RYE TOWN COUNCIL

working for the social, economic and environmental well-being

 of the Antient Town of Rye

NEWS
FEBRUARY 2011
THE TOWN MEETS 2011

The Annual Town Meeting will be held earlier this year – on Wednesday 9 March at 7pm – again at Rye College. Further details will be released nearer the time. It is a meeting of Rye Local Government Electors open to members of the public.

A WELCOME EXPERIMENT

The long standing wish of the Town Council and many local residents for an appropriate one way scheme to be introduced in Deadmans Lane is about to be granted – at least for a trial period. 


The County Council’s Director of Transport & Environment, Rupert Clubb attended October’s Town Council meeting and gave Councillors and the 16 or so members of the public present the welcome news that, although it was considered that the estimated £70,000-£90,000 cost of a scheme could not be justified in the current funding climate, County had concluded that a scaled down solution was ‘do-able’. He advised that, if successful, the change could be made permanent within 18 months.


In early January the Town Council’s Planning & Townscape Committee considered the County’s proposed Experimental Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) which would introduce a westbound one-way system (local practice!) from Rye Hill to the Hillyfields footpath, becoming two-way for the remaining stretch to Love Lane. Town Councillors welcomed the ETRO but were concerned that the plans provided did not make it clear how users of the Lane would differentiate between the one-and two-way sections. The Council recommended also that at some future point (perhaps when the ETRO is made permanent) consideration should be afforded to replacing the Give Way markings at the Deadmans Lane:Love Lane junction with a Stop sign - it not being unusual for drivers to exit Deadmans Lane into The Grove without having looked properly – or at all! - to their right first.

PLANNING MATTERS

In late December the Council reviewed how it deals with planning applications submitted to Rother District Council and East Sussex County Council planning consultations. Rother is the main Planning Authority for the area; however, County has statutory responsibility for planning in a number of areas – including waste & minerals and education.


Although the Town Council is not a statutory planning consultee it does have the right to be notified of planning applications and always takes the opportunity to submit comments. A review of the Town Council’s procedures was deemed appropriate because the Planning & Townscape Committee has delegated authority to consider all planning applications/consultations on the Council’s behalf but this means that contentious/sensitive applications or those for large developments are being considered by 9 (out of 16) Councillors – with no certainty that all 9 Planning & Townscape Committee members will be present at a meeting (even though Councillors not on the committee are able to contribute – but not vote - from the Public Gallery).


After discussing the merits of certain applications being placed on the agenda of full Council meetings directly, or being referred from the P+T Committee, it was decided, on the Mayor’s casting vote, to continue with the existing procedure unless the Clerk – in consultation with the P+T Committee Chairman – decided that a planning application/consultation should be considered by the full Council directly. It was agreed also that all Councillors should be offered suitable training in order to help them assess planning applications. 
SEWAGE

The seemingly frequent failure of the sewage pipe between Tilling Green:Udimore Road and Winchelsea Road causes considerable inconvenience. Pressure on the existing inadequate system will be exacerbated when the first of the new properties on the Valley Park development are occupied (a show home is scheduled to be opened late February). Southern Water has stated that upgrading work is scheduled in the new financial year. The Town Council is pressing – through its involvement with the Rye Emergency Action Community Team (REACT) – for the work to be undertaken at the earliest opportunity.

QUALITY RENEWAL

In January the Council was advised that its Quality Council Re-accreditation application had been successful. A Quality Town/Parish Council has to pass a number of tests in relation to engaging with the community, electoral mandate, qualified staff and trained Councillors, accountability, ethical conduct, promoting local democracy and citizenship, and good employment practice.


Quality Council status lasts 4 years.

ELECTIONS

Town/Parish and District Council Elections will take place in Rother on Thursday 5 May – as will (provisionally) the proposed national referendum on replacing the ‘simple majority’ method of electing MPs with the Alternative Vote system.


Those interested in standing for election for the Town Council who are unsure what the role involves are welcome to have an informal chat with the Town Clerk, Richard Farhall t 223902.

FE CENTRE LATEST

By the time you read this Rye Library and the Rother Community Help Point should have moved into the former Woolworth store in the High Street.


The future of the former Library/FE Centre site in Lion Street has become rather complex. The site is actually for sale; however, the (2004) planning consent for demolition of all structures except the Library and front of the FE Centre, erection/creation of residential accommodation, and continued use of the front of the FE Centre for ‘community use’ has recently been ‘re-advertised’ – prompting hundreds of objections from those concerned (especially) about the possible demolition of a building of historical and architectural importance – the Art Room. The associated 106 Legal Agreement has been through a number of drafts and the matter seems to get deferred from one Rother Planning Committee meeting to another until, on 20 January, the Committee decided the application was too problematic – and turned it down!

