RYE TOWN COUNCIL






MINUTES C5
Minutes of a Special Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Monday 31 July 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
Granville Bantick, Roger Breeds, Paul Carey, Peter Dyce, Sonia Holmes, John Izod, Jo Kirkham, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer, Ian Potter
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; 6 members of the public
________________________________________________________________________



The meeting commenced at 6.00.
44
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs David Russell (Deputy Mayor) and Sam Souster.
45
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosures of interest.
46
COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED To adopt the Minutes of the Meeting of 17 July 2006 (C4).
47
BYE-ELECTION

Members noted that a bye-election would be held on 31 August to fill the Council’s two vacancies and were asked to decide whether to ask the Elections Manager to issue poll cards at an estimated additional cost of £972. The Clerk advised that the cost of the last bye-election – when no cards were issued – was £2,855.75.

The ensuing discussion included the comments following: issuing poll cards would result in a bill of c£4,000; at the last bye-election, because no cards were issued, many people did not realise the election was going on – or attended the wrong polling station; democracy cannot be obtained cheaply; the turn out at the last bye-election was comparatively high; the Council had made a provision for elections of just £750 in the current financial year; the upcoming election - and the  ‘unimportance’ of possessing a poll card – could be publicised via the Rye Observer and Fixtures.
RESOLVED To ask the Elections Manager not to issue poll cards for the bye-election scheduled for 31 August.




TC
48
URGENT ITEMS


There were no urgent items to consider.


The meeting ended at 6.10
Date ………………………………
Chairman ……………………………………………
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