RYE TOWN COUNCIL





MINUTES LT01
Minutes of a Meeting of the Leisure & Tourism Committee, held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Monday 3 July 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
 Granville Bantick, John Breeds (Committee Chairman), Sonia Holmes, John Izod, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer, David Russell (Deputy Mayor), Sam Souster
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; Cllrs Roger Breeds, Paul Carey and Ian Potter; Andy Hemsley - Rye Observer; 9 members of the public
The meeting commenced at 6.33
1
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies for absence.
It was noted that Cllr Lyus had resigned from the Council and that the Committee would need to consider appointing a new Vice Chairman at its next meeting.
2
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3
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of 10 April 2006 (LT06) were approved as a correct record of the proceedings.

4
MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.

5
ALLOTMENTS
The Clerk summarised the current position. Rother was continuing to insist that Rye’s two allotments were ‘temporary’, despite evidence to suggest they qualified as ‘statutory’. The ascribed temporary status was due probably to RDC having no direct power to provide allotments where a parish council exists. RDC had informed Rye Allotments Association that the allotment land at both Love Lane and South Undercliffe were registered as ‘undeveloped land’ at the Land Registry. No further advice had been received from SALC – the Clerk had asked it for guidance on appropriate legal counsel.

It was noted that the Allotments Association would prefer to be under the jurisdiction of RTC and even ‘self-manage’.

The Mayor advised that it had been clear from the discussion at the previous week’s RTC-RDC Liaison meeting that RDC was not prepared to budge on giving up the freeholds of the allotments.

Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Potter made the case for challenging RDC’s position and the legality of the transfer of the allotments to RDC during the 1972-74 local government reorganisation.
Speaking from the Gallery, Cllr Carey suggested checking the registered status of the allotment land with the Land Registry and, if necessary, making a formal objection.
Cllr Souster advised that relevant documentation relating to the transfer of the allotments could not be found.

RESOLVED To obtain copies of the Land Registry entries for the land occupied by the Love Lane and South Undercliffe Allotments and, if registered as ‘undeveloped land’, to challenge the classification.
TC
RECOMMENDATION To seek Counsel’s advice and set aside £1,000 from the General Reserve for this purpose.



Cllr Osborne reiterated his personal interest in the item following.
6
STRAND CAR PARK - PROPOSED PEDESTRIANISATION
The Clerk reported that despite a copy of the Feasibility Study Report being sent to RDC over 5 weeks prior to the RTC-RDC Liaison meeting, most of the senior officers present – as well as the attending Cabinet Member – had not had sight of the document.
The Head of Amenities had restated his belief that RDC’s main concern would be to ensure that it would not be disadvantaged financially.

Cllr Souster observed that the Strand Car Park ‘one day’ closure agreed by RDC to support this year’s Rye Maritime Festival would provide an ideal opportunity to assess the viability of pedestrianisation.
The matter could not be progressed until RTC had submitted a proposal for the Cabinet’s consideration.
RESOLVED To defer further discussion until the Council meeting scheduled for 14 August.

7
VISITOR AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT GROUP

Cllr Bantick reported on the meeting of the Visitor & Information Management Group held on 14 June (Appendix) – highlighting:
· A259 surfacing There would be no compensation for businesses. The road surface was much quieter. The new zebra crossing had been completed. Work had been completed earlier than programmed due to there being few unforeseen problems. The main problem had been HGV drivers ignoring their diversion route.

· Rye LATS
Rye Harbour Road Proposed start date for foot/cycle path: 30 July 06. Completion over 3 financial years

Station Approach Original scheme being reviewed. Will revert back to 2-lane
and then re-presented
Landgate Pedestrian improvements scheduled for Sep-Oct (coinciding with illumination) – after the Rye Festival and before Rye Bonfire

Strand/Deals Scheme on hold

Deadman’s Lane Needs funding

· M20 junction 10 Shortly to be resigned ‘Hastings’
· The Strand Review Considering ‘no parking’ 8am-6pm
· Market Towns Initiative Litter bins purchases and repairs in pipeline

· Ferry Road broken stile RDC has to repair

· TPCC Wants a sign at Rope Walk/Tower Street
Referring to Cllr Bantick’s District Councillor’s report to the last Council meeting, Cllr Souster asked Cllr Bantick if he remained of the opinion that RDC had been slow to address the problems arising from the A259 resurfacing and that it should have ensured that free parking was available in its car parks from the start of the works.
Cllr Bantick confirmed that he would have expected RDC to have predicted the likely chaos and to have put in place free parking at that outset of the scheme.
Cllr Souster observed that RDC had acted following concerns expressed to the Highways Agency, MP, RTC and others and suggested that any criticism of RDC was, in this case, unjust. He observed that the Visitor & Information Management Group had been the body endeavouring to minimise the impact of the work on the town.
Responding to a question from Cllr Russell, Cllr Bantick stated that none of the opposition parties had asked RDC for free parking during the resurfacing.
8
RYE MARKETING GROUP
Cllr Izod’s report on the last Marketing Group meeting included reference to:

· A presentation by Tourism SE
· Re-tendering of the maintenance/development of the Visit Rye web site (won by Marcomm)

· The Taste of Rye taking place in November 2006

· The upcoming Siege of Rye

· Forging closer links with the Kent tourist sector – particularly Tenterden

Cllrs Bantick, Izod, Osborne and Potter restated their personal interest in the item following:
9
RYE SKATE PARK

The Clerk advised that he had received recently an updated quotation from Fearless Ramps. Installation of two of the four remaining items of equipment would cost c£11,500. Monies available:
Surplus funds held by RTC

3,435


RDC promised


5,000

Rye Wheelers



  425

Shortfall: £2,640.

It was noted that the upcoming Rock Salts Festival (22 July) should produce additional funding.
A local resident had contacted a member of the Skate Park Management Committee stating that facility is now used infrequently and does not represent value for money.

Members noted that users had become somewhat frustrated with having just the one item of equipment and that the installation of the items remaining was expected to rectify declining usage.

10
RYE SPORTS CENTRE/SWIMMING POOL

Cllr Carey advised that the main Swimming Pool contractor would not accept responsibility for the ‘slippery tiles’. Consequently, RDC would engage local contractors to undertake the remedial work necessary and fund it from the 10% retention monies.
The installation of CCTV was considered desirable in the gym but there were child protection issues. However, it had been concluded that installation could proceed so long as young people were supervised – allowing the cameras to be turned off.

11
CHILDREN’S PLAY INITIATIVE

Members noted that RDC had been allocated £200,000 by the Big Lottery Fund to create or improve local play spaces – and it needed to consult with key stakeholders in order to formulate a strategy.
The Mayor advised that he had been invited to a presentation on the subject on 26 July at the Town Hall in Bexhill.

RESOLVED To ask the Mayor to represent RTC.



The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.34
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