeds, Roger Breeds, Paul Carey, Peter Dyce, Sonia Holmes, John Izod, 
Jo Kirkham, Geoff Lyus, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer, 
Ian Potter (Mayor), David Russell (Deputy Mayor), Sam Souster

IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Andy Hemsley - Rye Observer; 1 member of the public
The meeting commenced at 6.24
15
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Richard Breeds.
16
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Cllr Bantick

personal
25 (festival to

Member of Skate Park

Cllr Izod



benefit Skate Park)
Steering Committee

Cllr Kirkham










Cllr Osborne


Cllr Potter








17
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

a) A259 re-surfacing The Mayor advised that a number of local traders had reported substantial loss of income as a result of the traffic congestion caused by the commencement of the resurfacing work (2 May). The discussion ensuing included the points following: one business was reported to have laid off staff; the contractor’s staff appeared to leave the site early-mid afternoon; there is no working in the evening or on Sundays; residents of Fishmarket Road are appreciating the absence of traffic; congestion was originating from the 3-way temporary lights system at Landgate/A268- Landgate/Tower Street and aggravated by HGV drivers not following their diversion north; increasing traffic on the roads will inevitably result in similar situations; the Clerk had an address to which compensation claims could be submitted – however, given the circumstances it appeared that there was no statutory right to compensation; the Mayor had asked Rother’s CEO to suspend parking charges at Gibbet Marsh Car Park to reduce the number of vehicles entering the town centre; there was rumour that the work would now take 8 weeks instead of 6.
b) Mayor’s charity The Mayor advised that his chosen charities/good causes for 2006-07 would be Rye Sea Cadets and the New Scout Hut Appeal.
18
COMMITTEE MINUTES

(a) Planning & Townscape 
RESOLVED To adopt the Minutes of the meetings of the Planning & Townscape Committee held on 27 March 2006 (PT21), 10 April 2006 (PT22) and 25 April 2006 (PT23).
19
RECORD OF ATTENDANCES
RESOLVED To receive and note the Record of Attendances for 2005-06 (as at 24.4.06) (Appendix A).
20
MEETINGS START TIME

The Mayor reminder Members that Cllr Parks had suggested in her resignation letter that meeting at 6pm could deter those working out of town from standing for election.

The discussion ensuing included the comments following: it can be difficult for some Members working outside the town to get the to the Town Hall by 6pm; if meetings were held during school opening hours, those with parental responsibilities would be more likely to stand for election; certain classes of employees have a right to paid leave of absence to undertake public duties; no other parish/town council in Rother starts meetings before 7pm; Rother DC’s meetings start time is generally 6.30pm; 
RESOLVED That Rye Town Council’s usual meeting start time remain at 6pm.

21
COMMITTEE FORMATION
a)
Number and title of Committees and number of Members appointed to each Committee
RESOLVED 1 To suspend Standing Orders 28j (not speaking more than once) and 29 (requirement to stand).



RESOLVED 2 That the following Committees be adopted:

(i) Policy, Resources & GP (12 places)

(ii) Planning & Townscape (12)

(iii) Leisure & Tourism (9)

(iv) Public Services (9 + co-opted)
b)
Members appointed to Committees

RESOLVED Appointment of Members to Committees as specified in Appendix B. 

The meeting adjourned and each Committee convened and appointed

Chairmen.




Policy, Resources and General Purposes

RESOLVED The election of Cllr Russell as Chairman and Cllr Potter as Vice Chairman.



Planning & Townscape

RESOLVED The election of Cllr Roger Breeds as Chairman and Cllr Palmer as Vice Chairman




Leisure & Tourism

RESOLVED The election of Cllr John Breeds as Chairman and Lyus as Vice Chairman.



Public Services Committee
RESOLVED The election of Cllr Carey as Chairman and Bantick as Vice Chairman.
22
COUNCIL REPRESENTATION TO ORGANISATIONS


RESOLVED The appointment of representatives as recorded at 
Appendix C.
23
FIXED TERM/DETERMINED REPRESENTATION

RESOLVED To note the fixed term/determined appointments as follows:

Organisation/Committee



Representative/s
Cinque Ports Confederation Standing Committee
The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Clerk

Harbour of Rye Advisory Committee


Roger Breeds (10/2006)

Rye Art Gallery




Peter Dyce (6/2006)

Rye Grammar School Exhibition Foundation           Jo Kirkham, Frank Palmer and the 

Governors





Mayor
24
DRAFT TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 2006-07
RESOLVED That the Draft Timetable of Meetings 2006-7, be adopted.

25
URGENT ITEMS

A259 Resurfacing works
RESOLVED To write to the Highways Agency to request the earlier completion of the programme of works and the introduction of measures to improve traffic flow through the town – and to enlist the support of Rye’s MP. 








TC

Cllrs Bantick, Izod, Kirkham, Osborne and Potter re-stated their personal interest in the item following.


Proposed Contemporary Music and Performing Arts Festival, 22.7.06
Members considered a proposal to hold a music & arts event on the Town Salts – including a request for a contribution of £500. Consideration of the application had become pressing because major funders would not commit to the project until the Town Council had done so. The organisers, RockSalts has stated that the Rye Skate Park project would benefit from any surplus the event generated.
Cllr Dyce expressed concern that the Council had had little time to consider the proposal.

RESOLVED To contribute £500, subject to the sum being refunded should the event need to be cancelled.




TC
statutory power: LGA 1972 s145


The meeting ended at 7.44
Date ................................
Chairman ......................................................... 
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