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MINUTES PT10
Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning & Townscape Committee held at the Town Hall, Rye on Monday 26 September 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
John Breeds, Paul Carey, Peter Dyce, Jo Kirkham, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer (Committee Vice Chairman), Ian Potter, Eric Streeton, Keith Taylor
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; 2 members of the public
______________________________________________________________

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Palmer.
61
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Roger Breeds and David Russell.
62
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Cllr Jo Kirkham        prejudicial
RR/2006/2488/P 
Rye Museum






Assoc Director
Cllr Ian Potter        prejudicial

RR/2006/2393/P 
Owns property in 






near vicinity

There were no questions/contributions from the members of the public present at this stage.
63
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Planning and Townscape meeting of 11 September 2006 (PT09) were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
64
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising – any decisions had been actioned.
65
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
RR/2006/2388/P
23 Mermaid Street, Churchills, Rye.
RR/2006/2389/L
Erection of single storey rear extension to kitchen.



SUPPORT APPROVAL

6.06
Cllr Potter reiterated his prejudicial interest in the application following and left the Chamber.

RR/2006/2393/P
Maryland, Point Hill, Rye.

Erection of infill extension to create garage with roof extension over.




SUPPORT APPROVAL

6.07
Cllr Potter returned to the Chamber.
RR/2006/2404/P
85 High Street, Rye.
RR/2006/2405/L
Replacement of two air-conditioning units on ground floor and replacement  two outdoor units on first floor flat roof.

SUPPORT APPROVAL – subject to no increase in noise levels.

6.09
Cllr Kirkham reiterated her prejudicial interest in the application following and left the Chamber.

RR/2006/2488/P
Ypres Tower, Church Square, Rye.
Alterations to entrance including constructing a new access ramp. Installation of photovoltaic panels on the existing roof.
Cllr Carey advised that the energy expended in producing photovoltaic cells exceeded their energy saving over their useful life by 6:1. He suggested that their installation would not contribute to the preservation of an historic building (RN3d ci) and would affect adversely the character of neighbouring properties (RN3d di).
There was general support for the two of the three main strands to the application: attempting to reduce water ingress at the roof and the proposed wheelchair access ramp. However, there was uncertainty over the reasons for the Museum Association wishing to install panels rather than plugging into the National Grid.
6.21
The meeting adjourned to allow the Chairman of Rye Museum Association, Robert Clay to address the matter of the solar panels.

Mr Clay confirmed that the panels proposed would be seen from the top of the Church Tower only. An environmental engineer had recommended the panels to supply background heat throughout the Tower which, via a ‘chimney effect’, would help dry out the Tower and reduce the high humidity levels, 24/7. The Department of Culture, Media and Sport – and English Heritage – had supported approval of the application.

6.35
The meeting reconvened.

Upon request, Cllr Palmer summarised Rye Conservation Society’s comments on the application. The Society had objected to the proposed installation of a ramp, considering that the benefit of access to a small number of wheelchair users would not be outweighed by the visual intrusion of a ramp. As an historic structure, the Tower should be exempted from the Disability Discrimination Act. It believed also that insufficient  information had been provided to support the photovoltaic panels. 
RESOLVED To support approval of the application.
The meeting closed at 6.46.
Date................................             
Chairman..................................... 
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