RYE TOWN COUNCIL





MINUTES PS01
Minutes of a Public Services Committee meeting held at the Town Hall, Rye on Monday 17 July 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
Granville Bantick (Committee Vice Chairman), John Breeds, Jonathan Breeds, Paul Carey (Committee Chairman), John Izod, Paul Osborne (Mayor), David Russell (Deputy Mayor), Sam Souster 

Cllr Keith Glazier (ESCC/Rye Partnership), Nina Headde (Marsh Link Community Rail Partnership), Pauline Kingswood
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Cllrs Roger Breeds, Sonia Holmes, Frank Palmer and Ian Potter; Andy Hemsley – Rye Observer


The meeting commenced at 6.22
1
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from PCSO Dan Bevan, PC Andy Hanson and Gina Sanderson.
2
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Cllr Granville Bantick

personal
7
Marsh Link Action Group





Member
3
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of 25 April 2006 (PS04) were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4
MATTERS ARISING
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36 Access to Memorial Care Centre See main agenda item - 12
Cllr Carey declared a personal interest in the item following by virtue of being Chairman of Rye & District Community Transport:

38 Voluntary sector issues – bus services Dial-A-Ride has had a reprieve for 12 months. Cllr Carey advised that it remained the case that ESCC would not be providing a subsidy for bus services to/from Bexhill College from/to Camber/Rye.
Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Kirkham highlighted the considerable cost of students traveling to Bexhill from Camber/Rye and advised that Bexhill College was oversubscribed. 


Cllr Glazier arrived.

Cllr Glazer advised that schools without 6th forms -  TPCC, Grove, Hillcrest and Filsham Valley - were working together with HCAT and Bexhill College to provide a new college at the Plaza site in Hastings – and another (vocational) college at Ore. Admissions would commence September 2007. Although he had made representations regarding the withdrawal of the Bexhill College bus subsidy, efforts were being made to source alternative funding.

Nina suggested integrating a bus service with the improved rail link.
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41 Proposed police forces merger See main agenda item - 11
42 Police support for local councils, Resolution (inviting police rep to meetings) Actioned

42 Police support for local councils, Recommendation (Clerk completing questionnaire on Local Councils Support Policy) Actioned

5
TILLING GREEN
The meeting noted that Terry Scott (Tillingham Court Residents’ Association) had resigned from the Committee citing mobility difficulties.
Cllr Bantick advised that his efforts to kick start the formation of a Tilling Green Residents’ Association had met with little interest.

Cllr Souster suggested seeking a suitable individual from the Estate via the Rye Observer or Fixtures. Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Potter questioned the appropriateness of pursuing this course of action if there was no residents’ association to be represented. 
Cllr Carey observed that 40% of Rye residents lived on the Estate and Cllr Souster suggested that there was a wide range of social and economic needs there and some residents lacked the confidence to come forward to articulate them.
RECOMMENDATION That a suitable resident from the Tilling Green Estate be sought via the Rye Observer and/or Rye Fixtures.

TC
6
CRIME & DISORDER
(a)
Rye & District Police-Parish Liaison Group

The Clerk advised that, at Committee Formation, Members had decided to ask this Committee to select a Council representative.
Cllr Izod - who had attended meetings on an interim basis – reported that the meetings were informal, down-to-earth and very useful. Different parishes had their own particular crime and disorder issues.

Cllr Bantick proposed, and Cllr Osborne seconded, Cllr Izod. There were no other nominations.

(b)
Rye Local Action Team
Cllr Izod advised that the LAT was now meeting 6-monthly. The Minutes of the last meeting were not yet available because he was awaiting supporting information from a number of LAT members.
Responding to a query from Cllr Izod, Cllr Glazier confirmed that Animate had been closed (for 2 weeks) because of insufficient funding but that services would resume, in conjunction with the Youth Service, from 31 July. The intention was to provide services from the Boys’ Club on Mondays and Wednesdays and Animate on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Board was seeking currently alternative funding and would be consulting more closely with young people in order to pinpoint the services they actually wanted.
(c)
Policing in Rye
The Committee Chairman expressed concern about the recent increase in theft from cars (as reported in the eNeighbourhood Watch Bulletin). Cllr Souster flagged up the arson attacks on Martyn Channons and the Queen Adelaide.
Cllr Bantick advised that he had spoken with PCSO Bevan about quad bikes being ridden recklessly on Gibbet Marsh.
Cllr Osborne had received representations from residents of New Road concerning the long-standing problem of speeding – and overtaking – outside Freda Gardham and suggested exploring the installation of single white lines.

Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Roger Breeds suggested a central island would not only deter overtaking but would provide a safer means of crossing to/from the school.
Responding to a question from Cllr Potter the Clerk explained the reasons for the delay in purchasing a Speed Indicator Device jointly with Camber. Cllr Glazier advised that, under the Camber Initiative, permanent reactive speed signs would be installed in the village. He also suspected that County might no longer be in a position to supply subsidised SIDs.

RECOMMENDATION To accept Cllr Bantick’s offer to progress the central island proposal via the Visitor & Information Management Group.







Cllr Bantick

(d)
Rye Railway Station
Cllr Bantick reported that RDC’s Conservation & Design Officer, Dianne Russell was doubtful that permission would be granted to site CCTV cameras on the (Listed) railway station building. The Town Manager and Safer Rother Partnership had surveyed the area last Thursday with a view to obtaining funding to mount cameras in the vicinity of the station.
Cllrs Russell and Potter expressed concern about the proliferation of CCTV cameras and considered they were largely ineffective. Cllr Izod responded that all members of Rye LAT were generally supportive of installing cameras.

Nina advised that CCTV was present at the station itself (including the coach park) and expressed the view that this provided vulnerable passengers with a sense of security.

Pauline agreed, suggesting that cameras in the Station Approach area would reassure older and vulnerable bus users – especially at night. It was a recognised congregation point for young people and some people find this threatening.

RECOMMENDATION To note that various groups are pursuing the introduction of CCTV in Station Approach.
7
MARSH LINK

Nina reported that Southern’s new MD visited the town on 13 June. Southern is looking to re-line the coach/car park. The MD was asked to consider introducing a later train from Brighton to Rye – as well as a weekend service for Three Oaks and Winchelsea.
It was noted that, following Geoff Lyus’s resignation, the Council would need to appoint another representative to the Marsh Link Action Group. In the meantime, Cllr Bantick would attend the Marsh Link meeting scheduled for 19 July at the Town Hall.








TC, Cllr Bantick
Pauline Kingswood advised that it was likely that Southern would say that they had no access to additional rolling stock in order to run later services.
8
VOLUNTARY SECTOR ISSUES

Committee members received Gina’s written report.
Bexhill College
RECOMMENDATION To reiterate RTC’s objection to the removal of the subsidy and (after having sought further/supporting information from Ann Cockerham) to ask  ESCC to investigate, urgently, some form of alternative transport provision.





TC

Friary Day Centre
Cllr Glazier advised that the Centre would not now close until September.

Cllr Izod advised that Rye & District Age Concern Day Centre would be opening an extra day.

Bus Services

Pauline had attended recently a meeting of the Hastings Senior Forum which had been attended by Don Benn and a representative from Stagecoach. Many of the concerns raised centred around bus services not being publicised adequately – particularly services to/from The Conquest.
Nina advised that the new timetable was very user-friendly and integrated bus and rail services.

9
FIT FOR THE FUTURE

The Committee considered whether to appoint a member to respond to the Surrey and Sussex NHS Trust discussion document, Creating an NHS For the Future. (deadline: 21 July)

RESOLVED To ask Cllr Dyce to consider reviewing the document.
TC
10
CONQUEST HOSPITAL


Members considered whether - and how – to support the ‘Hands off the Conquest’ campaign. Michael Foster MP had alerted RTC to the possible development, from 2009, of ‘super hospitals’, which would be provided in areas with a population in excess of 400,000. This could see The Conquest losing some services – including A&E. The concern was that The Conquest could end up being downgraded.

Cllr Glazier suspected that, although the concerns had arisen following a review by the Strategic Health Authority, it was the Department of Health that was encouraging ‘rationalisation’ in order to address the Surrey & Sussex NHS Trusts’ considerable deficit. He had met recently The Conquest’s Clinical Services Director who had informed him that there was insufficient demand for some services. It was possible that A&E might be closed at night
RECOMMENDATION That RTC writes to oppose any closure/ downgrading of The Conquest A&E department and leaves individuals and organisations to respond directly to the current concerns about the future of The Conquest, as they see fit.




TC
11
POLICE MERGER

RECOMMENDATION To note that the Home Secretary has abandoned the proposed merger of police forces for the foreseeable future.







12
A268 RYE HILL

RECOMMENDATION To note that County Highways has asked its Development Control department to look into the provision of a pedestrian crossing to/from the Memorial Care Centre as part of the proposed development of a new GP surgery on the site.



The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40
Date................................

Chairman.................................................
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