RYE TOWN COUNCIL





MINUTES PS02
Minutes of a Public Services Committee meeting held at the Town Hall, Rye on Monday 23 October 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
Granville Bantick (Committee Vice Chairman), John Breeds, Jonathan Breeds, Paul Carey (Committee Chairman), John Izod, Paul Osborne (Mayor), David Russell (Deputy Mayor)

Cllr Keith Glazier (ESCC/Rye Partnership), Gina Sanderson (RVA)
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Cllrs Roger Breeds, Sonia Holmes, Frank Palmer and Keith Taylor; John Hill – Hastings Observer; 2 members of the public


The meeting commenced at 6.25
13
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from PC Andy Hanson, Nina Headde and Pauline Kingswood.
14
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

(a)
Co-opted Members – advice
As there was only one co-opted member present at this point, it was decided to carry this item over to the next meeting.


(b)
Declarations

Cllr Paul Carey

personal
20
Chairman, Rye & District 





Community Transport

15
MINUTES
RESOLVED To remove ‘Cllr Frank Palmer’ from the schedule of those ‘in attendance’.

The Minutes of the meeting of 17 July 2006 (PS01) – as amended - were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

16
MATTERS ARISING
Page 2

5 Tilling Green, Recommendation (seek Tilling Green estate resident) A piece had appeared in the Observer 20.10.06 and had been placed on the Council’s web site. The November 2006 Fixtures would also contain an item seeking interested persons. Thus far, Captain Paul Tyler, a Pottingfield Road resident and the parish’s new Family & School Church Liaison Officer had expressed a desire to join the Committee.

It was suggested that a card be placed in the window of the Tilling Green newsagents.
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6c) Policing in Rye, Recommendation (central island outside Freda Gardham) See main agenda item – 21.
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8 Voluntary Sector Issues – Bexhill College (subsidy removal) Camber-Bexhill College Service to be retained – see main agenda item 20.

Page 5

10 Conquest Hospital, Recommendation (objecting to possible cuts) Actioned – see main agenda item – 22.
17
CRIME & DISORDER


(a)
Rye & District Police-Parish Liaison Group/Meeting

The Council’s representative, Cllr John Izod, advised that he had been unable to attend the last meeting but hoped to be at the November meeting at Rye Police Station.

6.35
Gina Sanderson arrived.

(b)
Rye Local Action Team
Because the Chairman (Cllr Izod) had been incapacitated this had not met for a while. A meeting would be arranged for November. Unfortunately, the police had not attended its last meeting.
(c)
Policing in Rye

Cllr Bantick advised that the Chamber was concerned about the lack of a police presence on the streets.

RESOLVED To contact Inspector Franklin expressing the Committee’s concern that neither police representative had attended the last two meetings.




TC
Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Palmer highlighted the continuing problem of motorcyclists riding, often without helmets and pillion, on/around the Monkbretton Bridge-Camber foot/cyclepath.
RECOMMENDATION 1 To ask the police to investigate the problem.
RECOMMENDATION 2 To ask the police how many mini motos had been destroyed.






TC
It was noted that the revised target date for the re-opening of the Landgate Arch was Friday 27 October.

18
MARSH LINK

Members received and considered a report by Cllr Bantick on a meeting of the Marshlink Partnership held on 18 October; a copy letter from Nigel Whitburn (Marshlink) to Richard Brown (Eurostar); an email from Nina Headde regarding synchronisation of bus and rail timetables.
Cllr Bantick advised that the Partnership was especially concerned about the prospect of Eurostar services from Ashford being scaled down drastically – which could affect tourism and the viability of the Ashford-Brighton service. Another cause of concern was the future use of unused BRB land adjacent to the rail line in Ferry Road. It was important that any plans for the site would not interfere with any future track dualling.
The Partnership appeared to be content that the problem of there being a 7-minute gap between certain buses and trains at Rye could, for the time being (next rail timetable review: 2008-09), be addressed by Southern Railways’ agreement that passengers could buy tickets on the train rather than risk missing the connection by queuing at the ticket office.
Responding to a question from Cllr Carey concerning the former Lower School site and adjacent railway land, Cllr Glazier advised that tripartite negotiations on its possible acquisition by a commercial organisation were continuing.
Cllr Bantick offered to ascertain Brighton City Council’s position on the Eurostar announcement. 




