NEWS
COUNCIL QUALITY MARK
Rye Town Council has become only the second local council in the Rother District to be awarded Quality Status. 
To become a Quality Town Council the Council had to demonstrate to a Government-appointed Accreditation Panel that it:
· Is representative of, and engages with, all parts of the community

· Is effectively and properly managed

· Has the ability, competence and capacity to take on an enhanced role.

In order to reach the minimum standard required the Council had to provide a range of evidence, including that it had a qualified Clerk, published a regular newsletter and Annual Report, held at least 6 full Council meetings a year, had adopted a Code of Conduct, and maintained accurate and transparent financial arrangements.

Commenting on the announcement, Rye Mayor, Paul Osborne said:
2006 is proving to be a memorable year for the Council. Not only does it hold the Speakership of the Cinque Ports but 2 years’ hard work to make the Council more accessible and relevant has been recognised with the award of the coveted Quality Town Status.

Given that one of the main aims of the Quality Status Scheme is to help facilitate the devolvement of services from larger authorities, I look forward to positive negotiations with Rother District Council, as well as the County Council.

Town Clerk, Richard Farhall added:

In addition to helping town and parish councils to take on more responsibilities it is anticipated that, in the near future, Quality Councils will be able to bid for additional Central Government funding.
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