RYE TOWN COUNCIL






MINUTES C7
Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Monday 2 October 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
Granville Bantick, John Breeds, Jonathan Breeds, Paul Carey, Peter Dyce, Sonia Holmes, Jo Kirkham, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Ian Potter, Sam Souster, Eric Streeton, Keith Taylor
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; George Brown – Town Sergeant; The Reverend Hugh Moseley – Mayor’s Chaplain; County Cllr Keith Glazier; Andy Hemsley – Rye Observer; 2 members of the public
________________________________________________________________________



The meeting commenced at 6.01.
62
PRAYERS
Prayers were said by The Revered Hugh Moseley.
63
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Roger Breeds, John Izod, Frank Palmer and David Russell (Deputy Mayor).
64
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Cllr Sam Souster
prejudicial
item 68
Partner a Director of Rye Town 







Services
65
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Speaker’s Day 2007 The Mayor thanked those Members who had attended for their support on a highly successful day.
Battle of Britain Memorial Service The Mayor thanked those Members who had attended this event which took place the day after Speaker’s Day.
Conquest Hospital The Mayor had attended – and spoken at – a 7,000-strong march in Hastings to oppose possible cuts in services at the Conquest. Cllrs Bantick and Souster had been present also. He had been advised by a member of the Ambulance Service that if Hastings A&E closed, their turnaround time for an emergency call would increase from 1 hour to two.
6.05
The Mayor adjourned the meeting for Public Question Time and the Reports of the County and District Councillors (Appendices A-C.)
During the adjournment, the declarations of interest following were made:
Cllr Bantick
personal
item 65b)
Friends of Rye Library Secretary

Cllr Taylor
personal
item 65b)
Friends of Rye Library Chairman

6.47
The meeting reconvened.
66
COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED To adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14 August 2006 (C6).
67
COMMITTEE MINUTES

(a)
Planning & Townscape

RESOLVED Adoption of the Minutes of the meetings held on 14 August 2006 (PT07), 29 August 2006 (PT08) and 11 September 2006 (PT09).

(b)
Policy, Resources & General Purposes
RESOLVED Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2006 (PR03).
Cllr Souster reiterated his prejudicial interest in the item following and left the Chamber.
68
LOVING CUP OF ENGLAND

Members received a verbal update on the proposed visit to Rye of the Loving Cup of England (part of Celebrate St George’s Day celebrations) on Friday 20 April 2007 and the role of the Confederation.
The Mayor advised that there had been some misunderstanding concerning financial contributions suggested by Rye Town Services of Confederation Members but these were being addressed.
Cllr Dyce stated that, as this was new business, he expected Standing Orders to be suspended and advised that he would feel compelled to withdraw from the meeting if they were not.
A proposal that the Standing Orders requiring a Member not to speak more than once and to stand when speaking be suspended was lost.


6.59
Cllr Dyce left the meeting (and did not return)

Cllr Carey observed that the letter from Bruno Peeks to the Speaker of 14 July 2006 included the registered address of ‘UK Celebrations & Commemorations’. He suggested the Council should satisfy itself firstly that there was no risk of the Confederation being ‘used’ in any way for commercial advantage.
Cllr Osborne advised that he had discussed the proposal with the Joint Solicitor – who considered it a significant opportunity – before commending the idea to other Mayors.
RESOLVED To defer further consideration, pending the receipt of additional information about the Tour organiser and the project itself.










TC


Cllr Souster returned to the Chamber.
69
GYPSY AND TRAVELLER CARAVAN AND SITES


The meeting considered whether to appoint a Member to respond to the Partial Review of the SE Plan – Provision for Gypsy & Traveller Caravan Sites (deadline 13 October).









RESOLVED To accept Cllr Carey’s offer to draft a response (if appropriate).







Cllr Carey
70
MUNICIPAL WASTE MANAGEMENT


The meeting considered whether to appoint a Member to respond to the East Sussex Municipal Waste Management Strategy Consultation (deadline 15 October).

