RYE TOWN COUNCIL





MINUTES LT02
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Tourism Committee, held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Monday 6 November 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
 Granville Bantick, Sonia Holmes, John Izod, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer, David Russell (Deputy Mayor), Sam Souster, Eric Streeton
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Cllrs Roger Breeds, Paul Carey, Keith Taylor and Ian Potter; Andy Hemsley - Rye Observer; 10 members of the public
The meeting commenced at 6.24.
The Committee Chairman not being present – and there being no Committee Vice Chairman – the Mayor opened the meeting.

12
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr John Breeds (Committee Chairman).
13
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Cllr Granville Bantick
personal
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Member of Skatepark 








Management Committee
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in The Strand
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Cllr Ian Potter
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Management Committee

14
VICE CHAIRMANSHIP
There being no interest in this position, it was agreed to defer the item until the next meeting and to accept Cllr Souster’s offer to chair the remainder of the meeting.

15
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of 3 July 2006 (LT01) were approved as a correct record of the proceedings.
16
MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising that would not be covered on the main agenda.
17
ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk advised that both the Land Registry Title entries (ESX62521 and ESX65343) for the South Undercliff and Love Lane Allotment sites stated/indicated the use of the land as ‘allotment gardens’.

It had been made known to him that the National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners (NSALG) has access to specialist legal advice in this area – including Counsel’s opinion – and is providing advice in relation to a similar situation.

He suggested that there was a realistic expectation that, by enrolling the Council as a member of the Society at £50pa, the Council could reduce its potential legal costs in relation to pursuing its ‘grievance’ with Rother.

RECOMMENDATION That the Council affiliates to the National Society of Leisure and Allotment Gardeners at a cost of £50pa.


TC

Statutory power: Small Holding & Allotments Act 1908 s23 

Cllr Osborne re-stated his personal interest in relation to the item following:

18
STRAND CAR PARK - PROPOSED PEDESTRIANISATION
RESOLVED To note that, at its meeting held on 14 August, Council resolved to submit a pedestrianisation proposal to Rother District Council based on the consultant’s ‘dual summer use’ recommended option and that this has not yet been actioned.



19
INFORMATION AND VISITOR MANAGEMENT GROUP

Cllr Bantick reported on the meeting of the Information and Visitor Management Group held on 31 August 2006 – highlighting:

· A259 re-surfacing Bob Ball (Highways Agency) had acknowledged that the Agency could have disseminated more information on the project.

· Station Approach The Rye Local Area Transport Strategy scheme was still being revised for further consultation.

· New Road/Freda Gardham Because of the intention to close the school the Highways Agency would not consider the installation of a central island/crossing but would investigate an extension of the 30mph limit.
Cllr Potter suggested that, even allowing for the ‘relocation’ of Freda Gardham, a safer means of crossing the road would benefit local residents.

Cllr Bantick agreed to put this to the Group – along with the Public Services Committee’s recommendation that solid central white lines be applied.











Cllr Bantick

· Damaged York stones in Citadel The Highways Authority had advised that it had no budget for ‘conservation work’.
· A259 (Strand Quay) parking bays It appeared that the Highways Agency would not now remove the bays without police approval.
It was noted that it had been around 2 years since the Agency had written to RTC agreeing to replace the bays with a single yellow line, prohibiting ‘peak time’ parking.
RESOLVED To discuss the removal of the bays with Inspector Franklin.
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Cllr Russell  expressed his satisfaction with the illumination of the Landgate Arch but warned of the danger of pigeon mess obscuring the ground-level light covers. Cllr Souster advised that lighting maintenance issues were being considered by the Partnership – with a view to passing responsibility to RDC.
Responding to an observation from Cllr Potter that the new non-slip road surface under the Arch had begun quickly to wear, the Clerk advised that the same problem had occurred in Robertsbridge High Street.


20
RYE MARKETING GROUP
Cllr Izod’s report on the last Marketing Group meeting included reference to:

· Useful web links with Cranbrook and others
· Successful festivals: Siege of Rye, Maritime, Rye and A Taste of Rye. There had been subsequently a well-received Medieval Conference
· The 2007-08 Rye Guide would be published in time for Christmas promotional mailings

· The new Christmas Lights scheme would be ‘switched on’ – with a fireworks display – on 2 December at 8.30pm.

· There had been some discussion about a few instances of minor vandalism in the town and desire to see a greater PCSO presence.

