RYE TOWN COUNCIL






MINUTES C11
Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Hall, Rye, on Tuesday 1 May 2007
PRESENT
Councillors
Granville Bantick, Roger Breeds, Paul Carey, Frank Palmer, Sonia Holmes, John Izod, Jo Kirkham, Paul Osborne (Mayor), David Russell (Deputy Mayor)
IN ATTENDANCE
Richard Farhall - Town Clerk
________________________________________________________________________

The meeting commenced at 5.30
104
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs John Breeds, Peter Dyce, 

Sam Souster, Eric Streeton and Keith Taylor.
105
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
There were no disclosures of interest.
106
COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLVED To adopt the Minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2007 (C10).
107
NEW CODE OF CONDUCT

Members were asked to consider adopting the Standards Board for England’s Model Code of Conduct for Parish & Town Councils, with effect from 7 May 2007.

The Clerk advised that shortly after Members had been sent the Model Code the Standards Board had made the amendments following:

Page 1, 1(2)
after Secretary of State
add see Annexure to this Code 
Page 2, 6
after 6(b)
insert
(c) must have regard to any applicable Local Authority Code of Publicity made under the Local Government Act 1986.
The Clerk explained that Councillors were being invited to adopt the Code prior to the Elections on 3 May in order to avoid those who are re/elected having to sign an undertaking to abide by the existing Code immediately after the Elections – and then another undertaking to abide by the new Code a week or so later (potentially rather confusing for new Members).

The only provision contained within the Model Code that was not mandatory for parishes (amongst others) was paragraph 12(2). Para 12(2) was considered desirable because it allowed potentially Members with a prejudicial interest to speak to an item before leaving the room. However, the Standards Board had advised that para 12(2) would be considered valid only if members of the public were accorded automatically the right to speak during meetings and that this was recognised formally within a council’s Standing Orders or ‘procedural rules’. Rother’s Monitoring Officer had advised that Rye Town Council’s (‘standard’) Standing Order 68 was unlikely to satisfy the Standards Board. A Council would need to have written rules that allowed members of the public to speak at meetings as part of the formal business (not during adjournments only). 

The Clerk advised that there was nothing to be lost by adopting the Model Code – including para 12(2) – and then considering how para 12(2) might be ‘validated’ at a later date. The situation had been drawn to the attention of Trevor Leggo (SALC) in the anticipation that guidance from NALC would be forthcoming in the near future.

5.38
Cllr Roger Breeds arrived.

Rother had adopted its version of the Code, making it effective from 7 May (the date, in law, that current Members retire and the new or re-elected Members take up office).
RESOLVED That Rye Town Council adopts the Standards Board for England’s Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils (Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 no. 1159) - including paragraph 12(2) - with effect from 7 May 2007 (copy attached).


The meeting ended at 5.40
Date ………………………………
Chairman …………………………………………
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