Cllr Glazier’s offer to obtain a hard copy of the ‘weighty’ Appendices was accepted gratefully.








Cllr Glazier
RESOLVED To accept Cllr Holmes’s offer to draft a response (if appropriate)





Cllr Holmes, Clerk
71
RYE PARTNERSHIP

As the only Council representative present, Cllr Carey reported on a Partnership Members’ meeting held on 28 September when the (11) attendees received updates on: the Landgate Arch closure (hopefully completed within the next 3 weeks); the need for the Rye Longbowmen to source their own funding for next year’s Siege of Rye (they were confident they could); and a Medieval Conference to be held at Thomas Peacocke Community College, 28-29 October. One of the organisers of the latter, Cllr Kirkham advised that it was being funded by InterReg and that Councillors would be invited to attend.  She added that the Council would be asked shortly to comment on the provisional findings of those involved with the Rye Town Initiative Review.
The Clerk advised that the Partnership was seeking suitably qualified/experienced Directors and he would distribute soon further information.
72
URGENT ITEMS

There were no urgent items to consider.


The meeting ended at 7.16
Date ………………………………
Chairman ……………………………………………












Appendix A
Rye Town Council
C7

2 October 2006
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no questions from the members of the public present.

REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Landgate Arch closure Cllr Glazier had asked for a full report from the Transport & Environment department concerning the lack of preparation for the Arch full closure that morning.
Rye Library Referring to Rother District Council’s decision to defer the former Central Garage site planning application, Cllr Glazier explained that the Library Service’s position was that the development would provide sufficient library space. He noted that objections had been submitted concerning the design of the building and library space and suggested that the application provided, perhaps, the last opportunity to realize a new library in a central location.
Adult Social Care The County had launched a 3-year plan (available on its web site) outlining how it intended to implement the requirements contained within the Government’s new White Paper.
Cllr Dyce observed that other objections had been submitted – including the absence of parking for library visitors and the residential units, and a number of the units overlooking properties in Meryon Court.

Cllr Glazier responded that, in line with Government guidelines, the Planning Authority took the view that the provision of parking was unnecessary.

Having declared a personal interest by virtue of being Chairman of Friends of Rye Library, Cllr Taylor stated that both the Friends and the Highways Authority were concerned about the safety of pedestrians using the new library.
Cllr Glazier observed that the original (successful) planning application also had no provision for parking. Cllr Souster commented that the original application had met English Heritage’s concerns. Bexhill Councillors were concerned also about the lack of parking. He suggested that there was a real danger the site owner could be deterred from progressing the application and choose the simpler option of constructing an entirely residential development.
After declaring a personal interest as Secretary of Friends of Rye Library, Cllr Bantick highlighted the design concerns of English Heritage and Rye Conservation Society and acknowledged that there may have to be comprises in relation to parking.
REPORT OF THE ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Cllr Bantick
Members received Cllr Bantick’s written report. See Appendix B.
The Mayor recalled that when he was a Rother Councillor the scrutiny system did not appear to be well understood. Cllr Bantick suggested that the structure had been new at that point and considered that the new structure proposed took into account the value and strengths of Rother’s working groups.
The Mayor observed that a number of parishes had formed the view that it was mainly in rural areas that Rother appeared to be trying to offload public conveniences.

Cllr Souster
Members received Cllr Souster’s written report. See Appendix C.
Responding to a query from Cllr Taylor concerning the proposed Town Plan, the Clerk advised that he needed to have a meeting with an appropriate officer from Action in Rural Sussex for guidance before pursuing further the formation of a community steering committee.
Addressing a question from Cllr Carey, Cllr Souster advised that Rother’s new waste contractor (from April 2007), Verdant was working successfully with Arun DC, having increased the proportion of recyclable waste collected to 40%. Cllr Souster emphasised that the most important task was to get public support for any new scheme.
Responding to another question from Cllr Carey, Cllr Souster confirmed that he could not recall the proposed transfer of public conveniences being linked with the transfer of public car parks.

1
5

