NEWS
RYE HAS THE POWER
Rye Town Council has become only the third town or parish council in East and West Sussex to have become eligible to exercise the power of well being and is the first of the 31 Rother local councils.
Previously the Town Council was restricted on how much it could spend on activities for which it had no statutory power. However, subject to certain caveats, such as not being able to raise tax directly, the Town Council now has the power to do anything it considers would promote or improve the economic, social or environmental well being of the Parish.
To be eligible to exercise the power the Council had to meet the following conditions: having a Qualified Clerk and at least 80% of Councillors trained in the use of the new power, at least two-thirds of vacancies being filled at the last ordinary elections, and publication of a community engagement statement of intent.
Rye Town Clerk, Richard Farhall comments: What this new power does is to give the Council greater flexibility, should it be required. The Council could, for example, team up with a registered social landlord to build and rent out affordable accommodation, run a post office in the absence of another operator, support the fishing industry locally, or even sponsor a local contender for the Olympics. However, the power of well being is not accompanied by ‘new funding’, the Council would still need to raise any additional monies needed from traditional sources such as taxation, loans, grant funding, revenue from services provided or investment income.
Rye Mayor Sam Souster adds: I am delighted that the Council comfortably exceeded the minimum eligibility requirements with 100% of Councillors attending the training. I would like to assure the public that the Council is not planning to go on a spending spree. The new power will be used only if it is concluded that the benefits to the Parish outweigh the costs.
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