 RYE TOWN COUNCIL




MINUTES PT07
Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning & Townscape Committee held at the Town Hall, Rye on Monday 14 August 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
John Breeds, Roger Breeds (Committee Chairman), Paul Carey, Peter Dyce, Jo Kirkham, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer (Committee Vice Chairman), David Russell (Deputy Mayor)
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Cllrs Granville Bantick, Sonia Holmes and John Izod; Andy Hemsley – Rye Observer; 1 member of the public
______________________________________________________________

The meeting commenced at 7.38pm.
42
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Ian Potter.
43
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
There were no disclosures of interest.

There were no questions from the members of the public present.


RESOLVED To bring forward consideration of item 47.

47
LANDGATE ARCH/TOWER
Members were reminded that East Sussex County Council intended to stop access to the High Street via the Landgate Arch for up to 8 weeks from 18 September 2006 and were asked to consider further (the scheme was discussed during the adjourned section of the preceding Council meeting) whether to submit any comments on the works,
Cllr Carey advised that the last Partnership Members’ meeting had been the first occasion the detailed scheme had been presented for consideration. Although HotCats and Chamber members had attended, he could not recall the presentation having been publicised in the Observer. He recollected that the original proposal in the Rye Local Area Transport Strategy (LATS) had been for a more aesthetically-pleasing scheme. The current proposal to introduce a coloured surface (similar to that outside Battle Abbey) was uninspiring and out of character. He considered that County Highways should endeavour to undertake the work January-Easter in order to minimise disruption to local traders who this year had experienced significant income loss as a result of the resurfacing of the A259. He suggested that there was a case for arguing that the benefits expected would not be outweighed by the disruption to the town during construction. 
His proposal – seconded by Cllr Dyce – that the Council requests a better finished surface – and for the parking bays at the top of Landgate to be relocated to the other side of the road (in order to obviate the need for pavement realignment) was lost.
Cllr Obsorne advised that the road closure was necessary to protect the workforce undertaking the realignment and Cllr John Breeds pointed out that a better quality finish would be more expensive and take longer to complete.

Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Izod expressed his opposition to the scheme which would impose yet more traffic chaos on the town.

Cllr Osborne pointed out that the primary purpose of the scheme was to improve the actual (and perceived) safety of vulnerable road users. Cllr Dyce doubted that the proposed realignment would achieve this.
RESOLVED To accept the scheme as presented by County Highways and May Gurney.
44
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Planning and Townscape meeting of 31 July 2006 (PT06) were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
45
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising – all decisions had been actioned.
46
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


  

RESOLVED That the Council’s comments on the Planning Applications following be submitted to the District Planning Authority:

Cllr Dyce declared a personal interest in the application following by virtue of being a resident of an adjacent development (Meryon Court) – but whose own property would not be affected by the development proposed.


RR/2006/1991/P
53 Cinque Ports Street, Rye





Proposed new Library with 10 apartments





SUPPORT APPROVAL.
Advisory note: The Council has concerns about the absence of parking provision for the residents and the development overlooking the bedrooms and gardens of some properties in Meryon Court.
RR/2006/2000/P
43 Winchelsea Road, Rye

Renewal of outline planning permission for the erection of 6 dwellings with garages, allowed on appeal ref: APP/U1430/A/03/1117679.





SUPPORT APPROVAL.
Advisory note: the Council would expect that the final development will not exceed the height of neighbouring properties.
RR/2006/2039/P
68 Fishmarket Road, Rye.





Erection of double garage.





SUPPORT APPROVAL
RR/2006/2057/P
91 High Street, Rye.

Conversion of maisonette to form two self-contained flats.




SUPPORT APPROVAL
RR/2006/2081/P
River Café, Strand Coachworks, St Margaret’s Terrace, Rye.

Variation of condition 8 imposed upon planning permission RR/2003/3446/P to extend working hours from 9.30 am to 23.00 pm Monday to Friday.

SUPPORT APPROVAL – subject to the applicant complying with the letter accompanying the application.
RR/2006/2118/L
79 High Street, Rye.





Replacement of shop front.

SUPPORT APPROVAL
RR/2006/2130/O
48 Ferry Road, Rye.

Lawful opening of night-club premises from midnight to 1 am on Monday, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and from midnight to 2 am on Thursdays and Saturdays and from 1 am to 2 am on Fridays in breach of condition imposed on RR/80/1994/P limiting opening hours to midnight.




NOTED
The meeting closed at 8.22.
Date................................             
Chairman..................................... 
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