RYE TOWN COUNCIL





MINUTES PT23
Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning & Townscape Committee held at the Town Hall, Rye on Monday 2 April 2007
PRESENT
Councillors
John Breeds, Jonathan Breeds, Roger Breeds (Committee Chairman), Paul Carey, Peter Dyce, Jo Kirkham, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer (Committee Vice Chairman), David Russell (Deputy Mayor), Eric Streeton, 
Keith Taylor
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Cllrs Granville Bantick, Sonia Holmes, John Izod and Sam Souster; 4 members of the public; Andy Hemsley – Rye Observer
______________________________________________________________

The meeting commenced at 6pm.
145
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Ian Potter.
146
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

There were no disclosures at this stage.

There were no questions from the members of the public present and, therefore, no need to adjourn the meeting.

147
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Planning and Townscape meeting of 19 March 2007 (PT22) were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
148
MATTERS ARISING

There Clerk advised that all the items outstanding had been actioned.
149
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Cllrs Bantick and Taylor declared personal interests in relation to the application following by virtue of being Secretary and Chairman (respectively) of the Friends of Rye Library.
AMENDED PLANS AND/OR DESCRIPTION

RR/2006/1991/P
53 Cinque Ports Street, Rye.





Proposed new library with 10 apartments above.


SUPPORT REFUSAL. Lack of residents’ parking; poor vehicular access.
RR/2007/386/L
West Point House, Point Hill, Rye.





Erection of rear conservatory to replace existing.




SUPPORT APPROVAL
RR/2007/626/L
24 Landgate, Landgate Chambers, Rye.





Change to fascia sign and entrance door colour.





SUPPORT APPROVAL
RR/2007/642/P
24 Mermaid Street, Rye.

Alterations to windows and doors to rear and side of property and internal alterations.





SUPPORT APPROVAL
RR/2007/690/P
3 Landgate, Rye.

Change of use of first and second floors from residential to B1 office use.





SUPPORT APPROVAL
RR/2007/710/C
Love Lane Allotments – Land East of, Love Lane, Rye.

New primary school & children’s centre, playgrounds, ancillary land uses & fencing, with service access from a remodeled loop road off Love Lane, remodeling of the Rye Sports Centre Car Park, with new footpath/cycleway from the car park to the eastern bank of the river Tillingham with 3 new bridges across & part-culverting of drainage ditches, new underground pumping station & minor remodeling of the Thomas Peacocke Community College Governors Nursery.

SUPPORT APPROVAL. Recommendation: that an emergency access road (doubling up as a foot/cyclepath) be installed between Ferry Road and the site.
150
8-26 FISHMARKET ROAD

The Clerk advised that a local resident had expressed concern about the dangerous condition of the terrace at a recent Councillors’ Surgery attended by Cllrs Holmes and Izod.
Following a recent partial collapse, Rother had asked the owner, the Chunnel Group, to remove the entire length of (cast iron) guttering. Cllr Souster considered that this effectively created another potential hazard to pedestrians – falling roof slates.

Cllr Souster advised that the Chunnel Group had still not complied fully with the Section 215 Notice served on it in August 2006. Although the Group had boarded up and painted the windows and doors it had yet to remove debris and overgrown vegetation from the rear of the properties. 
Rother’s Building Control Manager was monitoring the condition of the roof and had suggested that, should the slates show indications of becoming dislodged, he would ask the Group to erect a guard at eaves level. Cllr Souster advised that, in his opinion, slippage had commenced.
It was agreed generally that it was difficult to see how the site could be a viable development proposition – requiring a substantial retaining wall to the rear and fronting a narrow section of the A259 with poor sight lines.
RESOLVED 1
 To ask the Building Control Officer to require the Chunnel Group to fix a guard at eaves level, or reinstate the guttering.






TC

RESOLVED 2 To ascertain the Chunnel Group’s intentions for the site.







TC
151
WASTE AND MINERALS

Members were invited to consider whether to participate in the County Council’s consultation on its Waste and Minerals Core Strategy and Minerals Site Development Plan – Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.







The Clerk advised that the purpose of the Appraisal was to ‘identify and report on the likely effects of a plan and to determine to what extent it will contribute to sustainable development.’


RESOLVED That the Report be noted,
152
TOWN CENTRE PAVEMENTS
The Clerk advised that this item (to note the increasing number of hazardous damaged/raised paving stones and kerb stones in the town centre and to consider whether to establish the true extent of the problem by means of an informal survey) was now redundant: the County’s contractor, May Gurney had just undertaken a survey of the town centre’s pavements and would be commencing repairs in April for approximately 4 weeks.
Cllr Palmer observed that because many paving slabs are damaged as a result of vehicles parking illegally on pavements (combined with a lack of enforcement of parking regulations) the repairs proposed were likely to be short-lived.

The meeting closed at 6.47
Date................................             
Chairman..................................... 
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