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Dear Sir

The recent liaison meeting between Rye Town Council and Rother District Council was not a formal one and the public and press had no lawful right to attend. (Observer Mailbag, 21 July).
It was an informal meeting between Councillors from both authorities, including the Mayor of Rye and a Rother Cabinet Member, and senior officers. The Town Council Members present, including Cllr Holmes, had been appointed to attend on behalf of the Council. The purpose of the meeting was to exchange information and explore concerns freely in a constructive environment. A similar meeting has been held 2-4 times a year with the County Council since 1998 and is valued highly by both authorities. Opening up such meetings to include additional Councillors, staff and members of the public would make them unwieldy and less effective.
Concerning the Skate Park, the Town Council acknowledges that usage has declined since its
opening last autumn. However, the reason for this is that over the last 9 months users have become frustrated with having just one, rather than the planned five, items of equipment installed.
Yours faithfully

Richard Farhall

Town Clerk

