RYE TOWN COUNCIL






MINUTES C6
Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Monday 14 August 2006
PRESENT
Councillors
Granville Bantick, John Breeds, Roger Breeds, Paul Carey, Peter Dyce, Sonia Holmes, John Izod, Jo Kirkham, Paul Osborne (Mayor), Frank Palmer, David Russell (Deputy Mayor), Sam Souster
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk; George Brown – Town Sergeant; The Reverend Joy Davenport – Mayor’s Chaplain; Andy 
Hemsley – Rye Observer; 4 members of the public
________________________________________________________________________



The meeting commenced at 6.01.
49
PRAYERS
Prayers were said by The Revered Joy Davenport.
50
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Ian Potter.
51
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Cllr Granville Bantick personal
item 58
Member of Marsh Link

Cllr Jo Kirkham         personal
item 60
Director of Rye Partnership

Cllr Paul Osborne    personal

item 55
Freeholder of Vidler Court
Cllr David Russell
personal
item 60
Director of Rye Partnership

52
MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

St George’s Day 2007 The Mayor highlighted a new initiative to promote St George’s Day in 2007 – ‘Enjoy England – Celebrate St George’s Day’. There would be a tour of cities of the ‘Loving Cup of England’. Kerry de Courcy was acquainted with the organiser and had persuaded him to allow the Cup to come to Rye (sometime between 2 Feb and 23 April). The other Cinque Port Mayors would be invited to participate in some form.
Speaker’s Day (16 Sep) Invitations would be issued this week. There would be a luncheon at The George.

The Mayor thanked the Deputy Mayor for his support.
6.05
The Mayor adjourned the meeting for Public Question Time and the Reports of the County and District Councillors (Appendices A-C.)
During the adjournment, Cllr Carey declared a personal interest in the 

discussion on the Landgate Arch Improvement Scheme by virtue of being a

member of Rye Bonfire Society and Chair of Rye Community Transport.

6.49
The meeting reconvened.

53
COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED To adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on 31 July 2006 (C5).
54
COMMITTEE MINUTES

(a)
Planning & Townscape

RESOLVED Adoption of the Minutes of the meetings held on 5 June 2006 (PT02), 19 June 2006 (PT03), 3 July 2006 (PT04), 17 July 2006 (PT05) and 31 July 2006 (PT06).

(b)
Policy, Resources & General Purposes
RESOLVED Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on 31 July 2006 (PR02).

(c)
Leisure & Tourism
Referring to item 7 and the discussion on the resurfacing of the A259, Cllr Souster stated that a subsequent letter on the subject from Cllr Bantick to the Town Clerk contained a number of inaccuracies. There was no evidence that the Highways Agency had advised Rother District Council of the impending work and likely impact. Rother had acted as quickly as was reasonably practicable – holding a Special Cabinet meeting to consider a ‘rescue package’ just a week after works commenced. Cllr Souster had never suggested that Cllr Bantick should have monitored the situation personally and he had not instigated the Leader’s “personal attack” on Cllr Bantick – although he had drawn Cllr Gubby’s attention to Cllr Bantick’s unfair criticism of Rother.

Cllr Bantick responded that he had acted in good faith and to the best of his ability. The Highways Agency had advised him that it would contact Rother prior to the works but it appeared this had not happened. He apologised if anyone considered he could have done more.
RESOLVED Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on 3 July 2006 (LT01)


(d)
Public Services
RESOLVED Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on 17 July 2006 (PS01)
Cllr Palmer advised that, contrary to the Minutes, he had not been present at this meeting.
55
STRAND CAR PARK PEDESTRIANISATION FEASIBILITY STUDY

Members were advised that Rother District Council had suggested that Rye Town Council submits a proposal in respect of pedestrianising the Strand Car Park.

Cllr Carey proposed – and Cllr Dyce seconded, pursuing the consultant’s recommended option – dual summer use only for a trial period. He considered that RDC’s losses would not be as high as suggested because displaced cars would park in other public car parks and Rother could gain revenue from allowing local eateries to place chairs and tables on the pedestrianised area. Cllr Dyce agreed – suggesting that parking in Gibbet Marsh Car Park was now a much more attractive proposition with the installation of the Strand Quay-Gibbet Marsh footpath crossing and additional lighting. He was concerned that the opportunity to create public space in a very pleasant location should not be lost.
Cllr Souster’s preference was to push for full pedestrianisation on the basis that would provide more room for manoeuvre during negotiations with the landowner, RDC.

Cllr Izod advised that the Chamber of Commerce was opposed totally to pedestrianisation. Cllr Palmer highlighted frequent congestion in The Strand and suggested this should be the Council’s priority.
RESOLVED (on the Mayor’s casting vote) To submit a pedestrianisation proposal to Rother District Council based on the consultant’s recommended option – ie dual summer use.



TC


Statutory powers: Public Health Act 1875 s164; 



Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9 & 10

56
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES


Members received the report of the Public Conveniences Working Group.