Cllr Izod added that preparations were in hand for the upcoming Rye Fawkes. Road closures had been arranged and signage was in place. As usual the aim was to keep the A259 open as long as possible.

Cllr Palmer considered that the Partnership placed too much emphasis on promoting Rye’s ‘medieval’ past rather than its more tangible maritime and Cinque Ports history. Cllr Osborne observed that it was sometimes difficult to secure co-operation and funding from the 14 Cinque Ports. Cllr Izod responded that there was more European funding available for ‘medieval’ events.

Cllr Osborne declared a personal interest in the matter following by virtue of being the brother of the person cited:

Cllr Osborne reported that his sister, who had run the Regent Motel for 24 years, could not be given an accommodation grading because the property had less than 10 rooms and was unable, physically and legally (because of a planning condition), to provide food. This meant that, because Rother insisted that its Rye Guide grant was dependent on ‘inspected (and graded) accommodation providers’ only being included in the publication, that the Motel was no longer eligible for inclusion.
Cllr Potter could see the logic of Rother’s position: a user would have a reasonable expectation that the accommodation included within a guide had been judged to conform to certain recognised standards.
Cllr Souster advised that he was aware of a number of businesses which were also no longer eligible for inclusion in the Guide.

RESOLVED To discuss the issue with the Town Manager in the first instance to determine her proposed course of action and then, if necessary to approach Rother’s Tourism Officer and/or Tourism South-East/Visit Britain.







 TC

21
RYE SKATE PARK

The Clerk advised that another £2,263 was needed to complete Phase II and around a further £11,250 to complete Phase III. With support from Rother Voluntary Action, a group of users had submitted a £10,000 bid to the County Council’s Youth Opportunities Capital Fund but, unfortunately had not attended a meeting with the selection panel. Another bid was being prepared and there was an expectation that it would be successful. Users in Hastings had been successful in obtaining funding from this source for the Hastings Skate Park.

The Mayor advised that it was hoped that Richard Harding, Youth Development Manager would be attending a meeting of the Skate Park Steering Group on 9 November in order to explore how he could support the involvement of the users in the application process. The Mayor was exploring also whether any monies could be obtained from Rother’s Community Projects Grant.
Responding to a suggestion from the Clerk that, if a small balance was outstanding in order to complete the facility, the Council could consider precepting for it next year, Cllr Carey asked whether supporters of the skate park were still fundraising. The Mayor suggested that, given that reasonably substantial sums were still required, undertaking small scale fundraisers – such as boot fairs – would be a poor use of resources; hence the Skate Park Steering Group concentrating on grant funding.
22
RYE SPORTS CENTRE

Cllr Carey’s report on the meeting of the Rye Sports Centre Management Committee held on 4 October included reference to:
· Outstanding defects Mowlem’s (now Corrilian) proposals for addressing defects were unacceptable. Freedom Leisure would fix skid-resistant tiles at Christmas and this would be funded from contract retention monies. At the same time a new staircase from reception to the gym area will be installed .
· Re-opening Will take place early in the New Year.

· Joan Yates A plaque in her memory would be commissioned and, hopefully, erected at the pool.
· New primary school Cllr Glazier had advised the meeting that the earliest opening date was now September 2008. There was a proposal to install a multi-use games area (MUGA) on the new site which could be used by both  schools and the community outside school hours (managed by the Sports Centre).
Cllr Palmer asked if the MUGA could incorporate a climbing wall. Cllr Carey responded that he had, over many years, attempted to identify a way of incorporating a wall in the vicinity and would continue to do so.

RESOLVED To support, in principle, the proposed creation of a MUGA on the TPCC site.

23
CHILDREN’S PLAY INITIATIVE

Unfortunately the Mayor had been unable to attend the first seminar due to work commitments.

24
WILDLIFE WEEKEND 2007
Members considered an email from Simon Hickmott seeking support for next year’s Wildlife Weekend (26-28 May). Whereas, two years earlier, County had organised an event at the FE Centre and Town Hall directly, its preference now is to help facilitate and support other organisations’ events.
RESOLVED To support the Weekend and publicise it via the Council’s newsletter and web site.
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25
RYE UNITED

RESOLVED To accept a request from Rye United FC to address a future meeting of the Committee on its plans for the club.
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The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.32
Date........................................    Chairman................................................ 
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