Cllr Bantick
RECOMMENDATION To write to Eurostar’s CEO expressing grave concern about the company’s plan to downgrade its services calling at Ashford International.


TC
19
VOLUNTARY SECTOR ISSUES

Gina Sanderson highlighted the matters following:
(a) Hastings & Bexhill Local Area Transport Strategy This would go out for consultation in November and was likely to impact on Rye.  The document would be made available on ESCC’s web site.

(b) Local health services The consultation document on the future of the area’s health services was now expected on 2 December.

Cllr Glazier advised that he had been seconded temporarily to Hastings & Rother PCT.

(c) Friary Day Centre (closure) ARRCC has been offering day care services at Magdala House 3 days a week. Age Concern had taken also some clients and clients attending Magdala House appeared happy. However, a fewer former Friary clients were struggling with the journey to/from Hastings (3 hour round trip). A consortium of local voluntary organisations is exploring what other services could be offered at the Friary.
(d) Youth Opportunities Fund An application was submitted for capital expenditure to fund further skatepark equipment. At very short notice the applicants (a small group of skatepark users) had been invited for interview at the King’s Centre in Eastbourne – unfortunately they did not materialise at the meeting point for the transport arranged in Rye. The awarding body is keen to make a grant but has requested that a further application be completed.



Cllr Carey restated his personal interest in the item following.
20
BUS SERVICES

Members received a summary of the changes to bus services in Hastings, Rother and Wealden from 30 October and were pleased to note that the Camber-Bexhill College service had been retained.
Cllr Carey advised that ESCC officers had been working closely with service operators to try and achieve an integrated bus service. It was evident that progress had been made.
21
FREDA GARDHAM SCHOOL: SPEEDING

At the Visitor & Information Management Group meeting following the last Public Services Committee meeting Cllr Bantick had floated the suggestion of a central island being installed outside Freda Gardham School in order to slow traffic and prevent reckless overtaking. The representative from the Highways Agency present had not supported the idea, mainly because of the expectation that the school would close in the very near future. However, the Agency had agreed to consider an extension of the speed limit.

Cllr Osborne considered this would be ineffective and reported that there had been two accidents in New Road recently attributed to vehicle speed. 

RECOMMENDATION To ask the Highways Agency to install solid central white lines in order to deter overtaking in New Road.








TC
22
CONQUEST HOSPITAL: POSSIBLE CUTS

Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Taylor suggested that RTC should resist strongly any attempt to cut/downgrade services at the Conquest and such a position was supported by many medical/nursing professional bodies. Cllr Bantick agreed.
Cllr Glazier and Gina Sanderson suggested that it was not necessarily in the interests of actual and potential users of health services to oppose the prospect of change – as long as core services were maintained it might be that health services could be delivered more effectively in other ways. For example, it might be more beneficial for patients to increase the number of minor procedures provided at GP practices and local health centres.
Cllr Glazier observed that, in emergency situations, paramedics make the decision as to which A&E department their patient should attend.  Cllr John Breeds observed that many people present themselves to their local A&E and doubted local centres akin to ‘cottage hospitals’ would have the resources necessary to cope with a reasonable range of medical conditions.
Cllr Carey highlighted the poor transport infrastructure in the area which, if A&E services were reduced, could result in longer ambulance journey times.
Cllr Osborne noted that people are generally prepared to travel further for specialist services; however, it was essential that core services were easily accessible. Gina Sanderson observed that older people with chronic conditions could not necessarily cope with long regular journeys for treatment.
It was agreed generally that it was essential to ensure local health services were maintained.


The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.43.
Date................................

Chairman.................................................
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