RESOLVED To decline Rother District Council’s offer to transfer Rye’s remaining public conveniences to the Town Council on the grounds that:

a)
Rother has failed to demonstrate that its offer to transfer its Rye public conveniences to Rye Town Council is a serious one: evidenced by its repeated failure to respond to reasonable requests for additional information.

b)
Rye Town Council’s preference is for exploratory talks on the transfer of a package of functions and services – even if transfers are phased – rather than considering specific services as and when it suits Rother.

c)
Rye Town Council considers that the future of the closed Tower Street Public Convenience should form part of any discussions on the transfer of public conveniences in the town.

d)
The Rye tax payer is likely to be disadvantaged financially.

e)
Inconsistency: in his letter to Parish & Town Clerks of 14 June 2006, Cllr Gubby suggests that Rother will not engage in debates on devolving services to parishes (and communities) unless the parish has a local action plan and Quality Status.



f)
Liability for major repairs/refurbishment is open-ended.

· and to:

(i)
emphasise that it vital for Rye’s local economy to have sufficient – and adequate – public conveniences; and 

(ii)
state that the Town Council would be pleased to be invited to discuss any of its concerns. 












TC
57
DRAFT ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2005-06


RESOLVED To receive and approve:



(a)
the Draft Rye Town Council Annual Accounts 2005-06



(b) 
sections 1 and 2 of the Draft Annual Return 2005-06


58
MARSH LINK ACTION GROUP

RESOLVED To appoint Cllr Bantick as the Council’s representative.












TC






59
INTERREG
RESOLVED To appoint Cllr Kirkham as the Council’s official representative on the Rye Partnership’s InterReg group.

TC






60
RYE PARTNERSHIP

At the last Members’ Meeting, Cllr Carey had asked for – and received – a progress report on the Rye Resource Centre proposal. In addition to receiving a presentation from ESCC Highways and May Gurney on the Landgate Arch Improvements and Illumination Scheme just prior to the meeting, members had been advised that the Siege of Rye had again been a success.
Cllr Palmer observed that the Information Sheet distributed at the meeting by Highways/May Gurney had been full of inaccuracies.
61
URGENT ITEMS

There were no urgent items to consider.


The meeting ended at 7.28.
Date ………………………………
Chairman ……………………………………………












Appendix A
Rye Town Council
C6

14 August 2006
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Charlotte Carey
What action will Rye Town Council take to ensure that the upcoming Landgate Arch works will not impinge on Rye Fawkes?
Mayor
This matter will be discussed by Members at the Planning & Townscape meeting following this one. The concern will be taken into account.
Pat Hughes
[Given that the Arch will be closed for up to 8 weeks] What provision will be made for users of the contracted 326 bus service which accesses the High Street 10 times daily, Mon-Fri? Is the Council aware that Rye & District Community Transport was not informed about the presentation given prior to the Partnership Members’ meeting?
The Chairman of the Partnership, Cllr Glazier advised that the Landgate Improvement 

scheme would involve resurfacing, realignment and illumination of the Arch. There was no 

prospect of the work over-running into Rye Fawkes because shift-and-a-half working would 

be implemented. The work could not be undertaken in the winter because the surface 

needed a certain temperature in order to achieve bonding. There had been public notification 
of the scheme and more was planned. He would ensure providers of public transport would 
be included in the publicity and consulted by Highways/May Gurney. There had been some
discussion of opening up Conduit Hill to ease congestion. There would be 2-way traffic in the
High Street. He had written to Rother requesting consideration of mitigation of car parking
charges or similar ‘benefit’. He reminded members that the project originated from the Rye 

Local Area Transport Strategy.
Cllr Carey suggested that a presentation to RTC would have ensured wider publicity and 

consultation.
George Shackleton suggested that, although a laudable objective, there were a number of 

stumbling blocks to the Council achieving Quality Parish Status– notably the Council’s

performance in relation to: hastening the former Central Garage site planning application; 

speeding up the installation of a safe footpath onHarbour Road; handing the operation of the 

Heritage Centre to a private operator when the Council could have continued to run it and

return a profit; and allowing the traffic congestion evident during the recent A259 resurfacing 

works.

REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Primary school A planning application in respect of the new Rye Primary School was expected within the next 3 months.
Friary Day Centre Scheduled to close 31 August. All current clients should have had their needs addressed by then. Magdala House was opening for one extra day a week.
Responding to a question from Cllr Dyce, Cllr Glazier advised that Apetitto could provide a meals on wheels service for Rye & District more cost effectively than the WRVS.
REPORT OF THE ROTHER DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Cllr Souster
Members received Cllr Souster’s written report. See Appendix B.
Replying to a question put by Cllr Carey, Cllr Souster replied that, in researching waste management, RDC had compared widely – not just against the authorities mentioned in his report. Cllr Carey asked if there was anything Rye’s District Councillors could do to encourage RDC to enforce its street trading regulations. Cllr Souster observed that this issue had been addressed at the last Policy Committee meeting. Cllr Dyce suggested RDC had a duty to enforce its own bye-laws.
Cllr Bantick

Members received Cllr Bantick’s written report. See Appendix C.
There were no questions.

1
6

