 RYE TOWN COUNCIL




MINUTES PR04
Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy, Resources & General Purposes Committee, held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Monday 
20 November 2006
PRESENT

Councillors
Jonathan Breeds, Roger Breeds, Paul Carey, Sonia Holmes, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer, Ian Potter (Committee Vice Chairman), David Russell (Committee Chairman – Deputy Mayor)
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Cllrs John Izod, Eric Streeton and Keith Taylor; Andy Hemsley – Rye Observer
The meeting commenced at 6.20.
44
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Granville Bantick, Jonathan Breeds (arrived later), Peter Dyce and Sam Souster.
45
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Cllr David Russell       personal
item 51
Dog owner

46
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of 11 September 2006 (PR03) were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
47
MATTERS ARISING 
Page 1

95a) Community Centre signage (contributing up to £125 towards a B&G ‘finger’) Outstanding.

45 Banners across High Street (renewing planning permission) Not yet actioned – need to identify secure/safe fixings and willing property owners. (May be possible to utilise new Christmas lighting brackets.)
60 Rye Cemetery (asking RDC to adopt Hastings BC memorial stones testing model) Not yet actioned.
17 Action Plan An open ‘interactive event’ to identify possible members of the proposed steering group would, venue permitting, be held in February.
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20.2b) Heritage Centre: VAT (letter of understanding) Not yet actioned.
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37.4 Earmarked Reserves (Resolution 1 – viring Ryennium Reserve to General Reserve) Actioned.
40(a) Reproduction Permissions (requesting fee from Dorling Kindersley) Actioned but no response.

40(b) Reproduction Permissions (requesting fee from Pearson Education) Actioned – agreed to pay £125.
48
FINANCE
48.1
Town Hall


 a) Schedules of Authorised Payments and Statements of Income
RESOLVED That the Schedule of Authorised Payments and Statements of Income for August to October 2006 be received and adopted.


b) Petty Cash 
RESOLVED That the Petty Cash Account Statement for August to October 2006 be received and adopted.


c) Budget Monitor 

RESOLVED That the Statement of actual income and expenditure to 31 October 2006 against that budgeted be received and noted.


48.2
Heritage Centre



a)
RTS Trading Reports
The Clerk advised that two Income and Expenditure Statements – for July and August – had just been received and tabled. RTS now undertook its own bookkeeping. Accounts for September and October would follow.
August 2006 compared with August 2005 (significant variances)





2006

2005

Cumulative net profit


7,759

15,323
Net profit for month


4,067

7,842
Advertising & Marketing (cumul)
7,893

3,288

Travel & Entertainment (cumul)
1,441

128

Bank charges



614

-
It was noted that, apart from the figures supplied, Members had been provided with no indication on how the year was progressing – trends, issues etc.

RESOLVED To invite RTS to give a progress report at the next meeting.








TC


48.3
Account Balances 
The Clerk advised that RDC had finally submitted bills for the last two bye-elections. This figure, just under £6,000, had not been incorporated within the balances reported as at 31 October.
RESOLVED That the Statement of Account Balances as at 31 October 2006 be received and noted.

48.4
Earmarked Reserves
RESOLVED That the Statement of Earmarked Reserves as at 31 October 2006 be received and noted.
49
TOWN CLERK REPORTS


RESOLVED That the Town Clerk’s Reports for August-October 2006 be


received and noted.
50
STREET TRADING
RESOLVED To note that, upon confirmation of the new District-wide Street Trading Control Order (incorporating further Consent Streets in Rye), the Council will be arranging a meeting with Inspector Franklin with a view to facilitating the introduction of an effective joint enforcement strategy between the police and Rother District Council, to be agreed prior to Easter 2007.








Cllr Russell re-stated his personal interest in the item following.

51
DOG CONTROL
Members were asked to consider whether it would be appropriate to make any amendments to Rother District Council’s proposed Dog Control Order, insofar as it affected Rye. The Clerk advised that RDC’s CEO had advised a meeting of Clerks that any amendments put forward by parish/town councils would be incorporated within the Order. As the Draft Order stood, there would be nowhere in Rye to exercise a dog off the lead.
It was noted that if not ‘locked’ at the standard lead length of 1m, there was a risk of a dog on an extending lead darting into the road, forcing drivers to take evasive action.


RESOLVED 1 To highlight this concern and ask if it was possible to address it within the Order.






TC
RESOLVED 2 To request that dogs be permitted to be exercised off the lead at Mason’s Field, Gibbet Marsh, the King’s Avenue open space and the Fair Salts.







TC
It was observed that the draft Order prohibited dogs from cemeteries and churchyards but that St Mary’s Churchyard had a number of thru footways and at least one dog waste bin.

RESOLVED 3 To ask that dogs be permitted on a lead within St Mary’s Churchyard.








TC
52
WASTE MANAGEMENT

Cllr Osborne drew attention to Rother’s new waste management contract being rolled out on 1 April 2007 and - particularly as this represented a radical change to the existing service – he suggested that the Council needed to be seen to be pro-active in terms of anticipating operational difficulties and taking up the interests/concerns of local residents.


RESOLVED To invite the company appointed by RDC to raise awareness of the new collection service, Envirocomms, to make a presentation to a future Council/Committee meeting.


TC


6.50
Cllr Jonathan Breeds arrived

53
OVERSEAS PENSIONS

Members were advised that the Clerk is asked regularly to certify that recipients of pension payments made outside of the UK are not deceased and to consider introducing a charge for pensioners resident outside of the parish boundary.

RESOLVED To introduce a charge of £25 to certify pension forms of those resident outside of the Parish.




TC
54
FIRE AUTHORITY MANAGEMENT PLAN

RESOLVED To accept Cllr Potter’s offer to draft a response to East Sussex Fire Authority’s 5 Year Risk Management Plan 2007-12.









Cllr Potter


The meeting ended at 6.55


Date........................................    Chairman................................................ 
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