The joint acquisition offer put together by the Fletcher Theatre Community Interest Group and Parochial Church Council has been rejected as ‘insufficient’ by Sussex Coast College Hastings.

SURGERIES

The next four Councillor Surgeries will be attended by:



Feb 2

Brian Elliott and Bernardine Fiddimore



Mar 2

Lorna Hall and Sonia Holmes



Apr 6

Jo Kirkham and Paul Osborne



May

No surgery - Elections
If you would like to book a 15-minute slot at the Town Hall please ring 223902 by noon on the day of the surgery. The first appointment available is at 6.30pm.


Andy Hemsley’s weekly Thursday drop-in surgeries at Rye Town Hall remain suspended. Andy is generally in Rye on Fridays and may be contacted on 01424 856781.


Amber Rudd MP holds a monthly surgery at the Town Hall, on the first Friday of the month. To make an appointment please ring 01424 205435.
______________________________________________________________________________

RYE TOWN COUNCIL INFORMATION

FORTHCOMING TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

All are open to the public. You are welcome to attend, ask questions and express any concerns at meetings of the full Council and Planning Committee. Meetings are held at the Town Hall, with the first listed commencing 6.30pm unless indicated otherwise.

Feb

14

Council, Planning & Townscape



28

Planning & Townscape

Mar

9

Annual Town Meeting (7pm)


14

Planning & Townscape




21

Public Services, Policy




28

Planning & Townscape

Apr

11

Council, Planning & Townscape



26(Tues)
Planning & Townscape

CONTACTING RYE TOWN COUNCIL

by post  Town Hall, Market Street, Rye TN31 7LA

by phone  223902

by fax  227706
by email  townhall@ryetowncouncil.gov.uk
web www.ryetowncouncil.gov.uk

Principal staff

Town Clerk Richard Farhall
Assistant Town Clerk Judy Pettitt
Councillors

BANTICK Granville
25 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DS


t 227724

BREEDS John

71 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7EA


t 222554

(Mayor)  

e jabreeds@hotmail.com 



BREEDS Jonathan
The Standard Inn, The Mint, Rye TN31 7EN

t 225996


ELLIOTT Brian

The Windmill, Ferry Rd, Rye TN31 7DW


t 224027




e info@ryewindmill.co.uk

FIDDIMORE

8 Doleham Cottages, Doleham Hill, Guestling TN35 4NA
t 01424

Bernardine

e councillorfiddimore@fsmail.net


814194

HALL Lorna

Rolvendene Farm, Love Lane Rye TN31 7NU

t 229808
(Deputy Mayor)  


e rolvendene@tiscali.co.uk
HOLMES Sonia*
23 North Salts, Rye TN31 7NU



t 222068



e cllr.sonia.holmes@rother.gov.uk
KIRKHAM Jo

10 Cadborough Cliff, Rye TN31 7EB


t 222562

OSBORNE Paul
Cadborough Cottage, 170 Udimore Road, Rye 

t/f 222415




TN31 6AA
m 07973 742210



e paul@posborne7.orangehome.co.uk

PALMER Frank
4 The Strand, Rye TN31 7DB



t 222603

POTTER Ian 

146 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DZ    


t 223453

ROGERS Shaun 
c/o Town Hall, Rye TN31 7LA   







m 07983 098284
e councilor@ssoh.co.uk
RUSSELL David*
Mountsfield, Rye Hill, Rye TN31 7NH

            t/f 227106

SMITH Mary

50 Strand Court, Rye TN31 7AY



t 227569




e mysdys@hotmail.co.uk


SOUSTER Sam
96 Udimore Road, Rye TN31 7DY


t 224305




e sam.souster@yahoo.com

WRIGHT David 
11 Landgate, Rye TN31 7LH   



t 227696




m 07703 214793
e councillorwright@hotmail.co.uk
* also a Rother District Councillor for Rye

Surgeries

Rye Town Councillors hold regular surgeries at the Town Hall on the first Wednesday of the month, 6.30pm-7.30pm. If you would like to discuss an issue or concern please ring Judy on 223902 to make an appointment.

Rye Heritage Centre

Home of the Rye Town Model, a gift shop, Old Pier Amusements and collection point for the Rye Audio Walking Tours. Operated by Rye Town Council. t 226696. www.ryeheritage.co.uk.
Useful Contacts

East Sussex County Council

t 01273 481000


www.eastsussexcc.gov.uk
MP (Amber Rudd)


t 01424 205435
Rother District Council

t 01424  787878

www.rother.gov.uk
AmicusHorizon


t 0845 3550999


www.horizon-hg.org.uk
Rye Community Help Point

t 222293
Rye County Councillor (Keith Glazier)
t 229581


e cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk
Rye Partnership


t 229600


www.ryepartnership.org.uk 

Rye Tourist Information Centre
t 229049
